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‘No reduction in services for young people’ 

Youth Centre to 
close as council 
looks for cin 
cilternative venue 


THE Vale Council 
is to close the 
Cowbridge Youth 
Centre - but has 
pledged to maintain 
services and find an 
alternative venue. 

The council is “recon¬ 
figuring” its youth serv¬ 
ice provision, and creat¬ 
ing three “youth hubs” 
in Penarth, Barry, and 
Llantwit Major. 

At the moment. 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


Cowbridge Youth Centre 
is used for two evenings 
a week, for 37 weeks in 
the year, and this costs 
the Youth Service 
£27,267. 

The building is also 
used by the Key Stage 4 
Pupil Referral Unit 
(PRU) during the day, 
for 40 weeks of the year. 
The PRU contributes 
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£8,000 to running costs. 

At a meeting last 
week, the cabinet of the 
Vale Council agreed 
with council officers 
who reported that this 
was “no longer a viable 
option”. 

The cabinet approved 
a proposal to close the 
youth centre, and the 
aim is to time the closure 
with the relocation of the 
PRU, which is subject to 
a feasibility study at 
present. 

The GEM asked the 
council to comment, and 
the response insisted that 
the move was part of a 
plan to “...improve street 
based provision for 
young people across the 
Vale, as well as strength¬ 
en provision across the 
county”. 

Coun Chris Elmore, 
the cabinet member for 
children’s Services said: 


“The current Cowbridge 
Youth Centre will be 
moving to a new venue 
in the town. 

“There will be no 
reduction in youth serv¬ 
ices and I am very clear 
that universal youth 
service provision for the 
county is absolutely 
vital. 

“In order to make that 
happen, we need to 
m^e the best possible 
use of the funding avail¬ 
able. The changes, 
including creating the 
youth hubs across the 
county, creating a new 
centre for Cowbridge, 
and increasing street- 
based youth provision 
across the area, will 
ensure we can do this. 

“No changes to the 
youth centre will take 
place until the autumn 
and the new venue, its 
look and work will be 
created in consultation 
with the young people.” 



LEFT: 

The chil¬ 
dren from 
Cylch 
Meithrin Y 
Bontfaen 
were all 
dressed up 
on St 
David^s 
Day when 
the cylch 
held a 
coffee 
morning in 
the Lesser 
Hall, 

Cowbridge 
Town Hall. 


WILL NEW GOVERNMENT 
HOUSING STATISTICS 
RESTART THE LDP ROW? 


THE release of new Welsh 
Government (WG) hous¬ 
ing projection statistics 
could restart a row over 
the number of new houses 
planned in the Vale, writes 
PHILIP IRWIN. 

Plaid Cymru’s Coun Ian 
Johnson says that newly pub¬ 
lished statistics show the Vale 
needs only 5,600 new houses 
between 2011 and 2026, com¬ 
pared with 9,950 in the coun¬ 
cil’s draft Local Development 
Plan. 

The figures released last 
week by Stats Wales for the 


Welsh Government, estimate 
that by 2026, the Vale of 
Glamorgan will have 130,000 
people living in houses and 
flats, not including sheltered 
accommodation, with an aver¬ 
age of 2.20 people in each. 


In 2011, there were 53,600 
houses, with the estimated 
requirement for 2026 being 
59^00 - an increase of 5,600 
houses over 15 years. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 3) 


Cpclist injured on A48 

A CYCLIST sustained serious injuries yesterday 
(Wednesday) after a collision just outside Cowbridge. 

It occurred at 12.30pm, on the eastbound A48, 200 yards past the 
Stalling Down exit. 

An ambulance service spokeswoman said: “We sent a paramedic in 
a rapid response car and an emergency ambulance to the scene, and a 
man in his 40s with serious injuries was taken to the University 
Hospital of Wales in Cardiff. ” 
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‘Vale tax rise 
is disgraceful" 

W E have been told that Vale 

council tax is likely to rise 4.5 
per cent - not including the 
local council and police precept. 

This is a disgraceful cost that the Vale taxpayer 
can do without. Where on earth does the council 
expect the people to fund this cost from? They 
cannot just keep on expecting people to dig deeper 
into their pockets. 

They have even said that it will have to mean job 
losses and cuts in services. 

I wonder how many top councillors will be cut? 
At least Cardiff councillors are taking a pay cut. 

D J Radford, 

Barry. 

The Big Fill: 

TATCH AND 
MAKE-DOr 



HMmiRlTANWi We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, DON JOHN, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


‘First Independents are 
delivering for LlantwiV 


T he Vale is 
halfway 
through a 

three-year tranch of 
capital spending to 
remedy highway 
deterioration. 
Highway authori¬ 
ties overall won this 
extra funding on a 
case that renova¬ 
tion is better value 
than ‘patch and 
make do’. 

One example is 
Penarth Road, where 
Cardiff scraped and 
resurfaced their section, 
while the Vale persisted 
with patching. The 
crumbling surface there 
is a hazard for cyclists 
and causes damaging 
jolting of vehicles. 

The jolting especially 
of heavier lorries and 
buses cracks the road 


ON February 7, we 
asked people across 
Wales to ‘Ramp up 
the Red’ for the 
British Heart 
Foundation (BHF) 
Cymru and join us 
in the fight for 
every heartbeat and 
raise money to con¬ 
tinue to fund the 
vital research need¬ 
ed to fight heart 
disease. 

We were not disap¬ 
pointed - we saw people 
across Wales fundraise 
by wearing red make up, 
red clothing or throwing 
a red party in support of 
us. 

It may come as a sur¬ 
prise to your readers that 
coronary heart disease 
(CHD) is Wales’ single 
biggest killer. It kills 
nearly one in six men 
and more than one in ten 
women, and is responsi- 


base and rapidly gener¬ 
ates potholes, with high¬ 
er costs in patching than 
if properly maintained. 

Has the Vale high¬ 
ways section diverted 
the extra ‘capital’ 
spending (ie borrowing 
repaid by higher future 
council taxes over 20 
years) to their ‘Big Fill’, 
the PR term for patch- 
and-make-do? 

Common observation 
shows no improvement 
in the overall state of 
repairs of the Vale’s pot- 
holed roads. Where’s 
the evidence that the 
capital spending has 
been properly used? Is 
the Big Fill not a Big 
Con? 

Max Wallis, Penarth. 
(Barry&Vale FoE coor¬ 
dinator) 


ble for 4,600 deaths in 
the Wales each year, an 
average of 12 people 
each day. There are 
almost 125,500 people 
in Wales living with 
CHD. 

We are hugely grate¬ 
ful for the funds raised 
so far, which will go 
towards supporting the 
thousands of people in 
Wales currently living 
with coronary heart dis¬ 
ease. 

We would like to take 
this opportunity to 
remind those who got 
involved with Ramp up 
the Red to pay in the 
money raised. Every 
penny makes a huge dif¬ 
ference. 

For more information 
about Ramp up the Red, 
or to donate, please 
visit bhf.org.uk/red. 

Catherine Campbell, 
Community 
Fundraising Manager, 
SE Wales, (BHF) 
Cymru. 


W ITH refer¬ 
ence to the 
letter headed 
‘Chance for our coun¬ 
cillors to deliver for 
Llantwit Major’ (The 
GEM, February 20), I 
am pleased that Mr 
David Thomas has 
reminded the people 
of Llantwit Major of 
our election promises, 
and that we made the 
commitment to press 
for a new compre¬ 
hensive school. 

We have pressed hard 


URING the 
recent 
storms, we 
lost two roof tiles 
and were charged 
£220 by a local 
tradesman to 
replace these (no 
charge for materi¬ 
als, as we had the 
spare tiles). 

The repair took 
approximately 20 min¬ 
utes. When we queried 
what we thought to be 
an extortionate charge, 
we were told we were 
“getting off lightly”, as 


and got more for 
Llantwit Major from the 
Vale Council than the 
Conservative administra¬ 
tion ever gave us. 

I am sure Mr Thomas 
will remember that 
Cowbridge came first in 
the queue for a new 
school; and then St 
Cyres, Penarth, has been 
given a 21st Century 
Learning Community 
when the Tories were in 
power, and Llantwit 
Major was left with the 
scraps. 

It is naive to suggest 


that particular firm could 
charge around £500 for 
these “small jobs”. 

Both my husband and 
myself are pensioners on 
a fixed income. If we 
claim on insurance, our 
premium is likely to 
double as a conse¬ 
quence. 

Is it too much to 
expect that there may be 
some fair-minded trades¬ 
men in the area who will 
not make capital out of 
bad weather conditions, 
holding us all to ran¬ 
som? 

Jose Tancock, 

Barry. 


we, as Llantwit Lirst 
Independents run the 
Vale Council in the 
coalition. Does Mr 
Thomas believe that the 
Lib-Dems run 
Westminster? 

Let me assure every¬ 
one that we press for a 
fair share of the 
resources for Llantwit 
Major, especially for the 
children - and in doing 
so, we have been offered 
a spend of over £22 mil¬ 
lion on the proposed 
Llantwit Major Learning 
Community - which will 
enable all our children to 
enjoy modern buildings 
and facilities for years to 
come. 

This has only hap¬ 
pened because Llantwit 
Lirst Independents have 
a bargaining position, 
but certainly not total 
control of the council. 

These proposals will 
provide excellent mod¬ 
ern facilities and must be 
preferable, rather than 
seeing Eagleswell join 
the queue for repairs 
estimated at over £1 mil¬ 
lion to bring a school, 
which opened in 1971, 
up to modem standards. 

When the Vale joins 
Cardiff, this queue will 
grow even longer, and 
we will be waiting for 
repairs while the school 
deteriorates. 

In the ideal world, we 


would like a new com¬ 
prehensive and two new 
primary schools, but it is 
a matter of record that 
councils throughout 
Wales do not have the 
money they used to 
have, and this is not a 
realistic option. 

We have been offered 
an opportunity to secure 
the quality of our 
schools for years to 
come and we, as 
Llantwit Lirst 
Independents, voted for 
it in the belief it was the 
best available for the 
town in the present 
financial climate, and in 
the best interests of our 
children. 

We shall now await 
the outcome of the con¬ 
sultation exercise and 
find out what the people 
want for their children. 

I just hope that com- 
monsense will prevail 
and the best opportunity 
we have ever had for our 
children will be not be 
thrown away. 

Yes, Mr Thomas, 
Llantwit Lirst 
Independents are deliv¬ 
ering for Llantwit Major; 
it is just a shame you 
cannot accept what is 
being done. 

Coun Gwyn John, 
(Leader, Llantwit First 
Independents). 


HELP THE RNLI TO CELEBRATE! 



T his photograph was 
taken at the official 
opening of the RNLI 
lifeboat station at 
Porthcawl on June 24, 

1965 and next year 
Porthcawl’s volunteers will 
be celebrating 50 years of 
operational service at the 
town. 

Station historian, Ross Martin, 
said: “We are keen to identify 


anyone who would have attended 
the opening ceremony back in 
1965. The photograph does show 
two gentlemen standing under the 
RNLI flag and we have estab¬ 
lished that they are, left to right, 
Mr Thomas Abraham, father of 
the station’s current chairman, 
John Abraham and Raymond 
Cory representing RNLI 
Headquarters. 

“If you are in the photograph, 
or recognise anyone, we would 
appreciate it if you could send 


brief notes by email to porth¬ 
cawl® gmail .com where we are 
collating all information regard¬ 
ing our history.” 

Ross would also be interested 
to hear from anyone who has any 
photographs taken during the 
early years, particularly in the 
1960s, 70s and 80s or has infor¬ 
mation on rescues - were you 
rescued yourself? 

Ian Stroud, 

(Lifeboat Press Officer, 
Porthcawl). 


RAMPING UP 
HEART MESSAGE 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRNATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


CAUGHT IN 
THE STORM 



Tenants can 
beat the 
'bedroom tax' 


W hether in 

the courts, 
the Scottish 
Parliament, or media, 
the ‘bedroom tax’ con¬ 
tinues to unravel. 
Meanwhile, those who 
are charged with admin¬ 
istering the hated policy 
look on in horror as an 
ever more confusing 
stream of Government 
guidance forces decision 
makers towards increas¬ 
ingly indefensible posi¬ 
tions. 

There is now a 
prospect that hard- 
pushed Welsh local 
authorities will be forced 
to inspect 36,000 proper¬ 
ties. Meanwhile, many 
tenants continue to suf¬ 
fer the most abject 
poverty. This cruel farce 
has gone on long enough 
and Cardiff & South 
Wales Against the 
Bedroom Tax now 
invites you to call time! 

A recent Upper 
Tribunal Decision, 
Bolton Metropolitan 
Borough Council v BP 
(HB) [2014] (backed up 
by Monmouth), con¬ 
firmed that room usage 
constitutes firm grounds 
for appeal. 

Consequently, if your 
‘spare’ bedroom does 
not contain a bed and is 
not used as a bedroom. 


Cardiff Against the 
Bedroom Tax urges you 
to contact us I 

The appeals process is 
simple, free and, if suc¬ 
cessful, not only will 
you no longer have to 
pay the ‘bedroom tax’ 
but you will be refunded 
the difference since 
April or its equivalent in 
arrears. 

You might also be 
able to appeal on the 
grounds of room size, 
disability/illness or if 
you have access to a 
child. Either way, we 
can help - please contact 
Alan on 01656651209 or 
email bridgendagainst- 
thebedroomtax® gmail.c 
om. 

The survival of the 
‘bedroom tax’ depends 
upon tenants simply 
accepting that they have 
to pay money they do 
not have, or downsize to 
properties that do not 
exist. 

We believe that a 
stream of successful 
appeals will decisively 
break it for good. 

Let yours be the one 
that brings it down! 

Tim Thomas 
(Bridgend Against the 
Bedroom Tax) 


Views sought on 
Vale ‘merger’ 


I N The gem’s edition of February 6, 
Coun John Thomas called upon Jane 
Hutt AM to state her opposition to the 
proposed merger of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council with Cardiff. 

Her response was to refer to the fact that the 
report was ‘extensive’ and that she would be listen¬ 
ing to all those who ‘engage in the debate’ and 
feeding back their views. 

Since then, a month has passed and it doesn’t 
seem that we are any closer to knowing her views. 
During that time many views have been expressed 
in the pages of The GEM from across the political 
spectrum, and I’m sure that Ms Hutt has had the 
opportunity of meetings and discussions with many 
residents. 

Our elected representatives, as well as listening, 
should be leaders in their communities. So come 
on, Jane, tell us what you think! 

Are you for or against merger? A simple yes of 
no will do. Your constituents would like to know 
your position. 

Gordon Kemp, Walterston 

(Former Conservative Leader of the Vale of 

Glamorgan Council). 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 13) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

06 Thur 

09.39 

9.4 

21.54 

9.1 

07 Fri 

10.17 

8.8 

22.29 

8.5 

08 Sat 

11.01 

8.1 

23.23 

7.8 

09 Sun 

11.58 

7.5 



10 Mon 

00.33 

7.3 

13.23 

7.2 

11 Tues 

02.08 

7.2 

14.53 

7.4 

12 Wed 

03.22 

7.6 

15.58 

7.8 

13 Thur 

04.18 

8.2 

16.43 

8.3 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 
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Housing statistics 
could spark new 
row over Vale LDP 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan’s Local 
Development Plan, 
which was consulted 
upon before Christmas, 
called for 9,950 houses 
by 2026. There has been 
fierce opposition to 
much of the plan, 
including several areas 
around Cowbridge. 

Coun Johnson said: 
“These Welsh 

Government figures 
support what Plaid 
Cymru has said for a 
very long time - that the 
housebuilding targets in 
the LDP are absolute 
fantasy and should be 
scrapped. 

“It is quite clear that 
Welsh Government 
planners and the Vale 
Council have got this 
wrong. 

“They should now 
admit this and get back 
to the drawing board to 
come up with a realistic 
plan that meets the 
Vale’s needs. 

“Brownfield land 
already available on 
Barry Waterfront will 
take up a large number 
of required housing, 
with much smaller 
schemes in other parts of 
the Vale to meet local 
need. 

“Developers have 
been trying to pull the 
wool over people’s eyes 
by putting in planning 
applications while the 


LDP is being debated 
and before these figures 
were published. 

“If the Vale Council, 
Welsh Government and 
the Planning 

Inspectorate continue to 
allow or support these 
developments, in spite 
of the facts and local 
opposition, then we 
must ask serious ques¬ 
tions about our local 
AM’s influence and the 
failure of the cabinet 
member for planning to 
recognise this issue”. 

Coun Lis Burnett, the 
cabinet member for 
regeneration, innova¬ 
tion, planning and trans¬ 
portation, responded 
that Coun Johnson was 
drawing conclusions 
from a time when the 
economy was at a low 
point. 

She ssaid: “The 
Welsh Government 
Household Projections 
for 2011 were released 
on February 27. 

“The figures that 
were released are house¬ 
hold projections based 
on a short-term trend 
covering a time when 
there was significant 
economic decline - and 
some of the lowest hous¬ 
ing build rates experi¬ 
enced for many a year. 

“As the cabinet mem¬ 
ber for regeneration. 
Innovation, planning 
and transportation, I 
have higher economic 
activity and job creation 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MAHY HILL 

Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


One hole at 
a time? 

THIS heading may 
seem meaningless, but 
on Friday, February 28, 
I was driving along the 
road leading out of 
Treoes towards the A48 
at Crack Hill, when I 
came upon two council 
workmen Hlling a hole 
with tarmac. 

I asked if they had 
been filling the holes at 
Park Newydd in Treoes 
village. 

“Vo” was the answer, 
“Only this one!” 

It seems to be one hole 
at a time. I would like to 
inform the powers that be 
there is a large, deep hole 
on the road leading east¬ 
wards towards Llangan 
village, about 100 yards 
from Mochenydd House. 

Long wait 

NOW I have a personal 
grumble! An appoint¬ 


ment was recently made 
for a builder to visit my 
home to give an esti¬ 
mate for work to be 
carried out. 

I waited four hours 
and then left to keep an 
appointment. Other 
builders failed to return 
my calls. 

I hope they will all 
read this complaint and 
get in touch with apolo¬ 
gies. 

Reminder 

ON March 26, Mr 
Richard Lewis, of the 
Gwent Trust, will be vis¬ 
iting the church to give 
an interesting talk on 
the skeletons that were 
found during the 
restoration of the for¬ 
mer vestry; entry £2. 








^um 4 hours call out 


PmVh'g, Hedges, Lawns, Clearance, 


Gutters, Jet Washing, Landscaping 


Est 2002 Tel: 07866 544 951 


ambitions for the Vale to 
2026 than has occurred 
over the past few years. 
I want the Vale to be a 
place where people can 
live and work. 

“Currently my offi¬ 
cers are considering this 
latest household projec¬ 
tion data. Over the com¬ 
ing weeks my officers 
will be analysing and 
interpreting the data in 
order to provide an up- 
to-date projection of 
housing need for the 
LDP period. 

“This update will be 
considered by cabinet in 
due course, along with 
all of the representations 
received to the Deposit 
Draft Vale of Glamorgan 
LDP. 

“Coun Johnson needs 
to understand that the 
data that has been 
released needs to be 
properly interpreted and 
analysed. 

“The data does not 
give a dwelling require¬ 
ment, rather it just pro¬ 
vides household data 


which will need to be 
considered, along with 
other population vari¬ 
ables such as migration, 
birth rates etc in order 
that a robust and suitable 
dwelling projection for 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
LDP can be delivered. 

“At this stage I cannot 
say whether the 
dwelling requirement 
figure will be revised 
downwards for the LDP, 
as the work necessary 
for me to consider 
whether this would be 
an appropriate and sen¬ 
sible course of action 
has yet to be undertak¬ 
en.” 

A Welsh Government 
spokesman said: “The 
latest household projec¬ 
tions are based on the 
2011 Census and are 
trend-based projections. 

“Local authorities 
can undertake further 
modelling to produce 
alternative outputs, 
based on robust local 
evidence and should 
plan positively for the 


future, taking into con¬ 
sideration regeneration 
and economic growth 
aspirations, and the 
need for infrastructure 
and affordable housing. 

“The scale and loca¬ 
tion of development is 
the responsibility of the 
local planning authority 
to determine, not the 
Welsh Government. 

“All LDPs are subject 
to a formal examination 
where all issues and rep¬ 
resentations are consid¬ 
ered by an independent¬ 
ly appointed Inspector 
who will conclude 
whether a plan can be 
found ‘sound’ and there¬ 
fore adopted. 

“The publication of 
the 2011 household pro¬ 
jections should not 
impede work on deliver¬ 
ing LDPs. 

“It is essential that 
local authorities contin¬ 
ue to prepare their LDP 
to secure the jobs, 
homes and infrastruc¬ 
ture that our communi¬ 
ties need. ” 


Cowbridge choir, Huw 
and Manon boost 
the mayor’s charities 


A BRIEF greeting 
to you all to tell you 
of the very success¬ 
ful concert held in 
Holy Cross Church 
on Saturday 

evening. 

The concert was given 
by the Cowbridge Male 
Voice Choir and support¬ 
ed by two amazing 
young soloists Huw 
Jones and Manon Ogwen 
Parry. 

These young singers 
have won many awards 
between them! When I 
first heard them I was 
enthralled, so I was so 
grateful when they 
agreed to sing for me in 
my charity concert in aid 
of Marie Curie and the 
Macmillan Nurses. 

The feedback I have 
had from people who 
attended the concert has 
been so complimentary 
of the performances of 
Huw and Manon. 

The male voice choir 
provided us with a won¬ 


derful Dydd Gwyl Dewi 
evening. My grateful 
thanks to Shelley, Sandra 
and all the choristers. 

The reputation of the 
choir is well known, as is 
their support for all char¬ 
ities. 

As a result of their 
performance on 

Saturday, £1,655 was 
raised for my mayor’s 
charity fund - so once 
again, my grateful thanks 


to you all. 

I also owe a huge 
thank you to the local 
businesses who provided 
a wonderful collection of 
raffle prizes. Your dona¬ 
tions were all acknowl¬ 
edged in the programme. 

My thanks and best 
wishes to you all. 

COUN 
GWEN BATY, 
Mayor of Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian. 


Charter Trust 
holds 10th AGM 

THE Cowbridge Charter Trust is holding 
its 10th AGM on Wednesday, March 12, in 
the Lesser Hall at 7.30pm with a short 
slide show chronicling the 10 years since 
the Charter Celebrations in 2004. 

There will also be a presentation of the seasons 
and progress over the 12 months in the Old Hall 
Gardens by the trust’s volunteer gardeners. 

Following the formal part of the AGM, members 
and visitors can view photograph displays in the 
lounge. 

The trust is also launching an appeal for funds to 
restore a plaque, as another of its projects. 


Bridge 

results 

COWBRIDGE and 
District 
(Llanblethian) 
Bridge Club results 
for Tuesday, 

February 25: 

Joint first - Debbie 
Rosevear and Mearl 
Owen, Ann 

Miller and Teri Pollard; 
3rd Pam Higgs and 
Brenda Grove. 

ME 


We want your pre4oved top quality 

Watches & 

UNWANTED JEWELLERY. 

Best prices paid, call in for 
a free valuation. 

Visit us at 

40 High Street, Cowbridge, 
CF71 7AG 
or call 01446 776489 


IRC 


Cowbridge girl’s 
St David’s Day 
concert in USA! 



ABOVE: Ellen Williams is pictured with the organisers of the 
Washington Welsh concert, including Kate de Erancis, who 
invited her to perform after seeing her sing in Carmarthen. 
Below, Ellen in front of the Lincoln Memorial, wrapped up 
against the chilly Washington winter. 



by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


THE GEM recently 
reported that a 
Cowbridge girl was 
flying to America to 
perform in a St 
David’s Day con¬ 
cert, and Ellen 
Williams is now 
back home after a 
“brilliant experi¬ 
ence”. 

For Ellen, who is 
doing a masters degree 
at the Royal Welsh 
College of Music and 
Drama, the opportunity 
came about when she 
was ‘talent spotted’ by a 
member of the 

Washington Welsh 
Society at a concert in 
Carmarthen last sum¬ 
mer. 

Ellen, an accom¬ 
plished classical singer, 
has always had a passion 
for Welsh folk songs, 
and she was asked to 
sing these in 

Washington. 

However, she is 
extending her range of 
songs to include Celtic 
folk songs from the 
Breton and Asturia 
regions of franco and 
Spain - not difficult for 
her as she took a degree 
in French and Spanish at 
Exeter University! 

Ellen said: “There is a 


strong Celtic connection 
between those regions, 
and I sang one of the 
Breton songs to the 
Washington audience.” 

Ellen finds the folk 
songs, and a number 
have been arranged in a 
classical style by a 
Cardiff-based arranger, 
Jeff Howard. 

Ellen said: “It was so 
exciting to be in 
America and find people 
speaking Welsh to me. 
They are very keen 


learners and wanted to 
ask me questions about 
the places in Wales that 
their family came from.” 

After the perform¬ 
ance, Ellen headed off to 
New York - part work 
and part tourism - and 
now she is back home, 
concentrating on her 
studies at the RWCMD. 

She added: “I am just 
finishing an EP of some 
of my favourite songs, 
and hope to have that 
available soon”. 


What’s on the 
Big Screen 

BIG Screen^s next film for this season is 
Philomena (Cert 12A) on Thursday, March 
13 at 7.30pm in the Town Hall. 

A journalist (Steve Coogan) learns of the distress¬ 
ing case of an Irish woman ( Judi Dench) who, hav¬ 
ing become pregnant when much younger, had to 
give up her child and go to live in a convent. 
Together they set out on a journey to discover what 
they can about her child. 

Tickets £4 (available in advance from the Town 
Clerk’s office, or on the door). 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna DVM, MRCVS 
Mrs Sonia Susanna DVM, MRCVS 

MARCH OFFER 

CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR ELDERLY PEH 

Take advantage of 
our package which 
includes; Blood Test, 

Urine Test and 
a Consultation. 

All for only £60. 

Please email us at: westfarmvets@hotmail.co.uk 

so that we may update you on our latest offers, 
boosters and worming reminders 

North Road, Poundfield, 

Cowbridge Llantwit Major 

01446 774016 01446 794972 
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CROSSING AND RE-CROSSING 
RIVER THAW IN COWBRIDGE! 



Do any GEM readers remember this flood on Cowbridge High Street 1948? 


ShaJ?e your photographic memories^ 




Digital Heritage Day 


Thursday 20th March 

Drop-in between 10am and 4pm 


at Cowbridge Library 


Do you have old photographs of Cowbridge or the surrounding areas? 

Old family shots of events in the town? 

Come along to Cowbridge Library to share your memories and photographs. 
Call us on 01446 773941 for further details 

No need to give up your photographs - we will scan them and return the original to you on the 
same day The copies will be added to the Vale Libraries site and to the People's Collection Wales 
site giving everyone the chance to learn about the history of our area. 


BRO MORGANNWG 


Caa^tid y Cynwy 
Cateclkyi Woles 

ww.valeofglamorgan.goY.uk/libraries 


Llywodraeth Cymru 
Welsh Government 



The plaque 
and bridge 
today. 


MY interest in a weather-worn plaque set 
in the wall where the High Street joins 
Eastgate opposite the Cowbridge Book 
Shop, made me curious when I read what 
was still readable; it commemorated the 
widening of a bridge over the River 
Thaw in 1911! (The wall was actually a 
bridge parapet.) 

The River Thaw at 12.4 miles is the longest river 
within the Vale of Glamorgan, from the source just 
south of the M4 near Llanharry, to where it flows 
into the Bristol Channel. The Welsh word Aber 
usually means estuary so one can see where 
Aberthaw Power station obtained its name. 

But where it passes through Cowbridge was my 
interest. Prior to 1950, the Thaw flowed past the 
brewery, which closed in 1955 and is now a private 
residence. 

It then crossed under the road between High 
Street and Eastgate, turning west alongside the road 
and turning south where it flows now, alongside 
what was then the Blue Bell Inn. 

Part of the plaque reads: 

THE BRIDGE (OE VERY ANCIENT ORIGIN) 
OVER THE ROAD ALONGSIDE THE RIVER 
WAS WIDENED AND IMPROVED IN THE 
YEAR 191 r. 

Why was it widened? Possibly the narrower 
bridge got blocked, or in weather like we have had 
in the winter of 2013/14, could not take the volume 
of water and on times flooded the road. 

The photo shows the dignitaries, including the 
Mayor Mr David Tilley celebrating the official 
opening of the bridge. Also note the water flowing 
alongside the road before turning left behind T 
Tucker’s second hand furniture shop. 

The men leaning over the parapet to the right 
have water carriers, reminding us that piped water 
did not come to Cowbridge until 1927. 

Cowbridge embraced the motoring age with 
enthusiasm. A 1965 aerial photo of High Street 
showed a total of eight petrol pumps from Midvale 
Motors (now Tesco) up to Barclays Bank by the 
Old Hall. 

So the decision to build a modem garage where 
Tuckers Store was, with a covered forecourt was 
welcomed. A concrete slab was laid over the river 
to bridge the gap between the road and the fore¬ 
court. 

Many readers will remember the Bridge garage 
before it was demolished in about 2002 to build 
Riverside Mews. 

Unfortunately, the bridging of the gap with a 
slab caused frequent blockages of the Thaw and the 

Art society’s 
next meeting 

On Thursday, March 13, Cowbridge Art 
Society welcomes professional writer, 
multi-media artist and ecologist. Dr Lynn 
Parrwho will give a demonstration on col¬ 
lage. 

Eor three years until 2009, she was editor of the 
UK’s largest art magazine. Artists & Illustrators, so 
is well informed about current trends and methods in 
numerous areas of art. 

The society meets on Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge, 7pm-9pm. and visitors and 
new members are most welcome. 

Eor details of the society’s activities, see 
www.cowbridgeartsociety.com. 


now very busy A48 was often flooded, as this 
photo from 1948 shows. 

It was decided to straighten out the river and 
divert it to where a small stream already flowed 
between the buildings and J Hopkins & Son’s 
Monumentalist premises, now Penny Lane. The 
stream, now a very small rivulet to be seen curving 
around the back of the Town Hall car park. 

In 1950/51, the Thaw was diverted to its present 
route. The Blue Bell Inn was demolished in 1969 
to build the Eilco Supermarket. 

The plaque and parapet are all that remain physi¬ 
cally to commemorate a small part of Cowbridge’s 
history. 

The Cowbridge Charter Trust are hoping to raise 
sufficient funds to restore the plaque so it will last 
at least another 100 years. 

More photos and information on the above will 
be on display at our AGM in the Lesser Hall on 
Wednesday, March 12. Doors open 7:10pm. As a 
charity our AGM is open to the general public, so 
do please come along as you will be most welcome. 

If you would like to help, donations can be made 
at the AGM, direct to the Secretary’s address found 
on our website, or by debit or credit card on the 
appeal page on the web site: www.cctrust.co.uk. 
(Thanks go to the Cowbridge History Society and 
the Cowbridge Museum for the photos and infor¬ 
mation. 

HARRY HAILES, 
_ (trustee). 

Llanhlethian 
community 
group^s plea 
to villagers... 

AFTER our successful foray last year, 
please join together again with fellow vil¬ 
lagers to ‘hunt for’ litter throughout the 
village. 

Last year village residents collected 17 bags of lit¬ 
ter. MP Alun Cairns joined us, arriving just after the 
snap was taken. 

Hopefully, with our new litter bin recently 
installed on the paved area of ‘Ems Cottage’ at the 
bottom of Castle Hill, we won’t have to break that 
record! 

However with even more volunteers than last 
year, we may just do that. 

Some mentioned that after a short while your eyes 
‘zone in’ automatically on litter. We have a special 
additional task planned to clear a pathway leading 
off Bridge Road. 

We’ve arranged for litter grabs, plastic bags, 
gloves and so on and we’ll form five groups. Lour of 
these groups will radiate from the Llanhlethian 
Church Hall collecting litter and the fifth group will 
clear the pathway. We’ll all aim to return to the 
Church Hall by around 12 noon for some well 
earned refreshments, provided free of charge. 

For more information, call 01446 773583, or 
complete a contact form http://www.llanblethian- 
communitygroup.org.uk/LCG/Contact_Form.html. 
Please follow LCG on Twitter via our village hash- 
tag @llanblethianCG or visit the village website at: 
WWW. llanblethiancommunity group .org .uk/LCG/Welc 
ome.html. Contact LCG by emailing 
webmaster@llanblethiancommunitygroup.org.uk. 

MIKE BAILEY 
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Woman (19) is 
jailed for knife 
attack on friend 


A YOUNG woman was ter¬ 
rified when a friend, who 
arrived unexpectedly at 
her Barry home, lunged at 
her with a steak knife. 

Cardiff Crown Court heard that 
Samantha Cushing suffered a stab 
wound to her right arm during the 
incident in Williams Crescent. 

Natalie Wilson, 19, of Waltham 
Forest, London Ell, was sen¬ 
tenced to eight months in a young 
offender institution. A restraining 
order was also made preventing 
Wilson from contacting the vic¬ 
tim. 

Wilson pleaded guilty to caus¬ 
ing actual bodily harm, theft, and 
possession of a knife. 

Prosecutor Ian Kolville said 
the victim, aged 27, had known 


I byAJSICLUNA | 

Wilson for some time. 

Wilson arrived unexpectedly 
with a youth and they drank part 
of a bottle of vodka and chatted. 
Miss Cushing decided to go to 
bed and Wilson stayed, but later 
Miss Cushing discovered a 
mobile phone was missing and 
threatened to call the police. 

Suddenly, Wilson produced a 
steak knife, which terrified Miss 
Cushing. She pointed it at her, 
lunged at her and injured the top 
of her right arm. 

Wilson and her companion left 
but they were spotted on CCTV 
and arrested. 

She told the police she had had 


the knife for her own protection. 

Her solicitor, Adam Sharp said: 
“She has genuinely considered 
her life choices. Being remanded 
in custody was her first such 
experience. 

“The attack was not premedi¬ 
tated, it was a situation short 
lived, that spiralled out of con¬ 
trol”. 

He said she’d been brought up 
in a tough area of the country and 
had come to Barry to attend a 
birthday party.” 

Judge DJ Hale said: “It was a 
nasty incident, but the defendant 
has no roots, no real family, and 
she has had a pretty poor start in 
life. 

“I am not sure letting her out 
today would help.” 


Anglers’ concerns over 
fishing fines at St Brides 



ST BRIDES Angling Club members last 
week told Vale MP Alun Cairns they were 
concerned about potential fines when 
they fish off the Ogmore coastline during 
night hours. 

The local fishing club that has been in opera¬ 
tion for more than 40 years questioned the erec¬ 
tion of a sign which says the people using the car 
park at night will be fined £45 and asked Alun 


Museum’s collection 
of historic aviation 


JOHN WILMOT 
will be describing 
the Hendon RAF 
Museum collection 
of historic aircraft, 
covering 105 years 
of aviation develop¬ 
ment, at the next 
meeting of Penarth 
Aviation Society on 
Friday (March 7). 

Many of the names 
of the museum’s aero¬ 
planes have passed into 
legend - such as the 
Lysander, which 
because of its ability to 
make a steep take-off 
and a short landing, was 
used time and again for 
picking up allied spies 
from Europe in the last 
war. 

Dakotas, airborne 
since the early 1930s, 
no longer lieenced to 
take passengers in the 
UK; vintage flying 
machines like the 
Sopwith Pup and 
Camel, the only 


Hawker Typhoon in the 
world, a collection from 
the first and second 
World Wars, enemy as 
well as friendly (and a 
V1 Flying Bomb) - and 
of course the late 
lamented Concorde. 

The museum holds a 
collection of 90 historic 
aircraft covering the 
romance of aviation 
from its early year. 

Enthusiastie photog¬ 
rapher, Mr Wilmot, has 
a comprehensive collec¬ 
tion of pictures to illus¬ 
trate his talk. Visitors 
are welcome. 

Penarth Aviation 
Society meets at the 
Penarth Conservative 
Club on the first Friday 
of each month at 8pm. 
Further information 
from David Ephraim, 
telephone 01446 
721321. 

YT 


facebook.com/ 

V^'glamorgangem 


LEFT: 
Pictured 
with the MP 
are members 
of the St 
Brides 
Angling 
Club. 


Cairns to help negotiate with the local authority. 

“Members are obviously responsible and act 
in the interest of the community. I hope that the 
council will see fit to allow them to park their 
cars in the car park when they fish through the 
night hours,” he said. 

“I want to raise the option of a permit system 
to allow members to continue fishing. There is 
no doubt that racing cars in the car park at night 
is a real concern with local residents and it is 
important that restrictions are in place. 

“Last year, I asked the police to pay regular 
visits to the car park in response to local resi¬ 
dents’ complaints, but have no doubt that the 
presence of responsible individuals such as St 
Brides anglers will help deter anti social behav¬ 
iour in the area.” 


Penllyn bridge 
club results 


PENLLYN Bridge 
Club results for 
February were as 
follows: 

Thursday, Eebmary 6 
(16 pairs) - Eirst: Judith third: Barbara 
& Colin Nunn 59.64%, Easterbrook & Marian 


27, Robert Brown Cup 
(17 pairs) - Eirst: Joyce 
Hollway & Ian 
Dunglinson 57.47%, 
second: Cath Domican 
& John Hunter 56.82%, 


second: Barbara 
Easterbrook & Marian 
East 59.29%, third: Viv 
Roberts & Colin 
Easterbrook 57.86%. 

Thursday, Eebruary 
13 (15 pairs) - Eirst: Jo 
Ilsley & John Lord 
62.08%, second; Mary 
Wallis & Glenda Roberts 
54.92%, third: Viv 
Roberts & Colin 
Easterbrook 54.58%, 

Thursday, Eebruary 
20 (16 pairs) - Eirst: 
Helen & Mike Ruttley 
59.74%, second: Dot 
Williams & Pam 
Hamner 58.77%%, joint 
third: Ian Dunglinson & 
Joyce Hollway and 
David & Marion 
Stephenson 58.44%. 

Thursday, Eebruary 


East 55.36%. 


CN 


VILLAGERS AIR THEIR 
VIEWS ON BUS SERVICE 


The Vale AM with Mr and Mrs Half 
Mrs Baker and grandson 



FFERM GOCH residents in 
the rural Vale met Jane Hutt, 
the local AM, on St David^s 
Day, to give their views on the 
new Greenlinks Bus Service. 

She reported: “My con¬ 
stituents welcomed the new 


Greenlinks Bus Service which 
started in January, but also 
had some helpful suggestions 
about the new service for the 
Vale Council, including the 
need for wider publicity. 

''They would also li/ce 


improved pedestrian access to 
be considered to the A48. It 
was a very helpful meeting 
which I will report back to the 
Vale Council.” 



Llanhlethian armchair 
howls brings keen contest 


AT the February 
meeting of the 
Cowbridge 
Friendship Club, 
hopes were running 
high - as the new 
venue at 

Llanhlethian 
Church Hall had a 
wooden floor, suit¬ 
able for a game of 
armchair bowls. 

Once the two teams 
had been selected, it was 
down to business and yet 
again, we had complaints 
that the floor wasn’t 
straight. In some cases 
there was some heated 
comments - so much so, 
that with one or two 


members we were not but they managed to To find out more about 
only going to show the bring the score back to the Friendship Club, 
yellow card but there was level pegging, but with telephone 01656 668446, 
the possibility of show- the last throw of the or come along to one of 
ing one or two red ones game the red team even- our meetings which are 
as well! tually won by 20 points Thursday 

It was, however, a to 18. of the month at 

very enjoyable afternoon All the members by Llanhlethian Church 
with plenty of fun and this time were looking Next month, mem- 

laughter, at one time it forward to a cup of tea 

looked as if the blue team followed by sandwiches ^SS- 

were well out of the race and cakes. 


LLANTWIT COFFEE 

THE Mayor of Llantwit Major, Coun Keith 
Geary, is holding a coffee morning in the 
Llantonian Hall, Llantwit Major on Saturday, 
March 8 10am to 12 noon, in aid of his chosen 
charities Ty Hafan and Llantwit Major Citizens 
Advice Bureau. 

Entry for adults is £3, to include coffee or tea and 
cake; pay at the door; children admitted free; raffle. 

World Book Day 

COWBRIDGE library is celebrating World Book 
Day this Saturday, March 8, with events for chil¬ 
dren, including a Treasure Hunt and a ‘Make 
Your Own Book’ craft session from 2pm - 4pm. 

All ages welcome. Erom 11am - 12pm, two local 
authors - Michelle Briscombe and Michaela Weaver 
will be at the library to talk about their new books. 

The first 25 visitors will receive a free book! All 
events are free and no booking is required. Eor more 
information, contact the library on 01446 773941. 



Call: 0800 6349920 
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MIKE TEES OFF AS CAPTAIN! 


17 - 




1 
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RETIRED veteri¬ 
nary surgeon Mike 
King was a much- 
relieved man last 
Thursday when, 
surrounded by a 
large crowd of soci¬ 
ety members, he 
launched a fairway 
splitting opening 
drive off the first tee 
at Southerndown 
Golf Club to launch 
his year in office as 
captain of the 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society. 

Good weather condi¬ 
tions prevailed as 36 
competitors set off in 
pursuit of the coveted 
Southerndown Cup, pre¬ 
sented to the society by 
the day’s sponsor, Mr 
Glyn Watts-Jones. 


After passing an early 
morning fitness test, 
Chris Rooney set a hot 
pace scoring 18 stable- 
ford points on the front 
nine to lead the field 
before fading away on 
the back nine. 

A final score of 31 sta- 
bleford points however 
was good enough for 
Chris to take fourth 
place, just ahead of 
Martyn David, who 
scored 33. 

John Caines, with 34 
points, finished runner up 
just one point behind 
Llancadle entrepreneur 
David Williams, who fin¬ 
ished overall winner with 
35. 

In the guest section, 
Rhydian Harris playing 
off a handicap of five, 
scored 34 points to win 
his section, followed by 
Bryan Edwards who 
scored 31. 


Rhydian also collected 
the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge sponsored 
prize for the longest 
drive, in addition to 
being nearest the pin on 
the 10 th hole. 

Also collecting prizes 
for being nearest the pin 
on the other par three 
holes were John Caines, 
Keith Gibson and Bryan 
Edwards. 

Society president 
Geraint Davies received 
the captain’s prize for 
correctly forecasting the 
distance of Mike King’s 
opening drive. 

The society’s next 
meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 27, 
when members are due to 
visit Bargoed Golf Club 
for an event sponsored 
by Hire One Ltd. 

TMC 



Winning golfers Bryan Edwards, sponsor Glyn Watts-Jones, David 
Williams, Mike King, John Caines and Rhydian Harris. 


Choir shows its versatility! 


OPENING with a visit to one 
of Wales’ premier destinations, 
the Celtic Manor Resort, 
Bridgend Male Choir was 
delighted to be invited to sing a 
warm Welsh welcome to 
Waitrose managers from 
around the UK for their annu¬ 
al conference. 

The choir was very well received, 
with resounding applause for this early 
morning engagement. 

St David’s Day saw the choir invit¬ 
ed to Llanelli’s wonderful new cultural 
centre. Theatre Ewmes, to perform 
with Cor Meibion Llanelli; Cor 
Merched, Parti’r Llwchwr and the 
hugely talented Three Welsh Tenors. 

Compere Garry Owen added to the 
entertainment and the capacity audi¬ 
ence of almost 600 were clearly there 


to enjoy themselves. The wonderful 
concert was followed by an afterglow 
at the nearby Thomas Arms! 

Next up are two private engage¬ 
ments - the first at Bridgend’s 
Oldcastle School, whose choir joined 
Bridgend Male Choir recently on the 
Sony Theatre Stage and the second, a 
wedding at Coity. 

Chorister rehearsals currently 
include practice for the next “big” 
event on Friday, April 4, at Cowbridge 
Leisure Centre, when the choir takes 
part in ‘Mike Doyle in Concert, with 
Bridgend Male Choir’, with guest Jodi 
Bird (Britain’s Got Talent). 

Tickets £15 (£12 concessions) are 
available from W G Davies 
Newsagents, 38 High Street, 
Cowbridge and the News Shop, 11 
Dunraven Place, Bridgend. 


LAMBS 
celebrate 
St David 
in style! 


LAMBS local histo¬ 
ry group celebrated 
St David’s Day on 
Saturday, March 1 
with a dinner and 
Noson Lawen in 
Llansannor 
Community Hall, 
attended by 53 peo¬ 
ple. 

Proceedings were 
opened by Huana 
Simpson, who presented 
a short appreciation of 
the life and the religious 
and cultural importance 
of St David, followed by 
the reading of a Welsh 
poem. 

Dinner comprised tra¬ 
ditional cawl and a selec¬ 
tion of 21st century cre¬ 
ations based on Welsh 
desserts, including Bara 
Brith avec Merlin liqueur 
jus, Afon Mel Mead trifle 
and Llansannor damson 
pie. The meal concluded 


with a selection of Welsh 
cheeses and biscuits. 

After dinner, a highly 
enjoyable session of 
musical entertainment 
was led by local amateur 
musicians, Carole (at 
keyboard) and Mai 
Evans. With the aid of 
songsheets, diners were 
able to join in a rousing 
medley of well known 
and loved Welsh songs 
and the evening ended 
with Welsh cakes and 
coffee. 

Carole and Mai were 
thanked by Trevor 
Morgan, who had acted 
as MC for the evening 
and as an occasional 
third group singer. 

Peter Jarvis thanked 
the LAMBS group for 
again organising what 
had proved to be a very 
successful community 
event. 

MB 


Rugby academy building on success 



HOUSEBUILDER Taylor 
Wimpey has pledged to 
sponsor a school rugby 
academy’s top-performing 
squad for at least one year. 

The Cardiff Blues rugby acade¬ 
my, based at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School, will use the 
sponsorship fund to pay for playing 
kits, training kits, transport, training 
equipment and medical costs, as 
well as funding a weekly physio¬ 
therapy clinic for the players. 

The squad is made up of year- 
12-13 students and currently tops 
group B of the Welsh Rugby Union 
Wednesday under-18 league. 

Matt Silva, director of rugby for 
the academy, said: “This is an 
absolutely fantastic donation from 
Taylor Wimpey. The sponsorship 
means it becomes a much more pro¬ 
fessional product we are offering 
the students. 

“The players are hugely grateful 
for this investment and it means the 
new rugby academy will have the 
best start possible.” 

The rugby academy, which 
launched earlier this year, currently 
has 26 registered players and the 
number is expected to grow to 
between 40 and 50 in its second 
year. 


on-demand' bus service 


G1 Llantwit Maior to 
Bridgend via Cowbridge 
and sunrouixJing villages 
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Left to right; GTHC Events Manager Nicky Piper, champion leuan Lloyd 
and Peter^s Marketing Director Clare Morgan. 

Champion pie 
eaters munch 
for charities! 


A TOTAL of 44 
people from the 
University of Wales 
Air Squadron took 
part in a pie-eating 
contest at MoD St 
Athan on February 
26 and raised £220 
for Help for 
Heroes, NSPCC 
and the RAF 
Benevolent Fund. 

During the evening, 
150 pies were eaten and 
the champion was 
Officer Cadet George 
Bowring-Lossock, a 
fresher on the squadron, 
who managed 9 pies in 
20 minutes! 

The organiser. Officer 
Cadet Zac Hazard, said: 
“The squadron is always 
enthusiastic and creative 
in our approach to 
fundraising. The pie¬ 
eating challenge was 
really fun and we’re 
grateful for the support 
from Peter’s Pies.” 

In a similar event at 
Walkabout, Cardiff in 
aid of George Thomas 
Hospice Care, the win¬ 
ner was leuan Lloyd 
from Penarth. 

A total of 79 pies was 
consumed in three 10- 


minute rounds and 
Olympic swimmer 
leuan won the title of 
pie champion for a sec¬ 
ond year after eating a 
record eight pies in ten 
minutes. 

Ex-champion boxers 
Nicky Piper and Steve 
Robinson couldn’t bring 
enough fight on the 
night to beat the 18- 
year-old, eating seven 
pies between them. 

Commenting on the 
win, leuan said: “I 
aimed to eat at least 
eight pies to beat my 
record of six and a half 
last year, and obviously 
I wanted to retain the 
title. I’m really pleased 
to have succeeded on 
both fronts, but I’ll defi¬ 
nitely be upping my 
training this week!” 

Spectators enjoyed a 
pie and pint for £3 as 
the action unfolded, and 
funk soul band Brother 
Ray entertained between 
rounds. 

Llewelyn Smith (29) 
from Newport scooped 
the trophy for the fastest 
pie eaten - after chomp¬ 
ing one down in 33 sec¬ 
onds. 

He said: “I was sur¬ 
prised to win but really 


pleased. I watched the 
clock to see what my 
time was for the first pie 
and thought 33 seconds 
was a good effort. 
Peter’s are my favourite 
pies, so it did make the 
challenge that little bit 
easier! The whole 
evening has been really 
fun.” 

George Thomas 
Hospice Events 
Manager Nicky Piper 
said: “The money raised 
will help more cancer 
patients receive the 
treatment they need in 
the comfort of their 
homes. 

“Thank you to Peter’s 
Pies for helping to 
organise what has been 
a great event, and for 
making the evening pos¬ 
sible.” 


Churches Together: 

Radical Welcome 

THERE will be a unwelcome, as well as 
lecture at United the church community 
Free Church, itself, to explore the 

Cowbridge at practice of Jesus; to find 

7.30pm on Friday, a way which creates a 
March 14 entitled community of compas- 
^The Church and sion and embrace that 
^The Other’ — many are seeking.” 
Moving Beyond Rev Peter Noble is 
Inclusivity’ . lead Chaplain of the 

Rev Heather Weddel Cardiff Bay Ecumenical 
said: “We will consider chaplaincy and previ- 
‘Radical Welcome’ and 
why a recovery of the ^ i 

Benedictine prLice of 

‘hospitality’ can enable National Synod of Wales 
people who otherwise in the United Reformed 
feel excluded and Church. 


RNLI’s 

beach 

lessons 

FOUR Welsh RNLI 
lifeguards including 
Nicky Palmer from 
Barry, are part of a 
specialist RNLI 
team travelling 
around the UK 
teaching inner-city 
school children how 
to stay safe on the 
coast this summer. 

They are visiting pri¬ 
mary schools as part of 
the charity’s ‘Beach to 
City ’ programme . 

RNLI lifeguards 
assisted nearly 22,000 
people on UK and ROI 
beaches in 2013 - a 33 
per cent increase com¬ 
pared to the previous 
year. 

The aim of ‘Beach to 
City’ is to explain the 
possible dangers out on 
the coast, as well as 
teaching lifesaving skills 
in a fun and interactive 
way. 


Y Bont Faen pupils go for 
another world record 
ahead of World Book Day! 


PUPILS at Y Bont Faen 
Primary took the lead in 
a world record attempt 
spanning four countries 
on Monday, March 3. 

The schools taking part in the 
clay modelling session helped 
raise money to provide libraries, 
books and learning facilities for 
children who cannot access 
reading materials. 

Along with schools from the 
UK, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates, the Y 
Bont Eaen family attempted to 
set a new record for the largest 
number of people making play- 


dough models at the same time. 

The Y Bont Eaen pupils set 
the world record in November 
as part of Children In Need Day 
for the most people ‘Dough 
Discoing’, and served as the 
inspiration for Shonette Bason 
to take it to a global audience! 

More than 200 schools, 
totalling over 5,000 pupils took 
part in the attempt, organised by 
North East teacher and 
International Speaker Shonette 
Bason-Wood. 

They began by exercising to 
her popular ‘Dough Disco’ chil¬ 
dren’s video, an activity 
designed to help children devel¬ 


op manual dexterity and motor 
skills. This was followed by a 
mass, international model-mak¬ 
ing. 

Money raised will go to the 
Room to Read charity. 

Shonette said: “Thursday, 
March 6 is World Book Day and 
I’ve been inspired recently by 
my friend Eraser Baillie, who is 
cycling 40,000 miles around the 
world for Room to Read. 

“Dough Disco is probably 
one of the most popular videos 
on my website and so we 
thought, let’s see how much we 
can raise and if we can have a 
stab at the World Record to 


boot, even better. 

“I was amazed just how 
many schools from so many dif¬ 
ferent places wanted to get 
involved and now it looks like 
we have a chance not just of 
beating the record, but smashing 
it. It’s still days away and I’m 
already so excited I could pop!” 

If you would like to see the 
school’s part in the world 
record, then tap/click along to 
the school website www.ybont- 
faen.com and tap/click on the 
YBF Radio to see the video! 

MG 



Ysgol Brynteg School 

A tradition of Excellence 




Why Brynteg Sixth Form? 

Excellent examination success for all students in this 
Band 2 school 

Very broad inclusive curriculum that offers an unrivalled 
choice of 35+ AS, A2 and BTEC L2 and L3 subjects 
Flexible learning programmes to cater for individual 
student needs 

An environment of academic and pastoral coaching that 
supports and encourages students to achieve their potential 
An outstanding tradition of academic sporting and cultural success 
Nearly all students achieve a place at their first place university 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 

Tuesday 11th March 6 to 8 pm 
UPPER SCHOOL HALL-ALL WELCOME 

A range of presentations including... 

• Information on all courses 

• An outline of the excellent support provided 

• The vast extra-curricular opportunities available 

Please contact Mr A Harris, Head of Sixth Form 

for more information 

Ysgol Brynteg School, Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3ER 
Tel: 01656 641800 email 
admin@bryntegcs.bridgend.sch.uk 
www.bryntegschool.co.uk 

©brvnteaschool ^ facebook.com/pages/Brynteg-school/ 

^ ^ ■*'* 123041967749952 
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The Archbishop at St Mary’s Church with Susan Lloyd Selby, 
Father Ben Andrews and the Vale Assembly Member, Jane Hutt. 


THE growth in 
Foodbanks shows 
we care about each 
other but also raises 
questions about 
why they exist at all, 
the Archbishop of 
Wales said last week 
when he opened 
Barry’s second 
Foodbank. 

Dr Barry Morgan said 
he was both happy and 
sad to be opening the 
foodbank in St Mary’s 
Church which is the sec¬ 
ond distribution centre in 
the town. 

It is also the fourth 
Foodbank in the county. 

The town centre 
church will open every 
Friday afternoon for peo¬ 
ple to collect parcels of 
donated food, and also 
have a cup of tea, chat 
and find advice. 

The Archbishop said: 
“I am glad to be here but 
I am sad to be here. I am 
glad because it is tremen- 


THE National 
Assembly for Wales 
is launching an 
automatic language 
translation system 
which will put the 
Welsh language 
firmly on a global 
IT platform. 

It has become the lat¬ 
est to join a growing list 
of languages to benefit 
from translation services 
provided by Microsoft 
Translator. 

“This is a great day 
for the Welsh lan¬ 
guage, ” says Assembly 
Commissioner with 
responsibility for the 
Welsh language, Rhodri 
Glyn Thomas AM. 

“Welsh will now sit 
proudly in the Microsoft 
Translator family of lan¬ 
guages, which is a sig¬ 
nificant achievement. It 
is a great step forward 
in bilingual working that 


dous that in our society 
there are still people who 
care enough about others 
to do something practical 
and bring food to centres 
like this. 

“And I am very proud 
of the fact that the church 
has been in the vanguard 
of helping people who 
are down on their luck - 
because if the church of 
God doesn’t care for their 
neighbours then heaven 
help us. 

“Unless there is health 
and happiness for every¬ 
one there isn’t health and 
happiness for anyone 
because we are all part of 
one society. 

“I am sad because 
such a thing ought not to 
be needed. What is it 
about our society where 
people are so desperate 
that they have nowhere 
else to turn to?” 

Archbishop Morgan 
said that in comparative 
terms the UK was a very 
rich country. 

“Those of us who can 


we have been able to 
help with the develop¬ 
ment of such a powerful 
translation system. 

“Working in partner¬ 
ship with Microsoft has 
allowed the technology 
experts and Welsh lan¬ 
guage users to work 
together to create an 
automatic language 
translation system that 
will help us to deliver 
exemplary bilingual 
services, which is a key 
commitment for the 
Assembly Commission. 

“It will help to facili¬ 
tate communication with 
people in the language 
of their choice, and will 
help those who are 
learning Welsh or who 
wish to understand 
Welsh in the workplace 
- although, of course, 
this technology supports 
the use of Welsh in every 
aspect of life, and not 
just the workplace.” 


afford food can’t begin to 
imagine what it must be 
like for people who are at 
their wits’ end because 
they don’t know where 
their next meal is coming 
from or how they are 
going to pay their bills. 

“That’s a reflection on 
all of us, on Britain as a 
society - we are a broken 
society in some ways. So 
alongside my pride and 
gladness is this terrible 
sadness about what is 
happening in our socie¬ 
ty” 

Vale Foodbank co¬ 
ordinator, Susan Lloyd- 
Seby said St Mary’s 
Church was chosen as a 
central location follow¬ 
ing support from its 
Rector, Father Ben 
Andrews. 

She said: “We are 
delighted that the 
Archbishop was able to 
join us to open our new 
distribution centre in St 
Mary's Church. 

“We have now fed 
more than 6,000 local 
people in crisis and are 
continuing to see an 
increase in the number of 
people referred to us for 
support.” 

Father Ben said: 
“Barry is a very mixed 
community and there is 
sadly an increasing need 
for the foodbank’s work. 

“St. Mary’s is central¬ 
ly located in the heart of 
Barry town and the cen¬ 
tre at St. Mary’s is 
expected to be busy. 

“We are delighted to 
be able to offer the 
church as a distribution 
centre, to be able to offer 
practical Christian help, 
and to make a positive 
difference to people who 
are in need.” 

St Mary’s distribution 
centre will be open on 
Friday afternoons from 
2-3pm. 

The three other Vale 
foodbanks are in Barry, 
Dinas Powys and 
Llantwit Major. 


Welsh language is 
going global online! 


Research student 
wins diabetes 
volunteer award 



Diabetes UK president Richard 
Lane with James Pearson. 


DIABETES UK 
Cymru has hon¬ 
oured a Vale PhD 
student for his vol¬ 
untary work sup¬ 
porting the charity 
in the area. 

James Pearson, 25, a 
diabetes research student 
at Cardiff University, 
won the Raising 
Awareness Award at the 
national Inspire Awards 
in Swansea last week. 

In addition to his 
work researching dia¬ 
betes, James has been a 
committed volunteer and 
helped to raise aware¬ 
ness of Diabetes UK 
Cymru’s work in a vari¬ 
ety of ways by joining 
his local Vale of 
Glamorgan diabetes sup¬ 
port group. 

“Through his dedica¬ 
tion and commitment to 
improving the lives of 
people living with the 
condition, James has 
worked to involve health 
care professionals and 
his research colleagues 


in the work of the group, 
an approach that has 
been adopted by several 
other voluntary groups 
in Wales,” a spokes¬ 
woman said. 

“James organised a 
national event to cele¬ 
brate World Diabetes 
Day in November last 
year, bringing together 
leading diabetes special¬ 
ists to discuss the condi¬ 
tion. 

“He is also a keen 
fundraiser for Diabetes 
UK Cymru, raising vital 
funds to support people 
living with diabetes. 

“He has supported the 
national charity partner¬ 
ship project with Tesco, 
using it as an opportuni¬ 
ty to further promote the 
charity and the benefits 
of becoming involved 
with a local diabetes 
support group.” 

To find out more 
about becoming a volun¬ 
teer for Diabetes UK 
Cymru, email 
wales ©diabetes .org .uk 
or call 029 2066 8276. 


Council hopes 
for Assembly 
roads grant 


THE Vale Council 
has identified four 
roads where safety 
improvements are 
needed - and has 
published the acci¬ 
dent figures for 
each. 

At a meeting of the 
Vale Council cabinet, it 
was decided to take the 
four schemes forward 
and apply for a Welsh 
Government road safety 
grant to pay for them 

The cabinet meeting 
was on February 24, 
and the grant bids had 
to be in by February 28. 

The capital schemes 
being proposed, subject 
to getting the grant, are 
as fallows.■ 

Priority 1: Cardiff 
Road, Barry, from the 
McDonalds roundabout 
to Dinas Powys Station, 
where safety improve¬ 
ments to the highway 
are planned. 

In the last five years, 
the report considered by 
the cabinet said there 
have been four slight 
accidents, three serious, 
and one fatality along 
this stretch of road. 

Priority 2: Bonvilston 
A48, Vehicle Activated 
Speed Signs. 

In the last five years, 
there have been two 


slight accidents, two 
serious and one fatal. 

Priority 3: Port Road 
Colcot Road round¬ 
about, improvements for 
highway traffic and 
pedestrians. 

At this roundabout, 
there have been seven 
slight accidents in the 
last five years. 

Priority 4: Boverton 
Road, Llantwit Major 
Puffin crossing and 
relocation of the bus 
stop. 

The report said that 
that in the last five 
years, there had been 
three slight accidents at 
this location. 


Barry Cadets take 
an ‘exciting’ glider 
flight at St Athan 


RECENTLY, Air 
Cadets Lachlan 
Davies, Zena 
Poulakis and Pippa 
from 372 (Barry) 
Squadron flew in 
the modern Vigilant 
glider at MoD St 
Athan to experience 
glider flying at first 
hand. 

Arriving early in the 
morning at 634 
Volunteer Gliding 
Squadron, the Cadets 
were immediately given 
detailed safety, weather, 
flying and operational 
briefs and introduced to 
the pilots and ground 
staff who would be look¬ 
ing after them. 

The aim was to gain 
experience of flying a 
glider under the guid¬ 
ance of the pilot, using 
the control column and 
rudder pedals. Each 
flight typically lasted 20- 
30 minutes; flying at 
about 1,500 feet is suffi¬ 
cient to carry out all the 
training on each particu¬ 
lar sortie, as well as pro¬ 
viding excellent aerial 
views of the Vale. 

The Cadets were actu¬ 
ally surprised at just how 
easy it felt to fly the 
glider. 

They thoroughly 



ABOVE: Cadet Lachlan in the cockpit 
of the Vigilant motor glider. 


enjoyed themselves 
while passing their glid¬ 
ing induction course, 
with ‘flying colours’. 

Lachlan said: “The 
flight was really exciting 
and I can’t wait to fly in 
the Vigilant again. It 
was an amazing flight. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
views and taking control 
of glider was totally 
unreal.” 

The Air Cadets also 
undertake many other 
activities including 
adventure training, 
shooting, sport, field 
craft, project work and 
the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme, expedi¬ 


tions and camps to 
RAE stations around the 
UK. 

If you have a spirit for 
adventure, 372 (Barry) 
Squadron have vacan¬ 
cies for boys and girls 
between 13-18 years old. 
The Squadron parade on 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays 7pm - 
9.30pm behind Adams 
Funeral Parlour (by the 
Memorial Hall) or you 
can phone the Squadron 
on 01446 747734, email 
oc.372@aircadets.org or 
visit 

WWW.372squadron .org 
for more information. 

JH 


MP’s CONCERN OVER 
THE FUTURE OF 
VALE BUS SERVICES 


THE future of bus 
services in the Vale 
can now be clari¬ 
fied, following an 
announcement on 
the level of bus sub¬ 
sidies over the next 
three years. 

Alun Cairns, the 
local MP plans to meet 
local bus operators to 
establish which routes 
could be affected. 

The key element for 
services has been 
dependent on the level 
of income bus compa¬ 
nies receive from the 
pensioner and disabled 
bus passes. Under cur¬ 
rent arrangements they 
receive 74 per cent of 
the average fare for 
each journey. New 
Welsh Government’s 
arrangements have 
reduced that to 64 per 
cent. 

Mr Cairns 

explained: “The Welsh 


Government are reduc¬ 
ing the money every 
year over the next 
three year period by 
£2million per year. 

“The operators will 
only be given 64 per 
cent of the cost of the 
average single fare in 
subsidies. This is a 
reduction from just 
under 74 per cent and 
whilst I appreciate this 
could have been worse 
I am still very con¬ 
cerned about the risk 
to local routes. 

“Bus companies 
need to cover costs and 
a reduction in their 
income will put local 


services at risk. I see 
only two alternatives. 
They must either 
attract more passen¬ 
gers or the Vale 
Council must subsidise 
the routes. 

“I am concerned for 
the future of bus serv¬ 
ices in the Vale and in 
particular the 98 serv¬ 
ices. I call on the local 
authority to look into 
this as a matter of 
urgency and work with 
me, residents, bus com¬ 
panies and passenger 
groups to ensure that 
the most vulnerable are 
not further disadvan¬ 
taged.” 


AM welcomes Vale 
‘towns strategy’ 

REGIONAL AM, Andrew RT Davies, has 
welcomed the publication of a strategy to 
boost the Vale’s four main historic towns. 

He said the strategy was “an important step in the 
right direction” but called for genuine vision to turn 
it into reality. 

Consultants have finished work on a vision for 
Barry, Cowbridge, Llantwit Major and Penarth, 
highlighting ways in which each could develop by 
playing to the strength of their historic strengths and 
reputations. 

He said: “This document is a step in the right 
direction, but we do need to see real leadership and 
vision to bring these bold words off the paper and 
into reality.” 


Vale roadworks 


Temporary traffic control: Wordsworth 
Avenue, Penarth. 

Roadworks: Stanwell Road, Penarth; A48 from 
Culverhouse Cross to Brocastle, Bridgend. 

Barry Docks Link Road, Barry (March 10-21). 
Temporary traffic control: St Athan Road, 
Cowbridge; A4050 Port Road, Wenvoe from 
Windrush House to Copper Beech; B4267 
Leckwith Viaduct and River Bridge, Leckwith 
Road. 

Road closure: Lane to the south of Pendoylan 
between Pendoylan Nurseries and Gwern-y- 
Steeple. 

Temporary traffic control: Junction Lavernock 
Road, Penarth to opposite 82 Victoria Road; 
B4265, from Gileston Cross to the Old Mill, St 
Athan. 

Roadworks: A48; B4265 Wick to Ewenny; 
A4231 - Barry Docks Link Road; Argae Lane; 
A4050 Forth Road, Wenvoe; St Andrews Road, 
Dinas Powys. 

Temporary traffic control: Heol Y Nant Road, 
Llandow under rail bridge. 

Roadworks: Junction 34, Miskin interchange; 
Sully Road, Penarth to Cog. 
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VALE MP’s VIEWPOINT 

‘COUNCIL TAX RISE 
IS OUTRAGEOUS’ 


B y the time this col¬ 
umn is published, 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
leadership is likely to 
have confirmed a 4.5 per 
cent council tax increase 
for residents. 

This is probably going to 
be the highest increase across 
the UK. I cannot believe that 
such a proposal has been 
contemplated. It is outra¬ 
geous, unfair, and nothing 
short of a scandal. 

Inflation is 1.9 per cent, 
which means that they plan 
to increase our taxes by more 
than twice the cost of living. 
Enough is enough. 

This increase is a slap in 
the face of hardworking peo¬ 
ple across Barry and the Vale 
trying to make ends meet. 

In England, council tax 
rates have broadly been 
frozen for the last three years 
to help people through the 
difhcult economic conditions. 
Wales received the same 
money to allow taxes to be 
frozen, but chose to use the 
money on different priorities. 

Locally, however, I fail to 
understand why our 
Labour/Llantwit Eirst coali¬ 
tion are introducing increases 
that could well be the highest 
across the whole of Britain. 

If any council proposes an 
increase above 2 per cent in 



Vale MP 
Alun Cairns 

reports to 
GEM readers 


England, they have to run a 
local referendum to gain 
approval. The Welsh 
Government chose to opt out 
of this plan, so our opportu¬ 
nity to block such an increase 
is restricted to showing the 
council cabinet how we feel. 
It is important that we tell 
them. 

As a council taxpayer, I 
am infuriated that tens of 
thousands of pounds were 
spent on new chairs for the 
council chamber, on top of 


the hundreds of thousands of 
pounds they spent on its ren¬ 
ovation. Did these projects 
have to cost so much? 

Earlier this year, I 
launched a ‘Ereeze the Bill - 
the Council Tax Bill’ cam¬ 
paign. It is hard to believe 
that the same people that are 
planning to increase our 
council tax by 4.5 per cent 
are the same ones that are 
calling for energy prices to be 
frozen. 

This is sheer hypocrisy. 
This is a bill that they have 
complete control over (unlike 
international energy prices), 
so why not use their power to 
help hardworking people by 
freezing the council tax bill 
instead? 

There is a need for a better 
settlement from the Welsh 
Government to us here in the 
Vale and I launched a ‘Eair 
funding’ campaign to help 
our local council. I cannot 
believe that they didn’t want 
to be part of the all-party 
effort. 

Why would they not want 
to seek a better settlement 
from the Welsh Government? 

This is at a time when 
everyone is trying to recover 
from the deepest recession in 
a century. 

Every effort must be made 
to alleviate costs on working 
people. 


News out of class at the 
Barry Comprehensive 


Revision week¬ 
end 

A TOTAL of 46 stu¬ 
dents and 25 teach¬ 
ers and learning 
support assistants 
ignored usual week¬ 
end pastimes to 
study crucial skills 
at a Cardiff Hotel 
last weekend. 

Mr Mark Kennedy tar¬ 
geted the boys very care¬ 
fully, with the ultimate 
goal being that all 46 
learners achieve a maths 
and English qualification 
and at least three other 
GCSEs. 

The school has run a 
similar programme for 
16 years, but changed the 
format dramatically to 
ensure that there was a 
bespoke maths or 
English focus for select¬ 
ed students. 

The other significant 
change was the small 
group focus; the students 
really valued this, as no 
group was bigger than 
six and some were two or 
three students. 

One student said: 
“Working in small 
groups has meant that I 
know exactly what to do 
and how to do it.” 

The programme for 
the weekend was intense, 
consisting of structure, 
focused group sessions, 
motivational sessions, 
peer mentoring training, 
maths apps support and a 
Webinar from a maths 



specialist in Dubai. 

Julia Carmichael and 
Laura Morris (specialist 
English and maths advi¬ 
sors from the consor¬ 
tium) also visited and 
were clearly impressed 
by the commitment of 
staff and the positive atti¬ 
tudes of the students 
involved. 

It was only the start of 
a final drive in this inten¬ 
sive stage of the boys’ 
training and the students 
know they will be meet¬ 
ing their curriculum 
mentors every two weeks 
in order to monitor 
progress and attitude to 
learning. 

We wish our learners 
every success in this final 
five months of focused 



Students listening intently to the presenter. 


work and have faith that 
they will ‘finish strong’. 
We also thank a small 
army of staff who made 
the weekend possible and 
for their continued hard 
work and dedication in 
providing an 

‘Opportunity to Succeed’ 
for every student. 

AC 


Centre 

reopens 

PENARTH Leisure 
Centre, which was 
recently damaged by 
fire, re-opened on 
Monday (March 3). 





We offer over 40 different subjects 
at AS / A2, BTEC & WBQ, the 
highest number in the locality 

Barry Comprehensive School 
01446 411411 
www.barrycomp.com 

Bryn Hafren Comprehensive School 
i 01446 403500 

I www.brynhafren.webeden.co.uk 




You are invited to the 




Barry Sixth Form 
Information Evening 

for prospective students 
Find out more on 

Thursday 13th March 

at Barry Comprehensive Schooi 
from 5 P.M. to 7 P.M. 
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Ancient and modern line 
up for flood-hit farmers 




Toddlers practice their Welsh! 


THE Vale MP^ Alun Cairns^ 
recently spent a morning with 
members of Babi Bach baby 
group at Coconuts Play Centre 
in Barry, to watch the youngest 
toddlers learn and practice 
Welsh. 

Founded by Penni Carr, Babi Bach 
aims to introduce children to the lan¬ 
guage from the youngest age. 

He commented: thoroughly 


enjoyed the experience, which took 
me back to my playgroup days. Penni 
does a fantastic job with the children 
teaching them Welsh through music 
and language. 

^By using song and nursery 
rhymes in both Welsh and English, it 
makes learning fun. 

re-visited many songs from my 
childhood and to see such small chil¬ 
dren learning through the medium of 
play was very inspiring.” 


Porthcaivl and Barry, 
together for St David! 


MODERN tractors 
will line up against 
vintage counter¬ 
parts this Sunday 
(March 9), when 
Glamorgan NFU 
Cymru members 
set out to raise 
money for flood-hit 
farmers in 
Somerset. 

The farming commu¬ 
nity in Glamorgan has 
been so moved by the 
plight of fellow farmers 
in the Somerset Levels 
that it wanted to do its 
bit to help. The sugges¬ 
tion to hold a fund-rais¬ 
ing tractor run came 


from Glamorgan Iron 
Horse Vintage Society 
member, Richard Rees 
and arable farmer, 
Richard Anthony. 

On Sunday, around 
150 tractors old and new 
are expected to take to 
the coast road around 
Ogmore and Marcross, 
with each driver paying 
£10 to enter. 

Mr Rees said the 
plight of the farmers in 
Somerset was very much 
on the minds of the local 
community. “We have 
hurried things along to 
get this run organised 
while the events in 
Somerset are still fresh 
in everyone’s minds,” he 


explained... “And for 
those rugby fans anxious 
about missing the 
England v Wales rugby 
international, the event 
will have ended before 
kick-off.” 

Mr Rees says the 
society expects to raise 
around £5,000 from 
entry fees, a raffle and 
sponsorship. 

“We have had some 
very generous pledges 
from local agricultural 
suppliers and tractor 
companies,” he reported. 

The 20-mile run will 
start from and end at Mr 
Anthony’s farm at Pentre 
Hwnt Farm, Llampha 
and is not restricted to 
vintage tractors - to 
encourage a greater 
number of people to par¬ 
ticipate: “We wanted the 


maximum number of 
tractors to get involved 
so we’ve thrown it open 
to everyone with a trac¬ 
tor,” Mr Anthony said. 

The line-up will 
include two extreme 
examples of tractors 
spanning the generations 
- a Case Quadtrac 600hp 
and a 1920s Standard 
Fordson. Mr Anthony 
learned to drive on the 
Fordson. 

“When you see the 
tractors next to each 
other, it gives a tremen¬ 
dous snapshot of how far 
the industry has pro¬ 
gressed. I don’t think we 
will see such progress in 
the next generation,” he 
said. 

The tractor run will 
leave Pentre Hwnt at 
10am. Drivers will stop 


en route for a hot meal 
at Llandow Circuit pro¬ 
vided by farmer’s 
daughter, Gath Jones. Mr 
Anthony encouraged as 
many people as possible 
to come along to the 
start line at 9.30am 
when hot drinks and 
cakes will be served. 

“We want to give 
these tractors a good 
send-off and raise as 
much money as possible 
for the farmers,” he said. 
“It could be another year 
before they are able to 
provide their own animal 
feed, this isn’t a short¬ 
term situation and they 
need our help.” 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Richard 
Rees on 07796 330089 
or Richard Anthony on 
07970 820152. 


TWO of south 
Wales’ most popular 
seaside resorts came 
together on 
Saturday to cele¬ 
brate the principali¬ 
ty’s patron Saint 
when Porthcawl 
Male Choir were 
joined by the Barry- 
based, Vale of 
Glamorgan Brass 
Band, at the town’s 
All Saints Church in 
a St David’s Day 
concert. 

The choir was under 
the baton of musical 
director, Mair Jones and 
accompanied by 
Richard Davies, while 
the band was under the 
direction of its conduc¬ 
tor, David Short. 

Fittingly, the primary 
theme of the evening for 
both band and choir was 
the music of Wales, 
with the band playing 
such pieces as the 
Castell Coch march, 
Sospan Each and an 
entertaining and differ¬ 
ent arrangement of 
Llwn On, more famil¬ 
iarly known as the Ash 
Grove. 

One of Wales’ most 
popular pieces, 
Myfanwy, was played 
as a solo piece on the 
euphonium, which 
proved to be very popu¬ 
lar with the audience. 

The choir comple¬ 
mented the Welsh- 
themed-programme with 
a variety of pieces such 
as. Let all Men Sing, 
Anthem from Chess and 
World In Union, as well 
as the latin, Ave Verum. 

The Welsh melodies 
included the much loved 
Tydi Y Rhoddaist, in 
which the second tenor 
section of the choir 
excels, Bryn Myrddin, 

LENTEN 

LUNCHES 

THE churches of St 
PauFs and Merthyr 
Dyfan are holding 
Lenten lunches at St 
PauVs Avenue on 
March 11 and March 
18, and April 1-8 from 
12.30pm-2pm. 

The lunches will con¬ 
sist of soup, cheese, bis¬ 
cuits, baguettes, tea or 
coffee, for £2. 


Rachie and the emotion¬ 
al piece O Cymru. 

At the end of the first 
half, the choir and band 
came together in a ren¬ 
dering of the ever-popu- 
lar hymn Gwahoddiad 
with its stirring Amen 
ending. 

This joint effort was 
repeated as a finale at 
the end of the concert 
with. Guide Me O Thou 
Great Jehovah, in which 
the audience joined in. 

The Welsh National 


WHEN the winners 
of the 2014 LGU 
and CCLA council¬ 
lor achievement 
awards were 

announced at a cer¬ 
emony in 

Westminster City 
Hall recently, Barry 
Labour councillor, 
Rob Curtis, was 
announced as 
Sustainability 
Champion of the 
Year. 

Coun Rob Curtis, cab¬ 
inet member responsible 
for the environment and 
visible services and the 
Vale Council’s 

Biodiversity Champion 
said: “Without the sup¬ 
port of the people of 
Barry and the wider Vale 


Anthem drew the con¬ 
cert to an end with 
band, choir and audi¬ 
ence singing together. 

This was the first 
occasion in which the 
Porthcawl Male Choir 
and the Vale Of 
Glamorgan Brass Band 
have come together, it is 
sincerely hoped that it 
will not be the last. 

JOHN WILLIAMS 
(Porthcawl Male 
Voice Choir) 


I could achieve nothing. 

“I want to dedicate 
this award to all the hard 
working front line coun¬ 
cil staff and, most impor¬ 
tantly, the volunteers 
who support my environ¬ 
mental work week in, 
week out. 

“The judges were 
impressed with the way 
the Vale Council had 
highlighted the impor¬ 
tance of the ‘State of 
Nature Report’ to our 
local bio-diversity; the 
way we have added a 
‘Sustainability and 
Climate Change’ section 
to all council reports; and 
also the award-winning 
beach cleaning work of 
the ‘Friends of Barry 
Beaches’, which I 
launched nearly four 
years ago,” he explained. 


PACT meetings 

BUTTRILLS PACT, at The Philip John 
Community Room, Barry Library on March 6 at 
6.30pm. 

ILLTYD PACT at the Mount Sorrel Hotel, 
Porthkerry Road on March 20 at 7pm. 

COURT PACT at The HUB, YMCA, Court Road 
Barry on March 20 at 6pm. 

CADOC PACT at the Palmerston Community 
and Learning Centre on March 26 at 7pm. 

PLYMOUTH PACT at The Community Centre, 
Brockhill Way, Penarth, on March 12 at 7pm. 

STAN WELL PACT at The Pod, St Lukes 
Avenue, Penarth, on March 14 at 7pm. 

Hearing 

Tests 
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YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN £25 

to spend with any GEM advertiser this week. 
Competition running every week during 2014. 


Simply answer the question posted 
on Facebook each week. 

You will find the answer in that week’s 
GEM which is available online and in print 
every Thursday. 

Inbox us your answer and contact details. 
Competition closes at 5pm every Monday. 

Every week a winner is chosen at 
random and will have £25 to spend with 
any advertiser in that week’s GEM! 




Like us on facebook: 
facebook.com/glamorgangem 


DO YOU HAVE 
MISTED/FOGGY 
DOUBLE GLAZING 

No need to 
change the 
window. 

Just change 
the glass. 

Tel: 01446 741579 
Mob: 07909 991691 
JONES upvc 



Councillor’s 
top national 
award delight 
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WE’VE FILLED IN THE BLANKS! 



We are grateful to GEM readers for filling in the missing blanks in this 1950s picture of Barry Town 
AFC personnel. Left to right: 1. George Ryan (director). 2. The manager, Harry Haslam. 3. George 
Gray. 4 Colin Vincent. 5. Peter Isaacs. 6. John Prosser. 7 Ken Dolman. 8. Albert Gardner (trainer). 9. 
Basil Bright 10 Brian James. 11. Seymour Isaacs (voluntary clerical staff) 12. George Evans. 13 Elwyn 
Brewer. 14 Trevor Clarke. 15 Dick Twigg. 16 Bill Hanbury. 17 Mr Snook (director). 


Villagers oppose 
Bluebirds’ plan for 
Vale training base 


PLANS to build a state-of- 
the-art training academy 
for Cardiff City FC at 
Hensol in the Vale were 
announced with a great 
fanfare in May last year - 
but local villagers fear that 
they will be “over¬ 
whelmed” by the develop¬ 
ment. 

They have formed an action 
group, the Hensol Community 
Group (HCG), to oppose the 
scheme, which will spread out 
over 37 acres, with 15 training 
pitches . 

The immediate area already 
plays host to the Welsh Rugby 
Union’s National Centre of 
Excellence - the base for Warren 
Gatland’s national side. 

The HCG chairman, Janet 


Israel, told The GEM: “The area is 
classed as being of special land¬ 
scape value, comprising lowland 
grass, so surely they should be 
looking at a brownfield site. 

“Also, one building will be very 
large indeed - 100 metres long - 
and will dominate the area. We are 
a tiny community and feel that our 
hamlet, comprising 19 homes, will 
simply be overwhelmed.” 

She said: “It is very difficult 
when you are up against the much 
greater resources that developers 
have. 

“They get as much time as they 
want to put their plans together, 
while we get a few weeks to regis¬ 
ter our objections”. 

The developer’s application 
says that the building is intended 
to be surrounded by training pitch¬ 
es, and that it will be 175 metres 
away from the nearest residential 


housing. It will include a gymnasi¬ 
um, swimming pool, treatment 
rooms and dining rooms. On top 
of the building will be a spectator 
terrace that overlooks the training 
pitches. 

The developers note that a 
sewage plant is within the grounds 
and this will stay, as it will be 
adjacent to the first team accomo¬ 
dation in the building. 

There will, say the developers, 
be no floodlighting or stands, 
although spectators will be 
allowed at academy fixtures, and 
under-16 and under-18 games. 

At the moment, Cardiff City 
share a training facility with the 
Cardiff Blues, about a mile away 
in the Hensol Resort grounds. 

The application is expected to 
come before the Vale Council’s 
planning committee in the next few 
months. 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don't roplaco tHo Just tho Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges* Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

Ail Glazing Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

ftiorsty F« ■■faiaiino 

0800 61 21 118 

www*eftotMly IclMT^eem 




Rotarians’ night out! 

BARRY Rotarians recently 
held their annual dinner at 
the Cardiff and Vale College 
on Colcot Road, Barry. 

The club invited the Mayor of the 
Vale, Coun Margaret Wilkinson and 
consort Mrs Jane Norman, and the 
Mayor of Barry, Coun Claire Curtis 
with her consort, Coun Rob Curtis, 
as their special guests. 

A five-course meal was prepared 
by students from the hospitality 
department of the college. Coun 
Wilkinson said: “The food served 
was first class and the evening gave 
an excellent opportunity for the 
future chefs and restaurant managers 
to prepare and serve a formal dinner 
to guests who very much appreciat¬ 
ed the meal.” 

“We are very grateful to the 
Rotary Club for inviting us”. 



Mrs Jane Norman, Coun Margaret Wilkinson, Rotary 
president Peter Battle and Coun Claire Curtis. 



£5 EYE TEST 

Valid for one test booked on or before 28 June 2014 at discounted price of only 
£5. Present voucher at time of test. Cannot be exchanged for cash, used with other 
vouchers or redeemed by customers already entitled to a free NHS eye test. One per 
person, at participating Specsavers stores only. code8129 


Book an eye test at specsavers.co.uk 
or call 0800 0680 241 


2 for 1: Cannot be used with other offers. Applies to £69-£149 ranges with standard PENTAX single vision lenses. 
Second pair from the same price range or below and to the same prescription. 1.5 scratch-resistant varifocal, 
bifocal and other single vision lenses included in offer - you just pay for lenses in your first pair. Extra Options 
available at an additional charge on both pairs. Excludes safety eyewear. SKU 25381597. ©2014 Specsavers. All 
rights reserved. 
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DOG OWNERS ARE WARNED: 


‘Beware of imported puppies’ 


THE Dogs Trust 
charity is “gravely 
concerned” about 
the growing trend 
for owning ‘exotic’ 
dog breeds, many 
of which may been 
imported from 
abroad. 

It has seen the num¬ 
ber of dogs handed in 
rise in recent months. 

“There is growing 
concern about puppies 
being brought illegally 
into the UK, adver¬ 
tised on classihed web¬ 
sites and sold with 
inappropriate docu¬ 
mentation and vacci¬ 
nation records,” said 
Dogs Trust Veterinary 
Director Paula 
Boyden. 

Dogs Trust 

Bridgend is appealing 
to local dog lovers to 
help hnd loving homes 
for one such dog. 

Buck is a six-month- 
old Sarplaninac puppy 
legally purchased by 
his Welsh owner in 
Calais from a breeder 
who had transported 
him from Hungary. 

The owner had little 
experience of dog own¬ 
ership, but had knowl¬ 
edge of the breeder 
from neighbours who 
had also bought dogs 


abroad. 

Dogs Trust 
Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre Manager 
Beverley Price said: 

“It is easy to see why 
such beautiful dogs 
appeal to people, who 
are prepared to go to 
such great lengths to 
own them, but we are 
gravely concerned 
about the ease with 
which people are able 
to obtain these dogs. 

“Fortunately, 

Buck’s owner asked us 
for advice as soon as it 
became apparent that 
she was not in a posi¬ 
tion to look after him, 
but we fear that many 
people buying dogs 
from abroad may not 
be as conscientious 
when they take on 
more than they bar¬ 
gained for, and will 
end up abandoning the 
dogs.” 

Beverley adds: 
“Buck has been given 
a clean bill of health 
and is now ready for a 
loving new home. 

Sarplaninac dogs 
are an energetic, giant 
breed, originally bred 
to guard sheep in the 
Macedonian Hills, and 
need plenty of exercise 
and space to run 
around in. Buck is 
looking for an owner 


who has experience of 
large dogs and under¬ 
stands the demands of 
training young pup¬ 
pies. 

“He would be ideal¬ 
ly suited to a small¬ 
holding. He is a 
friendly, fun-loving 
puppy who would 
make a great pet in the 
right environment 
with a patient, experi¬ 
enced owner.” 

What to look out for 
when buying a puppy 
online: 

Always see a puppy 
with its mother where 
possible; a puppy 
should be three 
months old in order to 
be fully vaccinated, 
issued with a passport 
and enter the UK. 

Any puppy adver¬ 
tised as less than three 
months old but with a 
passport, may have 
entered the country 
with fraudulent docu¬ 
mentation. 

If the puppy is 
already microchipped, 
remember that a chip 
is not enough - find 
out which database it 
is registered to, and 
whether this database 
is based in the UK. 

Anyone interested in 
rehoming Buck can 
visit 

www.dogstrust.org.uk. 


‘M.E. SUFFERERS WILL 
NOT MISS Atos TESTS’ 


T he decision by Atos 
Healthcare to get out 
early from its contract 
with the Government to pro¬ 
vide work capability assess¬ 
ments will be welcomed by 
anyone who has had the mis¬ 
fortune to go through one. 

The decision by the Department of 
Work and Pensions to put all repeat 
assessments on hold, albeit unfortu¬ 
nately only temporarily, also offers a 
welcome respite for tens of thousands 
of disabled and sick people. 

Action for M.E., the UK’s leading 
charity for people with Myalgic 
Encephalomyelitis (M.E.), sometimes 
diagnosed as Chronic Eatigue 
Syndrome, recently published a report 
based on a survey of more than 400 
M.E. patients’ experiences of the Atos 


assessment process. 

Here’s just a few of the findings: 

Only 13.4 per cent said the health¬ 
care professional from Atos under¬ 
stood their condition. 

Of those allowed to see a copy of 
the Atos report on their face-to-face 
assessment, more than 82 per cent 
said it was not an accurate reflection 
of the answers they gave. 

92 per cent said the process caused 
stress and made their condition worse. 

Eewer than a third felt the health¬ 
care professional from Atos asked 
about all the symptoms that affected 
their ability to work. 

Atos will not be missed. Is it too 
much to hope for that its replacement 
will be fit for purpose? 

Sonya Chowdhury, 

(Chief Executive/Action for M.E.) 

38 Victoria Street, 

Bristol, BSl 6BY. 


Thank you to all our loyal customers... 

Celebrating 10 years! 


UJJJULj ij'JU VOLVO sl;J;VLJ3'T 


Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 



IS YOUR VOLVO READY FOR WINTER? 

Along with regular servicing and MOTs, it is important to maintain a regular check on 
your vehicle inbetween services. As winter creeps up on us, making sure your car is 
prepared for when the temperature drops should be a priority. It is important to check 
the anti-freeze strength in your vehicle and carry out other visual and levels checks to 
ensure it remains in top condition, and gives you piece of mind whilst driving in the 
winter months. We are therefore pleased to offer you the following: 

1. 22 POINT HEALTH CHECK on your vehicle for £19.99 inc VAT 

2. ANTI-FREEZE CHANGE WITH HEALTH CHECK on your vehicle for £42.00 inc VAT 


Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk • For more information call 01656 769769 



Buck is now at the Dogs Trust. 

Picture by Natasha Rudge. 


The GEM has joined forces with 
the Dogs Trust to find suitable 
homes for inmates at the 
Bridgend rehoming centre. 

Sensitive Willow 
needs new home 

WILLOW is a 
five-year-old 
Lab cross, who 
is sensitive with 
strangers to 
begin with, but 
very sweet once 
she knows you. 

She will take 
time to settle into 
her new home, and 
to help this along, 
we would like her 
new owners to visit 
her a few times at 
the centre before 
taking her home. 

She loves to have a good run off the lead, and 
can live with children 14 years and over. She 
has a lot of potential and with time, we feel she 
will make a lovely companion for someone. 

LINDA FEAGAN 
(Supporter Relations Officer 
Dogs Trust Bridgend) 

Apprentice wins 
national award 

NEWLY technician 
at Llandow, Adam 
Burniston has been 
named Skillnet 
Welsh Apprentice 
of the Year, at the 
inaugural Quality 
Skills Alliance 
(QSA) apprentice¬ 
ship awards. 

The 21-year-old, who 
works at Ford’s DG 
Weaver Ltd dealership in 
Llandow, was nominated 
for the award in recogni¬ 
tion of exceptional 
attainment levels during 
his three-year vehicle 
maintenance and repair 
level 3 apprenticeship, 
delivered as part of the 
Ford Masters apprentice¬ 
ship programme. 

Adam was presented 
with the award at a cere¬ 
mony in the Wales 
Millennium Centre, 

Cardiff and was said to 
have displayed “out¬ 
standing dedication to 
learning” - both at the 
dealership and while on 
block release at Cardiff 
and Vale College. 



ADAM 

BURNISTON. 


Eugene Lowry, head 
of the Ford programme 
at Skillnet, said: “Adam 
thoroughly deserves this 
award. Throughout his 
apprenticeship, Adam 
has always gone above 
and beyond what is 
expected of him. 
Whatever the task, he 
has always been willing 
to offer his assistance, 
completing the work set 
out for him competently 
and confidently.” 



Loss of community 
services could have 
devastating impact 


REDUCED spending 
by local authorities on 
vital community, serv¬ 
ices and infrastruc¬ 
ture could have a dev¬ 
astating impact on the 
lives of older people, 
according to a new 
report by the Older 
People’s 
Commissioner for 
Wales. 

The report, ‘The 
Importance and Impact 
of Community Services 
within Wales’, brings 
together a wide range of 
evidence to make a 
strong case for protecting 
community services, 
which are essential not 
only to help older people 
maintain their health, 
independence and well¬ 
being, but also to support 
them in making a huge 
contribution to the Welsh 
economy, currently 
worth £lbn a year, 
through continued 
employment, volunteer¬ 
ing and childcare. 

Commisioner Sarah 
Rochira said: “Older 
people consistently raise 
with me the need for a 
greater focus on the 
importance of key local 
and community services, 
such as buses and com¬ 
munity transport, public 
toilets, pavements, public 
seating, outdoor areas. 


libraries, leisure facili¬ 
ties, community and day 
centres. 

There is real concern 
among many older peo¬ 
ple that these vital servic¬ 
es are disappearing, 
which will have a devas¬ 
tating impact on their 
lives. 

“These services are 
not luxuries - they are 
essential to the mainte¬ 
nance of older people’s 
health, independence and 
wellbeing. 

“These services are 
also essential to the 
delivery of national pri¬ 
orities relating to preven¬ 
tion, citizen focus and 
community resilience, 
containing the costs upon 
statutory services and 
maintaining the wider 
health of the economy. 
These services should be 
seen as essential commu¬ 
nity assets.” 

The evidence in the 
report is drawn from a 
series of focus groups 
that took place with older 
people across Wales, as 
well as from a range of 
partners with expertise in 
specialist areas. 

Building on the report, 
the Commissioner will 
also publish a toolkit for 
older people to help them 
to engage with local 
authorities and influence 
the decisions that affect 


them, alongside guidance 
for local authorities to 
improve engagement and 
consultation with older 
people. 

A number of seminars 
for key local authority 
staff are also planned, to 
present the case for the 
retention of community 
services, facilities and 
infrastructure in Wales 
and to discuss and agree 
an effective way forward. 

Sarah Rochira added: 
“I understand the current 
budgetary pressures 
being placed upon local 
authorities and that diffi¬ 
cult decisions on expen¬ 
diture and savings must 
be made. 

“It is vital, however, 
that as spending deci¬ 
sions are made, essential 
community services are 
recognised as being as 
impactful and as impor¬ 
tant as statutory services 
and older people are able 
to continue to access 
them. 

“For many older peo¬ 
ple, community services 
are, quite simply, an 
indispensable lifeline and 
I look forward to work¬ 
ing with our national and 
local governments and 
other key partners as 
decisions about the 
future of these services 
are made.” 


TORY AM HITS AT 
AMBULANCE 
RESPONSE TIMES 


CONSERVATIVE AM for 
South Wales Central, Andrew 
RT Davies, has voiced concern 
after Welsh Government sta¬ 
tistics revealed ambulance 
response times had worsened 
compared to the same period 
last year. 

He has reiterated his opposition to 
any downgrading of ambulance 
response target. 

Pointing out that in January, 59.2 
per cent of category A (immediately 
life-threatening) ambulance calls were 
responded to within the target eight 


minutes - this was compared to 66 per 
cent in January 2013, Mr Davies said: 
“Ambulance response times in Cardiff 
and the Vale haven’t hit targets since 
February 2013 and the latest figures 
are extremely worrying. 

“Every month, we seem to get more 
bad news and it is disappointing that 
patients continue to wait longer than 
they should for treatment in life- 
threatening situations. Put simply, that 
is unacceptable. 

“Wales-wide results are equally 
poor and the only consolation is that 
these figures are marginally above the 
Welsh average.” 


Dinas Windows Ltd 

A FAMILY COMPANY - YOU CAN TRUST. 


Get a quote now Est 1988 
New Windows * Doors * Conservatory 
Porches * Fascia Soffits and Guttering 


We also do repair work 
to Windows and Doors 









































Rotarians 
hold early 
breakfast 
to celebrate 
an early St 
David’s Day 


MEMBERS of the morning! 

Rotary Club of After a cooked 

the changes being The Rotary St David’s Day breakfast. 

made at the airnort. 
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Barry and their 
guests celebrated St 
David’s Day ‘ahead 
of time’ with a St 
David’s Day break¬ 
fast in St Andrew’s 
Golf Club, Barry, 
on Friday, 

February 28. 

President Peter 
Battle welcomed 
everyone, thanking 
them all for their sup¬ 
port so early in the 


pared by St Andrew’s 
Golf Club chef Gareth 
and his staff, the presi¬ 
dent introduced guest 
speaker Jon Horne, 
chief executive of 
Cardiff Airport. 

Jon, who returned 
to the management of 
Cardiff Airport for the 
second time in April 
2013, gave a most 
interesting talk on the 
airline industry, with 
special emphasis on 



Timberaway 

TvAA CAWlflAAA ^ 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 
Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 
Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 


and those that he is 
hoping to achieve in 
the not-too-distant 
future, to make 
Cardiff the airport of 
choice for those living 
in south Wales. 

Rotarian Phil Hunt 
gave a vote of thanks 
on behalf of everyone 
present, and the presi¬ 
dent thanked everyone 
for coming and helping 
to raise money for 
Rotary-supported 
charities. 

Rotary has 1.2mil- 
lion members world¬ 
wide who form a glob¬ 
al network of business, 
professional and com¬ 
munity volunteers. 

The Rotary Club of 
Barry meets weekly in 
the Mount Sorrel Hotel 
on Thursdays at 
6.30pm. For more 
information, contact 
secretary Phil Hunt on 
01446 720000. 


>]l 


NEW _ 
Lace Ribbons S 
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C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


S.Boxall Ltd. 


For all your Tool & Plant Hire 


Over 35 years experience in the industry 


Everthing from Micro Diggers, 
Excavators & Scaffolding... 



...to Dumper 
Trucks... 


...and Cement Mixers 


.>i^} 

...Power 
Tools... 

^ Call our Hire Hotline on 

01446 772292 


www.csboxall.co.uk 


39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 



OPEN: 

Sam 
’til 5pm 


Follow The GEM on 
Twitter - @gem_news 


LARGEST RETAILER OF GARAGE DOORS IN SOUTH WALES <, ■ ■‘"cubboo" 

OVER 40 DOORS ON DISPLAY & 1000'S IN STOCK .■ 

©zSdLt E)©®® © 1 ^© 

FOR YOUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE & FREE NO OBLIGATION ON-SITE SURVEY 


[FITTING S. REPAIR SERVICE 
®METAL, TIMBER, GRP S. UPVC 
[made to MEASURE 
t^LL MAJOR 

MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

|ggM0^[£lgg|m^g^ 



SECTIONAL 




-THE C3ARAGE 

DOOR CENTRE 


• INSTALL • REPAIR 


LARGEST SHOWROOM IN SOUTH WALES 

OFF WESTERN AVENUE CARDIFF (BEHIND HALFORDS] 

□PEN: Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5pm • Sat 10am - 1 pm 

www.garagedoors-direct.co.uk 

* offers based on 7ft x Bft B door. Prices exclude fitting, vat and whilst stock last. Offer ends 31/04/2014 
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Neeson thriller is a Non- 
Stop ride to mediocrity! 


by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 


@GEMScreenTalk late blooming 


E ver since 

the success of 
Taken, Liam 
Neeson has cut 
back on more dra¬ 
matic work and 
instead embarked 
upon a career as a 


fr 



Our GEM Facebook winner for February 27 is: 

Alison Blackwell 

who correctly answered last week’s 
question in The GEM. The answer was: 

Thursday 13th March 

Our lucl<y winning reader, chosen at random 
wins a £25 prize voucher to spend with any 
advertiser in last week’s GEM. 

Our lucky winner has chosen to spend their 
prize with... 

Oscars of Cowbridge 

The competition runs every week throughout 
2014 with a potential prize fund of £ 1, 150. 


REMEMBER TO LIKE US AND SHARE 
ON FACEBOOK: 

facebook.com/glamorgangem 




action hero in the 
likes of The A- 
Team, The Grey 
and, of course, 
Taken 2. 

He continues to 
plough this genre in 
Non-Stop, a thriller that 
sees Neeson play Bill 
Marks, a US Air 
Marshall, who suddenly 
finds himself in the miT 
die of airborne drama on 
a transatlantic flight, 
where he receives a mes¬ 
sage telling him that 
someone on the plane 
will die every 20 min¬ 
utes unless $150million 
is paid into a bank 
account; the only wrin¬ 
kle? The account is in 
Marks’s name... 

While Liam Neeson’s 
decision to embrace his 
inner action blockbuster 
superstar may be to the 
detriment of those who 
enjoy seeing him tackle 
more cerebral fare, the 
undoubted thrill of see¬ 
ing Oskar Schindler 
shooting bad guys cer¬ 
tainly makes up for it. 

However, on the basis 
of Non-Stop, it’s a pleas¬ 
ure that’s starting to 
wear thin, the film a 
tired, laughably poor 
thriller that is crucially 
lacking in anything 
remotely resembling a 
thrill. 

It’s a little unfair to 


Si CAir\\\ 

Castle View, 

Bridgend CF31 1NJ 

Sister Pub to ‘The Highwayman’ 


17th Century 
mansion house 

converted into 
an elegant public house. 
Completely refurbished 
during 2018 . 


Meals served Mon to Thurs 12 - 9pm, 
Fri & Sat 12 - 9.30pm, Sundays 12 - 5pm. 


TVaditional 
Sunday Lunch 

Served 12 - 5pm 
Choice of meats, fresh 
seasonal vegetables. 


Kids menu 
available plus 
Full Grill Menu 
& Takeaway 
Sunday 
Lunch. 


Over 60s 
Special Menu 

Mon - Sat 12 -3pm. 

Superb Choice 

only £4.45 

2 function rooms 
available for funerals, 
weddings, birthday 
parties etc. 



Book early for ^ _ 

MOTHER’S 
DAY ^ 

Sunday 30th March 


Book now! 


‘Good food, good prices, 
good service.’ 

Reviewed 2 March 2014 

‘Loved it... fantastic meal... big 
portions, homecooked food... 
real chips...’ 

Reviewed 2 March 2014 

‘Saturday afternoon lunch with 
the kids... fab food as usual’ 

Reviewed 1 March 2014 

‘High standards, excellent meal’ 

Reviewed 6 February 2014 
(Quotes taken from Trip Advisor) 

6 Nations Rugby 

Live on large TV. 

Free food half time during 
Welsh matches. 


Just 5 mins drive from Bridgend Designer Outlet Village 

01656 660668 ^i^ 

www.thecaeffatri.co.uk 
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lay the whole blame for 
this sorry disaster at the 
feet of Neeson, but he 
does himself no favours 
in a performance that 
feels phoned-in, going 
through the motions 
knowing that there’ll be 
a nice little pay packet at 
the end of it. 

He is saddled with a 
character that is simply a 
cut-and-paste variation 
on the type of characters 
you so often find in 
these films - troubled, 
drink problems, money 
issues, and a fast-fuse 
temper; but Neeson 
never really grabs hold 
of the character nor 
brings any life to him, 
apart from a ludicrous 
moment of grandstand¬ 
ing late on where he 
seemingly renounces the 
‘violence first, talk later’ 
sensibility that has been 
his modus operand! from 
the get-go. 

Instead, he cruises by 
with a mix of his Taken 
character and a dash of 
the troubled character he 
essayed in The Grey, the 
end result feeling like 
something we’ve seen 
before, and done a 
whole lot better. 

That said, Neeson’s 
turn isn’t the worst one 
in a film that manages to 
somehow generate woe¬ 
ful turn after woeful 
turn. Julianne Moore, 
usually so dependable, 
finds herself stuck in the 
mire of weak characteri¬ 
sation, often resembling 
a startled meerkat while 
trying to convey emo¬ 
tion; Michelle Dockery 
achieves the rare feat of 
managing to hold the 
same facial expression 
for a whole film regard¬ 
less of what is happen¬ 
ing, while Lupita 
Nyong’o is saddled with 
Grace Jones’ hair and 
about three lines of dia¬ 
logue. 

Jaume Collet-Serra 
has thus far proved him¬ 
self a director who does 
a neat line in mediocre 
genre films, and this 
effort does nothing to 
dispel that generalisa¬ 


tion, the direction staid 
and lacking in urgency. 
The single, confined set¬ 
ting certainly doesn’t 
m^e it easy for a direc¬ 
tor, but with some inno¬ 
vation and a measure of 
magic you can reap 
something far more visu¬ 
ally satisfying than 
Collet-Serra provides. 

The fisticuffs are edit¬ 
ed far too choppily, and 
he doesn’t offer any pace 
to a story that features a 
race against time ele¬ 
ment. 

But most deserving of 
the criticism are the 
three scriptwriters who 
somehow managed to, 
between them, churn out 
something so mind- 
numbingly inane. 

Come the end reveal, 
the who and the why, 
you’ll find yourself at 
first wondering how, 
then smacking your head 
at the ridiculousness of 
it all, followed by feel¬ 
ing the distinct sense 
that the climax is both 
about 10 years too late 
and in rather poor taste. 

The only truly bright 
spark comes from 
Neeson’s character exe¬ 
cuting a gravity-defying 
gun pick-up that shows 
some degree of directori¬ 
al innovation (albeit cou¬ 
pled with cliche); but 
those four seconds aside, 
the other 105 minutes 
and 56 seconds of Non- 
Stop are a complete 
waste of everybody's 
time. 

VERDICT-A redun¬ 
dant, pointless and 
worthless piece of work, 
Non-Stop will do nothing 
for the careers of those 
involved, and certainly 
nothing for anyone 
brave enough to attempt 
to sit through it. A 
series of lazy perform¬ 
ances, weak direction, 
and poor storytelling 
come together to make a 
film that has absolutely 
no merit whatsoever. 
Avoid. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Snakes on a 
Plane (2006), Unknown 
( 2011 ). 


ly Hafan winners 

THE following are winning numbers in the 
Ty Hafan Crackerjackpot lottery draw 
number D816. 

• £2,000: 334588. 

• The rollover, which now stands at £6,500, 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 790577,982240,387380,590190,293197, 
392050, 480581, 146426, 512940, 337486, 631724, 
724803, 255139, 299698, 154295, 212196, 938081, 
363942,482651,181554. 

• £5: 661895, 167183, 797628, 209327,244584, 

576823, 504399, 964353, 691577, 790689, 801290, 
592588, 633457,646435, 275484, 237529,102715, 
461010, 551272, 961305,122872,872542, 353493, 
781128,779245, 587072, 657794, 776382,305090, 
547328, 180366, 777485, 372350, 784284, 

234164, 236931,543741, 595899,515070, 373271, 
182264, 549167, 441125, 468775, 643347,220788, 
787409, 383913, 247051,800652,131525, 913631, 
157416, 361251, 675592,646103,276217, 679912, 
135876. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible for any errors or 
omissions contained in the above. 


Valeways 

walks 

ON Sunday, March 9 at 
2pni, ‘'The most 
southerly point in 
Wales’, starting at 
Eontygary car park. 

On Tuesday, March 11 
at 10.30am, the coffee 
shop strollers meet at 
Cosmeston Country 
Park, outside the visitor 
centre. 

On Thursday, March 
13 at 10.30am, the coffee 
shop strollers meet at 
Rhoose railway station 
car park. 

On Sunday, March 16 
at 2pm, ‘Borders and 
Battlefield’, starting at 
the Green Down Inn, St 
Georges. 

Heartfelt 

musical 

MURCHEIELD 
Community Cinema’s 
next screening is 
Sunshine on Leith (PG), 
a jubilant, heartfelt 
musical about the 
power of home, the 
hearth, family and love. 

Doors open at 7pm on 
March 8 at the 
Murchfield Community 
Centre, Sunny croft Lane, 
Dinas Powys. Tickets £5 
on the door. 

Fibromyalgia 

support 

THE next meeting of 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Eibromyalgia support 
group is on Tuesday, 
March 11 at Ham-1pm. 
Call Gaynor for more 
details on 01446 
733315. 

Castle talk 

THE next meeting of 
Dinas Powys Local 


Party 

time 

1920s 

style! 

WELSH tenor 
Wynne Evans will 
host a 1920s Great 
Gatsby-themed ball 
for the Tenovus can¬ 
cer charity on 
March 28 at City 
Hall, Cardiff. 

He performed along¬ 
side fellow patron Rob 
Brydon at the charity’s 
70th birthday celebra¬ 
tions last year, and will 
mark his first year as a 
patron by taking the 
microphone to entertain 
the party-goers. 

He said: “I’m a big fan 
of the 1920s, so I’m sure 
it’s going to be a fun 
night, and we’ve got lots 
of surprises I’ve been 
told, but you’ll have to 
get your ticket to find out 
what they are!” he said. 

“I haven’t decided on 
my outfit yet but I’ve 
always been told I look 
good in pinstripe, so it’s 
either that or just a feath¬ 
er-boa - you’ll have to 
wait and see!” 

For full details, visit 
www.tenovus.org.uk or 
call 029 2076 8860. 


WHAT’S 
ON- 
in brief 

History Society will be 
on Thesday, March 11 
in Kynance Hall at 
7.30pm, with a lecture 
by Richard Britton on 
‘Cardiff Castle’. 

An admin fee of £3 for 
non-members and £1.50 
for members will be 
charged. Visitors wel¬ 
come. Contact Betty 
Williams on 02920 
513524 for details. 

Lent films 

ALL SAINTS Church 
in Victoria Square, 
Penarth, is hosting 
Lent discussions 
focused on blms, on 
Wednesdays (12 noon- 
1.45pm and 7.15pm- 
9pm). 

Four films will be dis¬ 
cussed; The Mission 
(March 12), Les 
Miserables (March 19), 
Shadowlands (March 26) 
and Life of Pi (April 2). 

Admission is free, and 
tea and coffee will be 
available. 

Antiques fair 

THERE will be an 
antique and collectors’ 
fair on Saturday, 
March 15 at Cottrell 
Park Golf Resort (on 
the A48 at St Nicholas) 
from 10am-4pm. 
Admission £150. 

Billy Liar in 
Dinas Powys 

THE Players are 
rehearsing Keith 
Waterhouse and Willis 
Hall’s 1960s tale of 
northern life, for their 
three-act play Billy Liar 
at the Parish Hall, 
Dinas Powys, at 730pm 
on April 10,11 and 12. 
Less than dedicated to 


his job of undertaker’s 
clerk, bored with his 
working class family 
background, 19-year-old 
Billy Fisher takes refuge 
in his own invented 
world. 

Andrew Gibbons 
takes the lead role with 
Nicky Marsh and Tara 
Williams as his much 
lied-to girlfriends. The 
group also welcomes two 
other young actors 
Natalie Eddins and Dave 
McCann, both acting 
with the Players for the 
first time. 

Longer established 
group members are Sue 
Gibbons, Graham 

Russell and Ann Groom, 
who first appeared in 
Billy Liar as grandma 50 
years ago this year, 
together with Eileen 
Carryer who stage man¬ 
aged that production and 
is now once again direct¬ 
ing for the Players. 

For tickets, telephone 
02920 512868, or 02921 
406168. 

Choir concert 

BRIDGEND Male 
Choir’s next concert 
will be at Cowbridge 
Leisure Centre on 
April 4 at 7.30pm. 

Also appearing are 
Mike Doyle and Jodi 
Bird of the Vale, a tal¬ 
ented soprano. 

Tickets are available 
from newsagents WG 
Davies, High Street, 
Cowbridge and the 
News Shop, Dunraven 
Place, Bridgend. 

The choir is moving 
from its present rehears¬ 
al venue to Oldcastle 
primary school. South 
Street, Bridgend on 
Thursday, March 13 at 
7pm, and visitors and 
new members will be 
welcome. 


Mouni Sorrel Hotel 

PORTHKERRY ROAD, BARRY, 

Vale of Glamorgan 


Ifs back... Sunday lunch 

every Sunday from 30th March onwards 



sMotkers 
c^unday ^umh 

30th March, served 12-3pm 


Choice of starters 
Traditional roast 

with choice of meats, fresh seasonal vegetables 
& all the trimmings 

Homemade desserts 

3 courses, adults £14.95 
Children £7.95 Under 12 years 

Children's menu available 
Gift for mum 
(Booking essential) 

Sunday lunch will he served every 
Sunday from 30th March onwards. 

Please hook in advance to avoid disappointment. 

01446 740069 

www.mountsorrelhotel.com 
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Mark and Will won 
Florida audience 


PENARTH bari¬ 
tone Mark 
Llewelyn Evans has 
returned from 
Naples, Florida, 
where he per¬ 
formed a benefit 
for the American 
charity, TAPS. 

Renne Relf, who lost 
a close member of her 
family in Afghanistan, 
recently organised a 
fundraising event and 
invited Mark to be the 
main attraction. 

He was in Miami 
two years ago, singing 
for the same charity, 
and has been asked to 
make a return visit to 
Florida. TAPS want the 
event to be even bigger 
next year, and over half 
of the people that 
attended have already 
booked their tickets. 

Mark was accompa¬ 
nied by a young Welsh 
guitarist. Will Havard, 



from Penarth, who is in 
his final year at the 
Royal Northern 
College of Music in 
Manchester. He has 
been playing for Mark 
since his last album, 
‘This Man’s in Love’, 
was issued and Will is 
at his side at most of 
his gigs. 

Mark was invited 
onto the Fox Breakfast 
show, with Renee, 


where he surprised 
them by singing part of 
one of his most popular 
songs, ‘Tell my Father’ 
which was first record¬ 
ed as a fundraiser for 
The Welsh Guards. 

Will was a pupil at 
Ysgol Gyfyn Bro 
Morganwg, His proud 
parents are Philip and 
Christine Havard of 
Havard & Havard, 
Cowbridge. 


TY HAFAN SHOPS RECEIVE 
FIFTY BAGS OF DONATIONS 


ABERTHAW 
Power Station 
recently turned into 
a donation station 
with 50 bags con¬ 
taining clothes, 
books, DVDs, CDs, 
games and bric-a- 
brac brought in by 
staff for local chari¬ 
ty Ty Hafan to sell 
in their shops. 

“We recycle card¬ 
board, paper and plastic 
on the site and we had 
the idea to recycle our 
unwanted items to help 
the local hospice,” said 
Matt Boselli, assistant 
engineer at the site, who 
organised the campaign. 

“After Christmas, 


everyone has a sort-out 
and we encouraged our 
colleagues to bring in 
anything that Ty Hafan 
would be able to sell in 
their shops to help fund 
such a worthy cause.” 

Ty Hafan, based in 
Sully, provides support 
to life limited children 
and their families. 

The team at Aberthaw 
Power Station was so 
keen to give as much as 
possible, they even 
encouraged two very 
special visitors to the 
site to bring along a 
donation too. 

Alun Cairns MP and 
Jane Hutt AM were on 
hand to help load some 
of the 50 bags into the 
Ty Hafan van. 



Nursery shortlisted 
for top award 

COG AN Nursery School in Penarth has 
been shortlisted to win a 2014 Naace 
Impact Award for promoting learning with 
technology. 

Cogan also recently attained reaccreditation of 
the ICT Quality Mark, achieved a third Millennium 
Award, (one of only 83 schools to do so), had an 
excellent Estyn inspection, won the outstanding 
school team of the year and appeared on ITV’s 
Tonight programme. 

Pauline Rowland, headteacher of Cogan 
Nursery School, said: “It has been a very busy but 
successful time at the nursery and I am sure every¬ 
one from the school will be eager to find out if they 
have won an award at the Naace strategic confer¬ 
ence in March 2014.” 


Jane Hutt AM hands over her donation to station manager 
Richard Little, watched by Aberthaw campaign helpers (from left) 
Geoff Jenkins, Julie Rigby and (right) Mar/c Picton. 



Alun Cairns MP, helps Matt Boselli (right) and Mark Picton load some of 
the 50 bags into the Ty Hafan van with their driver, Dave Jenkins (left). 


— 

Get a n©\M look for youi 

“ When we need 

1 • 1 1 another kitchen you will 

p be our first port of call! 

Customers Peter & Jan 

Richards 

Kitchen door replacement and makeover specialists - 

from a family run firm you can trust 


We have a HUGE RANGE of door STYLES AND COLOURS to choose from, which con be mode to ANY SIZE to replace your current existing doors 
with minimum fuss. We can also replace SINKS, TAPS AND APPLIANCES. 

Door Magic is a family run business with over 15 years of experience in the 
kitchen industry. We can supply and fit made to measure kitchen and 
bedroom doors even adding exlra units where required. We also have a 
vast range of sinks, taps and appliances along with lighting and accessories. 

No salesmen will call; we openly employ qualified, knowledgeable kitchen 
fitters who are passionate about their trade. Our trained fitters are second 
to none, who are fully insured and we even guarantee all their work for 6 
years as they are employed by Door Magic and not sub contractors. This 
gives you peace of mind when using us to transform your kitchen. We use 
fully qualified gas safe and NICEIC plumbers and electricians when we 
need to carry out the necessary work. We can even include all your tiling 
work to finish off your new look kitchen. 



f No salesmen will call 

IWe are a local company employing local people 
6 year guarantee on our doors 
iWe will beat any like for like written quotation 
IWe do out of hours appointments at our showroom in Bridgend 
or your home 
Over 15 years experience 


For a no obligation quote, visit us at our showroom or call us. 

Unit 8, Kodak House, Abergarw Trading Estate, Bridgend, CF32 9LW. 

_ 01656 478498 or 02921 971272. 

See more examples of our work at: WWW.doOriTIQgic.CO.uk 
Showroom open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 2pm. 



Door Magic 

Established 15 years 
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OUR SUPERSALE HAS OFFICIALLY ENDED 



IVlNrT 

mi/;c.PFDUe.TilO.Nli 


lOOs, 

OF SALE ITEMS 

STILL REMAIN & 

MUST BE 


vimlTe stocks last 


Due to the reorganisation of stock in our showrooms and warehouses 
we are forced to clear large quantities of suites and sofas, beds and 
bedroom, dining furniture, occasional furniture, accessories and much 
much more. 

There has never been a better time to grab your self a bargain 

DOORS OPEN TODAY 9AM SHARP 


FUTOYIB 

1 First come first served | 

TODHtlSWlil. 



BB23SI 








^ NEW 

M * LATE NIGHT 
m MONDAYS 

H Open 8pm 

homestores 


.ca.uk g 

PENARTH ROAD CARDIFF 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 

www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


takeupto^^P 

months 

FREE credit 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 


Opening Times 

Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm. 
Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am -4.30pm 


Penarth Computer Club: 
TRANSPORT TO THE STARS 


ONE of the ways we 
explore computers 
is to invite people to 
show how they use 
theirs. 

Chairman Mike J wei- 
comed everyone, inciud- 
ing a visitor, and then 
went on to say how he 
uses his! 

We have iearned how 
to set up our machines 
and we have a grasp of 
most of the common pro¬ 
grams (ie Word, Excei, 
PowerPoint and web 
browsers), according to 
how we work. 

Some of us are inter¬ 
ested in photography and 
or video and others in 
desktop pubiishing. 
Mike does aii that but 
aiso uses his computer to 
have fun, which heips 
him to reiax. 

Like many iittie boys, 
he wanted to be a train 
driver. As usuai, iife did¬ 
n’t turn out quite that 
way, but his ambition is 
somewhat satisfied by 
using a train simuiator on 
his PC. A simuiation it is 
not a game. 

You drive a train in 
reai time so if the reai 
journey takes two hours, 
then it takes two hours on 
the simuiation. 

Mike aiso iikes avia¬ 
tion and to this end he 
enjoys a flight simuiator, 
aiso in reai time. 

Over the years, Mike 
has added to these simu- 
iators with extra routes 
for the train simuiator, 
and scenery and pianes 
for the flight one. 

To increase the reaiism 
of flying he has aiso 
added a steering yoke 
and rudder pedais. 

Mike demonstrated a 
program caiied Ceiestia - 
a free program down- 
ioaded from the net some 
years back. It displays 
the universe and allows 
you to travel in space to 
ail the known planets and 
their moons. It also 
allows you to speed up 
time. 

By selecting our sun 
and a viewpoint, you can 
see some of the planets in 
our solar system. 

Then you can speed up 
time and see the various 
orbits that the planets 
take around the sun. 

Microsoft has a pro¬ 
gram: ‘World Wide 

Telescope’. To download 
this program go to 
WWW.worldwide tele 
scope.org. 

This is a good program 
but to get the best you 
will need to check the 
program requirements, as 
it does require a decent 
processor and a good 

Local art 
in store 

W A I T R O S E 
Cowbridge community 
art displays from 
March 6-20 include 
three large pen and 
ink drawings by Roy 
Shropshire, featuring 
‘Hill Head Cottages, 
Llantwit Major% ‘The 
Pathway, Llandaff 
CathedraV, and ‘The 
Pub Walk, Fonmon\ 


graphics processor as 
well. 

One member asked 
about Google Earth, so 
Mike went online; down¬ 
loaded, installed and 
demonstrated for the 
benefit of those who had 
not yet tried it. 

He navigated to the 
questioner’s address and 
converted to Street View 
to see the member’s 
house. It’s a free pro¬ 
gram. 


At the last meeting, 
the topic of security was 
raised so Mike reviewed 
it, saying: ensure that the 
router password is 
changed from the origi¬ 
nal one and that proper 
antivirus software is 
installed and kept up¬ 
dated. The importance of 
doing this was heavily 
stressed. 

He pointed out that 
when his router was 
installed the initial pass¬ 


word was on a label at 
the bottom. It read 
CHANGE ME. No big¬ 
ger hint could be given, 
so Mike changed it. 

Our next meeting is on 
March II, at All Saints 
Lesser Hail, Victoria 
Square, Penarth, 7.30 pm 
for 8pm. Tips (and 
accents) using Microsoft 
Word, Visitors always 
welcome. See penarth- 
computerclub .co .uk. 

Howard Desmond. 


Lara in the frame for 
top St David Award 


OCCUPATIONAL 
therapist Lara 
Cowpe of Dinas 
Powys has been 
nominated for the 
Citizenship Award 
in the inaugural 
short list for the 
Welsh Government- 
backed St David 
Awards. 

Lara, who works for 
Cardiff and Vale 
University Health Board, 
has raised over £70,000 
for the Teenage Cancer 
Trust Unit (TCT) at 
University Hospital of 
Wales. 

Her efforts have 
already seen her take part 
in the Olympic Torch 
relay in 2012 and could 
now lead to national 
recognition at the St 
David Awards ceremony 
at the Royal College of 
Music and Drama on 
March 13. 

Lara said the news she 
was nominated came as a 
shock: “I was really sur¬ 
prised, as there are so 
many people doing 
amazing things, I really 
did not think I would be 
shortlisted. It is a real 
honour. 

“I also heard from the 
person who nominated 
me just how many people 
had supported his nomi¬ 
nation and I am really 
touched that people 
wanted to do that. 

“It would mean a lot to 
me if I was to win. I 
would see it as not just a 
recognition of what I 



Lara Cowpe. 

have achieved, but a 
recognition of the people 
who have supported me 
along the way - my par¬ 
ents and brother, my 
boyfriend, family, friends 
and fundraising commit¬ 
tee, Teen Spirit in aid of 
Teenage Cancer Trust. 
Without ail of these peo¬ 
ple, I would not be where 
I am today. 

“Also, I hope it will 
inspire more people to 
support Teenage Cancer 
Trust’s work in south 
Wales and also for people 
to share their experiences 
of cancer. By sharing our 
experience, we can feel 
less alone, help cancer to 
be diagnosed sooner and 
help people feel more 
empowered to make a 
difference to young peo¬ 
ple in Wales who are 
fighting cancer.” 

Lara was diagnosed 
with cancer as a child and 
had to go through two 
years of chemotherapy, 
so knows first-hand how 
important the work of the 
TCT unit in Cardiff is. 

She said: “In 2010, I 
found a lump in my neck 
and a biopsy result 


showed it was a lym¬ 
phoma. I had to have a 
lymph node removed and 
for a month, my family 
and I were preparing for 
me to have treatment 
again. 

“Luckily the lymph 
node showed it was the 
Epstein-Barr virus which 
causes glandular fever. 
One of the things I 
remember thinking is 
that if I had had cancer, 
then the TCT unit at the 
UHW would have been 
there for me if I needed 
it. That is one of the rea¬ 
sons that I continue to 
raise money for this fan¬ 
tastic charity.” 

She continues to help 
the work of the unit by 
raising tens of thousands 
of pounds by organising 
events and gala nights. 
Lara has also set up a 
local committee to help 
others stage events and 
support the unit. 

Maria Battle, the Chair 
of Cardiff and Vale 
University Health Board, 
said: “I am so pleased 
that Lara has been nomi¬ 
nated for a St David 
Award. The work she 
has done has made a real 
difference to so many of 
the young people we care 
for at the University 
Hospital of Wales. 

“She would be such a 
deserving winner and I 
would life to wish her ail 
the luck in the world 
from everyone here at the 
health board, and ail 
those who have benefited 
from her efforts over the 
years.” 
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Apprenticeships for jobseekers 



NUISANCE CALLS 

Bill runs 
out of time 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns’ bid to bring 
in legislation to help 
prevent nuisance 
calls fell last week 
through lack of par¬ 
liamentary time in 
the Commons. 


out of time but I am 
delighted by the response 
the Minister has given 
who has set out a strategy 
to combat nuisance calls, 
which is already under 
consultation. 

“This includes specific 
action to fine those who 


He had introduced leg- breach the rules, ways to 
islation last year to help make it easier to opt out 
combat such calls. The of nuisance calls and a 
second reading was more co-ordinated effort 
scheduled for last Friday from Ofcom and The 
but unfortunately earlier Information 
debates had meant there Commissioner’s office.” 
was insufficient time to Mr Cairns has also 
consider his Private asked for anyone who 
Member’s Bill, Mr needs information on 

Cairns reported. stopping nuisance calls 

“I am naturally disap- to get in touch with his 
pointed that the Bill ran Barry office. 


THE Vale Council is 
supporting National 
Apprenticeship 
Week (March 3-7) 
by highlighting 16 
successful appren¬ 
ticeships in council 
departments. 

Coun Lis Burnett, cab¬ 
inet member for regenera¬ 
tion, innovation, planning 
and transportation said: 
“Over the last 12 months 
the council has signifi¬ 


cantly increased its 
recruitment of foundation 
modem apprentices, aged 
between 16 and 24 years 
old to 36. 

“Of those apprentices 
taken on, 68 per cent went 
straight into employment 
and 94 per cent achieved 
the nationally-recognised 
qualification NVQ2 in 
business admi ni stration.” 

Coun Burnett 

explained: “This is a fan¬ 
tastic opportunity to cele¬ 
brate apprenticeships and 


the positive impact they 
have on individuals, busi¬ 
nesses and the wider 
economy.” 

Employers interested 
in helping local unem¬ 
ployed people can contact 
the Employment Training 
Services department on 
01446 704873 or 

07730284137. 


PACT meetings 

BUTTRILLS PACT, at The Philip John Community 
Room, Barry Library on March 6 at 6.30pm. 

ILLTYD PACT at the Mount Sorrel Hotel, 
Porthkerry Road on March 20 at 7pm. 

COURT PACT at The HUB, YMCA, Court Road 
Barry on March 20 at 6pm. 

CADOC PACT at the Palmerston Community and 
Learning Centre on March 26 at 7pm. 

PLYMOUTH PACT at The Community Centre, 
Brockhill Way, Penarth, on March 12 at 7pm. 

STANWELL PACT at The Pod, St Lukes Avenue, 
Penarth, on March 14 at 7pm. 


Council 
flying 
the flag 

THE Vale Council 
will join other local 
authorities to mark 
Commonwealth 
Day on Monday, 
March 10, with a 
ceremony outside 
the Civic Offices in 
Barry at 9.20am. 

The Commonwealth 
flag will be raised at 
10am and the people of 
the Vale are welcome to 
attend. 

The short ceremony 
will include the Mayor of 
the Vale, Coun Margaret 
Wilkinson reading the 
Commonwealth 
Affirmation, and Vice- 
Lord Lieutenant, Sir 
Brooke Boothby, reading 
a message from the 
Queen. 


Wales manager 
knows where to 
get local news! 



WHAT’S ON AND WHERE? 


Ward advice 

LABOUR councillors Claire 
Curtis and Anthony Powell will 
be holding a drop-in advice sur¬ 
gery for residents of Dyfan 
ward, Barry on Saturday, 
March 8 at Colcot Community 
Centre, Keats Way, Barry, from 


‘Stations of the Cross’ following 
in the footsteps of Christ carrying 
His Cross on the road to Calvary 
to his crucifixion on Good Friday. 

The first of the special services 
begins this Sunday (March 9) at 
3.30pm at St Paul’s Church, in St 
Paul’s Avenue. 


Ham to 12pm. No appointment Lent luncheS 


needed. 

Evensong for Lent 

EVERYONE is welcome to 
attend Evensong on the four 
Sundays of Lent, at St Paul’s 
Church, Barry. 

The services will include the 


THE popular Lent lunches will 
be featured at Llancarfan again 
this year. The first organised 
by St Cadoc’s Church, will be 
on Tuesday, March 11, starting 
at 12pm in Llancarfan village 
hall. 


On Friday, March 21 St 
Ihtyd’s, Llantrithyd will be hosts 
at 12pm in Llancarfan village 
hah. 

On Friday, March 28 it will be 
the turn of St Mary’s Penmark at 
12pm in Penmark village hall and 
on Wednesday, April 9 St Peter’s, 
Rhoose. SS 

RNLIAGM 

THE annual general meeting of 
the fundraising branch of the 
RNLI will be held at Penarth 
Yacht Club on Wednesday, 
March 26 at 230pm. This 
meeting is open to the public. 


A career with one 
companies in the 
doorstep. 

CGI, the fifth-largest independent IT 
services provider in the world, has several 
offices in Bridgend. We help some of the 
biggest names in industry to do more with 
their technology. 

Right now we’re looking for great 
technical, delivery and Service Desk 
(Full and Part-time) professionals like you 
to join our Global Infrastructure 
Services Division. 

CGI will be running an OPEN DAY for 
interested candidates to find out 
more about CGI, our current roles 
and our focus on developing taient. 


of the biggest technology 
world. It’s right on your 



CGI 


Experience the 
commitment ® 


For 


Please come along with your CV between 11:30 and 
17:00 on Tuesday 11th March at the Innovation 
Centre, Bridgend Science Park, Bridgend, CF31 3NA 

more details on the roles available and to pre-register for 
the event go to www.cgi-group.co.uk/southwalesjobs 
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‘I CAN HELP YOU WALK ON AIR!’ 

SAYS FIRST CLASS PODIATRY 


1 OFFER friendly and 
affordable podiatry 
and chiropody foot 
care treatments, with a 
great aftercare service and 
these can be at my clinic, 
or at your home. 

Let me help with those diffi¬ 


cult nails, corns and hard skin. I 
also treat skin or nail fungal 
infections, dry cracked heels, ver- 
rucae and general foot pain. 

I’m fully qualfied, regularly 
treat diabetic patients, and have 
experience with treating sports- 
related foot conditions and mus- 
culo-skeletal problems. lean 


prescribe orthotics for your shoes 
to reduce pain. 

I serve Bridgend, Brackla, 
Porthcawl, Cowbridge and the 
surrounding villages - and I’ll 
have you walking on air! 

Contact Matt on 07826 945491 
or email m.evans@firstclass 
podiatry.co.uk. 



S4C^s Heini (above) will be returning to 
Bridgend Library following the successful 
bilingual fun day in November. 


Bilingual fun 
day in library 
at Bridgend 


BRIDGEND 
library is hosting its 
second free bilin¬ 
gual fun day 
between Sam - 3pm 
this Saturday, 
March 8, to mark 
World Book Day 
taking place today 
(March 6). 

Co-ordinated by the 
Library in partnership 
with Halo Leisure and 
Tyfu, a Welsh 
Government initiative 
which aims to support 
families to introduce 
bilingualism to their 
children, the fun day 
will again include sto¬ 
ries, arts and crafts, 
songs, rhymes and 
games in Welsh and 
English. 

S4C’s Heini will be 
returning with her fun 
brand of children’s aero¬ 
bics, while youngsters 
can also enjoy a free soft 
play session at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre’s new 
JumpINGym between 8 


- 10am, with multi-sport 
sessions held throughout 
the day. 

Aimed at children 
aged 5-11 and their 
families, the event will 
also give the youngsters 
the chance to meet popu¬ 
lar children’s book and 
television character 
Peppa Pig. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
cabinet member for 
wellbeing, said: “The 
first bilingual fun day 
held in November was 
exceptionally popular, so 
I’m sure that this week¬ 
end’s event will be 
another big success. 

“Through working 
with Halo Leisure and 
Tyfu, not only is our 
library service putting on 
an exciting free event for 
local youngsters, but it’s 
also helping them to get 
on the road towards 
being bilingual - which 
is an increasingly 
sought-after skill by 
employers in Wales.” 


HORSEBOX 
TRIGGERS 
M4 CRASH 


A crash on the M4 at 9pm on Monday 
(March 3) resulted in eight people being 
taken to hospital. 

The collision involved two cars and a horse box 
on the westbound carriageway of the M4 between 
junctions 36 Sam and 37 at Pyle at 21:05. 

A police spokesperson said that a horse box being 
towed by a red Nissan Terrano came loose and was 
in collision with a grey Vauxhall Insignia, which left 
the road and ended up on its roof. 

One person was rescued by firefighters. 

South Wales Fire and Rescue Service reported 
that all those involved were taken to hospital and 
one woman, aged 35, sustained serious injuries. 

Police said the horses involved in the incident 
were unharmed. 


Do / really need 
a solicitor? 


T here are 
property 
agents on 
every High Street, 
some offering spe¬ 
cial deals, some 
insurance policies, 
some legal advice 
and assistance. 

All are trying to get 
your properties on their 
books with various mar¬ 
keting ploys. 

It is difficult as a 
landlord to know who to 
go to: Newbold 
Solicitors suggest you 
research your agents 
very carefully, just as 
you would want them to 
research any prospective 
tenants. 

However, more and 
more agents are offering 
to save you money on 
solicitor’s fees by giving 
you legal advice and 
even attending court to 
represent you. 

Is there anything 
wrong with this? 
Catherine from 
Newbold states: “An 
agent has no rights of 
audience, which means 
they cannot sign legal 
documents or attend 
court to represent you. 

“If they do, they may 
be breaking the law 
(Legal Service Act 
2007). The case is often 
thrown out and this can 
cost a landlord thou¬ 
sands in lost rental and 
tenants’ legal costs. 
“Agents do not have 


the relevant training or 
qualifications to give 
legal advice. Is it worth 
taking the risk and not 
paying a solicitor for 
this advice? No, not in 
my opinion. With the 
average rent being £600 
a month, every month 
delayed is a month with¬ 
out rent. 

“Why trust an 
unqualified and unregu¬ 
lated agent to give 
advice? With Wales’ 
leading housing special¬ 
ist in your area, it is not 
worth the risk and the 
cost is not as much as 
you may think, 
Newbolds only charge 
from £250 for a posses¬ 
sion order.” 

Congratulations 
MANY congratula¬ 
tions to Kate from our 
Neath office, who has 
won student of the 
year in her legal execu¬ 
tive exams. Kate who 
juggles being a wife, 
mother and full time 
Newbold employee 
with her difficult 
CILEX exams, came 
first in her year and on 
St David’s Day attend¬ 
ed the award ceremo¬ 
ny in the Hilton 
Cardiff for the Student 
of the Year with her 
family. 

They are all very 
proud of her, as are all 
of us at Newbold 
Solicitors. 
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Free, Out of Hours 
No Obligation 
Legol Surger^^. 
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Help to handle your stress 
with hypnotherapy... 


M ost of us are able to learn and 
absorb information well, yet 
when it comes to being 
tested -either under exam or perform¬ 
ance conditions, some of us can suffer 
from ‘performance anxiety’ - a form of 
stage fright which can prevent us achiev¬ 
ing our potential. 

Often stress starts months ahead - not only at 
exam time. Contributing factors include past bad 
experiences; lack of confidence or low self esteem 
and when success in an exam or interview is linked 
to our sense of worth as a person, it’s quite easy to 
suffer from perfectionism or fear of failure. Our 
self belief can be shaken when we lose focus and 
concentration. Despite being capable we can hold 
ourselves back. 

The good news is that hypnotherapy is a power- 


Bespoke digital 
wall coverings 
and wall murals 


B espoke dig¬ 
ital wall cov¬ 
erings and 
murals offer a styl¬ 
ish, contemporary 
addition to the inte¬ 
rior design of any 
office, workspace, 
shop, cafe, hotel or 
even your own 
home! 

We can use your own 
personal design or 
image, maybe a 
favourite photo, or our 
experienced creative 
designer can create a 
whole concept for you to 
give your feature wall 
the wow factor. 


All our designs will 
be printed on quality 
materials in hi-resolution 
and intense vivid 
colours. 

We can design, print 
and apply the wall cov¬ 
ering, or if you’re up for 
the challenge we can 
design and print and you 
apply the finished prod¬ 
uct. The choice is yours. 

To find out more 
about GraphicslWrap’s 
bespoke digital, printing 
and fitting services, or to 
get a quote, simply get 
in touch on 01446 
776800; or email: 
info@ graphicslwrap .co. 
uk. 


ful tool which can help us feel more at ease ahead 
of the event. Hypnosis can enable us to concentrate 
and assimilate information during studying. We 
maintain our attention so that we can direct all our 
resources towards achieving the success we 
deserve! 

If you would like more information, contact Sue 
Pitman on 07795 964066 or cardiffhypnotherapyso- 
lutions® gmail.com. 


CARDIFF 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SOLUTIONS 

Give your potential the 
chance to shine through 
Contact Sue Pitman HPD, DHP, MNCH (Reg) 

on 07795 964066 / 029 20654893 

Confidential free initial consultation 
with no obligation at: 

Barefoot Studio, Llandow nr Cowbridge. 
The Business Centre, Barry. 

Wellfield Osteopathic Clinic, Cardiff. 

www.cardiffhypnotherapysolutions.com 



Spring is on the 
way - and the days 
are getting longer! 

I T’S now that most people start to 
think about getting out of their winter 
hibernation and getting out and 
about to enjoy the lovely Vale. So dust 
off that bike, get those perished and 
worn tires, brakes and cables replaced - 
and get out and enjoy our lovely country¬ 
side! 

Don’t forget, if your bike is beyond economic 
repair, we can supply you with a nice new shiny 
one from manufacturers such as Superior and 
Raleigh...with the first service FREE. 



Specialising in vehicle 
wrapping for private and 
commercial clients. 


All general graphics, signs, 
banners and large format digital 
printing... plus lots more! 
01446 776800 
Unit 29 Vale Business Park 
Llandow, CF71 7PF 
www.graphics2wrap.co.uk 


Vehicle wrap 
Vehicle signage 
‘A’ frame designs 
Banners 
Pop-up banners 
Fridge wraps 
Window graphics 
Wide format 
posters 
Window 
decoration/ 
graphics 
Magnetic 
vehicle signs 
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Use the waste recycling centres 


D id you know that 
you can take small 
electrical items to be 
recycled at either Llandow 
or Atlantic Trading Estate 
in Barry, household waste 
recycling centres? 

Cabinet member for the envi¬ 


ronment and visible services, 
Coun Rob Curtis explains: “If 
you can’t repair an items, or 
donate it, then recycling may be 
your next best option. From 
toasters, to hairdryers, video play¬ 
ers or, as Keri Vilday (pictured) 
demonstrates, old stereos and 
lamps are all accepted.” 

Don’t forget the clocks change 


later this month, as do the open¬ 
ing hours of the Recycling 
Centres - both sites will be open 
for longer. 

You can recycle seven days a 
week there, too, and take plenty 
beyond electrical items - oil, bat¬ 
teries, white goods, metals and 
wood, are just some of the other 
items that are accepted on site. 
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Oil 4 Wales make 
Wyn one happy fan! 

ALES rugby star 
Ken Owens took 
time out from train¬ 
ing recently to present a com¬ 
petition winner with tickets to 
a Six Nations home match. 

The pair of tickets were presented 
by the Llanelli Scarlets hooker, who is 
an ambassador for Oil 4 Wales, after 
the company ran a competition in its 
newsletter. 

The independent oil distribution 
company ran a competition challeng¬ 
ing the local community to guess the 
weight of Oil 4 Wales’ newest recruit, 
baby Isla, grand-daughter of manag¬ 
ing director Colin Owens. 

Wyn Davies from St Clears, suc¬ 
cessfully guessed Isla’s weight cor¬ 
rectly, which was a healthy 71b lloz. 

As a family-run business, Colin 
was eager to introduce the latest mem¬ 
ber of the Oil 4 Wales team to cus¬ 
tomers through the company newslet¬ 
ter. He said: “I am so proud of my 
granddaughter, Isla, and thought a 
competition would be a great way to 
acknowledge her birth. It’s a company 
joke that I will have her answering the 
office phones by Christmas. 

“Working with the community is 
very important to us, as is supporting 
Welsh rugby. The competition was a 
great way to give someone the chance 
to watch Wales play at home. We 
hope Wyn enjoys the stadium and fin¬ 
gers crossed for a positive result.” 

On receiving the tickets, Wyn said: 

“I’m really chuffed to have won the 
competition. I will be taking my part¬ 
ner with me to the game and treating 
her to a nice meal beforehand so it 
should be a great day. 

“’m a big rugby fan, so it’s always 
enjoyable to be able to support the 


OlWWales 

Olew dros Gymru 


Don’t get left out in 
the cold this winter 
with Oil 4 Wales 


We supply a range of fuel services to 
homes, businesses, agricultural and retail 
premises throughout South Wales. 

• Never run out of fuel 
with our planned 
delivery service. 

• Spread the cost with 
our interest-free budget 
accounts. 

• Take advantage of our 
full boiler maintenance 
package which includes 
servicing and emergency 
breakdown repairs. 


Oil 4 Wales is the national oil brand for Wales servicing all of your 
local oil needs. Our buying power and truly Welsh focus means that 
the local conmrunity gets a nruch fairer price for its fuel. 


Contact us today to discuss your requirements 
Cardiff office: 02920 674910. Email: sales@oil4wales.co.uk 
Tank installation and boiler care 0800 433 4353 (Freephone) 

www.oil4wales.co.uk 

Working with the community, for the community 



“I’m delighted to work 
with this family-run 
business which has the 
community at the heart 
of its operation.” 

Welsh rugby international Jonathan 
Davies - Oil 4 Wales’ brand manager 





boys in red and I’m really thankful to 
Oil 4 Wales for giving me the oppor¬ 
tunity to do just that.” 

As the oil brand for Wales, Oil 4 
Wales has a strong affiliation with 
Welsh rugby and its current ambassa¬ 
dors include kicking coach Neil 
Jenkins, Ospreys forward Ryan Jones, 
Scarlets centre Jonathan Davies, 
Scarlets fly-half Rhys Priestland, and 
Wales international and Racing Metro 
flanker Dan Lydiate, as well as Ken 
Owens. 

Oil 4 Wales is a family run compa¬ 
ny, which was founded by entrepre¬ 
neur Colin Owens, in 2011. The com¬ 
pany, which supplies a range of fuel 
services to homes, businesses, com¬ 
mercial premises, agricultural and 
retail customers, has been well sup¬ 
ported by those keen to see the suc¬ 
cess of a truly independent Welsh oil 
brand and now supplies over 17,000 
customers in Wales. 


Care concerns focus of Vale meeting 



PICTURED, above (left to right) are : Lynda 
Wallis chairman ValeSO-h; Sue Van Eijkern; 
Gillian Huws-John; vice-chairman ValeSO-t- Mike 
Edwards; Vale of Glamorgan Older People^s 
Champion Coun Stuart Egan and Equality 
group chairman ValeSO-t- Jane Weldon. 


Planes, trains 
and boats in 
model show! 


PLANES, trains 
and automobiles 
are among models 
on display at the 
first annual Barry 
Model Show, in the 
Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre this Sunday, 
(March 9) from 
11am. 

Barry Island Railway 
Station will host the 
town’s first model show 
in years, as event organ¬ 
iser Ade Pitman 
explained: “Last 
October, we displayed 
the museum’s collection 
of model Royal Air 
Force aircraft, and a vis¬ 
itor suggested that we 
hold a model show. 

“This Sunday’s event 
is the result, and we are 
supported by model 
clubs from all over the 


area who will be dis¬ 
playing their models.” 

Also on display at the 
show will be radio-con¬ 
trolled boats and mar¬ 
itime vessels, and a 
model railway layout in 
the station waiting 
room. 

Barry at War group 
will be displaying model 
Royal Air Force aircraft. 

Doors open at 11am, 
and entry to the Barry 
Model Show is free. 

The Glamorgan Wartime 
Heritage Centre will be 
open throughout the 
day, making for a great 
family day out on the 
Island. 

Admission is free. 

For more details, con¬ 
tact Ade Pitman on 
07930 87416, or see the 
website www.barryat- 
war.info. 


THE Vale50+ strategy forum 
welcomed guests Gillian Huws- 
John, area manager Vale of 
Glamorgan, and Sue Van 
Eijkern regional director 
south-east Wales from CCISW 
(Care and Social Services 
Inspectorate Wales) at their 
February executive meeting. 

Their work includes regulating and 
inspecting services for everyone, from 
the very young to older people. 

CCISW reviews services at both a 
national and a local level; and can 
inform the public whether services are 


up to standard, suggest ways of 
improvements services and help safe¬ 
guard the interests of service users and 
carers. 

Some of the concerns raised were 
the use of 15-minute domiciliary care 
visits to people’s homes; more demen¬ 
tia awareness training for care workers, 
and the need for care workers to have 
adequate communication and language 
skills. 

For more information on CCISW, 
log onto CCISW website at 
ccsiw.org.uk. Find out more about 
Vale50-\- Strategy forum on the website 
at valeopf.webplus.net. 


L y , - 

Our new store has just arrived, with some 
amazing new fabries out for 2014. 

We have great priees, and are always happy 
' to help. If we don’t have what you need in 
^ stoek, please let us know and we will be 
happy to try and souree it for you. 

www.thefabricpatch.co.uk ‘ 
Tel: 07525 789503 

il; belbyfabricpatch@g»"^co”^ 






SmlorSdtoid - Agi 11-18 St Nicholas House - Age 7-11 
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Open 9am to 7pm 
7 days a week 


FENSA 


E-mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 

Showrooms at 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL. Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF11 8AR 


WINDOWS, DOORS 


10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Lcckwfth Road, Cardiff CF11 6AP 

Tel: Bridgend 01656 349515 
Cardiff 02920 508770 
Barry 01446 439212 


YEARS 


& CONSERVATORIES 


www.mpnwindows.com 


3 YEARS INTEREST FREE 


r French ^ 
Doors Fitted 
from 


fully fitted Inc a 
free upgrade to 
a glass roof from 


Bridgend 01656 349515 • Cardiff 02920 508770 • Barry 01446 439212 
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Bridgend County Borough Council 

Building Excellence 
Awanls 2014 

The Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
Building Control Team 

Back row left to right: 

Paul Jeremy (Building Control 
Surveyor); Roger Jones (Building 
Control Surveyor); David Todd-Jones 
(Team Leader, Building Control); Paul 
Joseph (Building Control Surveyor); 
Cliff Bull (Building Control Surveyor), 

Front row left to right: 

Beth Flower-Jones (Technical 
Assistant); Brian Wallace 
(Development and Building Control 
Manager); Meryl Morgan (Building 
Control Assistant),. 


The categories are: 

Best Extension or Alterations to Existing Home 
Best Change of Use of a Building or Conversion 
Best Small New Housing Development 
Best High Volume New Housing Development 
Public Service Building 
Best Educational Building 
Best Commercial Building 
Best Site Agent 


CATEGORY 1: Best Extension 
or Alterations to Existing Home 


DESCRIPTION; 

EXTENSION AND ALTERATIONS 

ADDRESS: 

SEABREEZE, MALLARD WAY, PORTHCAWL 

CONTRACTOR; 

DUCKETT DEVELOPMENTS 

ARCHITECT; 

DAVID RICHARDS 

The scheme involved the construction of two side extensions and 
extensive alterations to the existing dwelling, to accommodate the 
requirements of the client, whilst embracing the spectacular sea views 
of the area. 

Due to the exposed location, consideration needed to be given to a 
robust design and build, with high levels of insulation. 

The previous experience of the Contractor in most types of construction 
brought together the extensive structural and sustainability elements of 
the design - to provide a functional home incorporating quality materi¬ 



als and finishes, with particular attention paid to the internal design, 
including a feature glass landing and folding glass partition, spiral stair¬ 
case and split level kitchen area. 


The result was the delivery of an elegant family home, in keeping with 
the surrounding area, to the satisfaction of the owner, and to the usual 
high standards associated with the Contractor. 




Bridgend 


Cnun*‘ R'::r: 


THE eighth annual Building 
Excellence Awards were 
held in Bridgend on 
Thursday, February 20. 

Organised by Bridgend County Borough 
Council’s Building Control team, the awards are 
designed to showcase high-quality buildings 
and recognise design teams, who have 
overcome technical issues by developing 
innovative and creative solutions. 

Nominations for the awards are provided by 
the council’s Building Control surveyors, who 
are responsible for supervising the projects as 
they progress on site, through to the completion 
of the building work. 

David Llewellyn, Group Manager, 
Development, states: “We are placing greater 
requirements than ever before on architects, 
surveyors and builders and, as a result of this, 
our buildings are of better quality, more sustain¬ 
able and energy efficient, and a safer place to 
live and work.” 

To achieve this, greater skills are needed 
within our industry and resources should be put 
into training the next generation of trades 
people, planners, designers and architects. 

The ceremony was held at the Civic Offices 
in Angel Street and there were eight 
categories of award. The winners were judged 
on their construction and technical building 
qualities. 

The awards were presented by the Mayor, 
Coun Clive James; council Leader Coun MEJ 
Nott, QBE,; Coun Mike Gregory; Satwant Pryce, 
Head of Development and Regeneration; and 
David Llewellyn, Group Manager, Development 
and Regeneration. 

The winners will also go forward to the Local 
Authority Building Control (LABC) awards for 
south Wales, which will be hosted by Owen 
Money (comedian/BBC television personality) 
on April 25, 2014 at The Vale of Glamorgan 
Hotel. 

The winning entries from south Wales will 
then have an opportunity to be recognised on a 
national scale at the LABC National Building 
Awards in London this November, where they 
will compete against entries from the rest of the 
UK. 

For more information, visit the planning 
pages at www.bridgend.gov.uk 



LABC 


CYMRU 


The 2014 
BCBC Building 
Awards are 
sponsored by: 
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CATEGORY 2: Best Change of 
Use of a Building or Conversion 


FEBRUARY 2014 

y'v ra 

LABC V7> 

CYMRU 



DESCRIPTION: 

BARN CONVERSION 

ADDRESS: 

TAL Y COED, HEOL LAS, COITY 

CONTRACTOR: 

ANDREW BANKS 

ARCHITECT 

DAVIES EVANS PARTNERSHIP 


High Quality 
Building & 
Renovation 
Services 

AJ Banks (Builders) Ltd, 

Glas Flyn, Hendre Lane, 

Coity CF35 6RB 

Enquiries call OI 656 768444 

enquiries@ajbanksbuilders .co.uk 

O 


This former barn is located in a very difficult 
topographical location in a very rural area, 
which encompassed problems with access, 
services, fresh water supply, drainage 
issues and some difficult ground condi¬ 
tions. 

Some of the above problems were over¬ 
come with the provision of an air-sourced 
heat pump within the design, alongside a 
very high standard of insulation, to comple¬ 
ment the very low running costs associated 
with this high quality project. 

The existing building has been re-built to a 
very high standard of fitment and the lay¬ 
outs are both stylish and modern and have 
been ergonomically designed with the eld¬ 
erly owner’s requirements in mind. 

The house has been built using some tradi¬ 
tional forms of construction alongside a 
blend of very modern hi-spec materials to 
meet the extremely high standard of ther¬ 
mal efficiency and sustainability demanded 
by the owner. The design was to reduce 
the running costs to a minimum in line with 
those associated with developments from 


the Scandinavian countries and well above 
the Building Regulations requirements. 

Mrs Barton, the architects Davies Evans 
Partnership, and Andrew Banks 
Construction, maintained a strong/close 


working relationship throughout the works 
with the area Building Control Surveyor, 
which has resulted in a very high quality 
development which has very minimal run¬ 
ning costs. 



CATEGORY 3: Best Small 
New Housing Development 



DESCRIPTION: 

4 NEW DWELLINGS 

ADDRESS: 

CROESTY FARM, 80 HEOL WEST 
PLAS, COITY 

CONTRACTOR: 

GRAVAN CONSTRUCTION 

ARCHITECT 

JENKINS GOULD PARTNERSHIP 


JGA 


The former greenfield site was in a difficult 
topographical location on the edge of the vil¬ 
lage of Coity, which encompassed surface 
water/drainage problems from underground 
springs and water run-off, as well as major 
ground compaction and fill to prevent further 
settlement. 

The problems were overcome by introduc¬ 
ing a new drainage scheme, along with 
access drainage to support the highway to 
the site confines. 

The detached properties have been built to 
a very high standard of fitment and work¬ 
manship. The contemporary layouts are 
both stylish and modern, and have been 
designed with families/end users in mind. 


JOHN GOULD ARCHITECnjRE 

DESIGN & PLANNING CONSULTANTS 
formerly of Jenkins Gould Partnership 


FOR ALL NEW ENQUIRIES. 
CALL JOHN GOULD ON 
01656 655822 

Suite 1, Dragon House, Princes 
Way. Bridgend Industrial Estate. 
Bridgend CF31 3AQ. 


Proud 
winners of 
Category 3: 
Best Small 
Housing 
Development. 


The houses have been built using a very 
high specification of construction, easily 
meeting the very high standard of thermal 
efficiency and sound insulation demanded 
by the Building Regulations. 

Gravan Construction maintained a close 
working relationship with the Area Building 
Control Surveyor throughout the project, 
which has resulted in a very high quality 
development. 



CATEGORY 4: Best High Volume 
New Housing Development 



LbnnMrl 


Winners of Category 4: 

Best High Volume New 
Housing Development for 
construction and architecture 

Winners of Category 8: 

Best Site Agent - 
Jeremy White 


For quality new properties throughout 
South Wales, contact Llanmoor Homes 

01443 22 84 13 

www.llannnoor-honnes.co.uk 


63-65 Talbot Road,Talbot 
Green, Pontyclun CF72 8AE 


DESCRIPTION: 

34 NEW DWELLINGS 

ADDRESS: 

JOSLIN ROAD, LITCHARD 

CONTRACTOR: 

LLANMOOR HOMES 

ARCHITECT: 

LLANMOOR HOMES 

This new development of 34 new 
dwellings on the outskirts of 
Bridgend consists of affordable 
housing and desirable residencies. 
Although there were three Agents 
on site at different time periods, 
credit must be given to Llanmoor 
Homes that all Agents were consis¬ 
tent in their approach and obtained 
a high standard of workmanship, 
together with a clean and safe site. 
Excellent communication with all 
agents and the Building Control 
office was maintained thoughout 
the project. 
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CATEGORY 5: 

Public Service Building 


LABC 

CYMRU 


DESCRIPTION: 

NEW SCHOOL 

ADDRESS: 

PEN-Y-FAI PRIMARY SCHOOL 

CONTRACTOR: 

BALFOUR BEATTY 
CONSTRUCTION 

ARCHITECT: 

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES BCBC 

The site presented a number of different 
challenges, one being a significant gradient 
of the land. 

Another being the school was to be located 
at the end of a narrow lane, with the existing 
school being used during the build process. 
From the commencement of work and the 
initial site meeting with the management 
team, the Area Building Control Surveyor 
anticipated that he was dealing with a very 
professional team who expected high stan¬ 
dards from everyone. 

The intention of this Development was not 
only for the use of the school’s children, but 



for the local community for various uses, 
built as the hub of Pen y Fai. 

The building achieved an energy perform¬ 
ance rate of 33 and an air permeability of 6. 


During the construction, the contractor 
achieved all his goals and produced an 
extremely high quality building for the staff, 
children and the community of Pen y Fai to 
be proud of. 


CATEGORY 6: 

Best Educational Building 


DESCRIPTION: 

NEW SECONDARY 
SCHOOL 

ADDRESS: 

COLEG CYMUNEDOL Y DDERWEN, 
YNYSAWDRE 

CONTRACTOR: LEADBITTER, A 
BOUYGUES UK COMPANY 

ARCHITECT 

SCOTT BROWNRIGG ARCHITECTS 

The Coleg Cymunedol Y Dderwen Community 
College will incorporate a 1,570 pupil 
Comprehensive School, as well as a dedicated 
community facility, including cafe, a multi¬ 
agency hub, childcare facilities and various 
community facilities. 

Leadbetter A Bouygues UK, together with Scott 
Brownrigg Architects, were tasked to provide 
an exemplar building for Bridgend County 
Borough Council that was both environmentally 
and economically sustainable. 

The high levels of sustainability incorporated in 
the design, to reduce carbon emissions, range 
from a passive design delivering a building that 
has in use, low energy demands, allowing 
maximum daylight, avoiding excessive gain 



and glare, and providing good ventilation. 
Additional energy requirements are offset by 
renewable technologies, such as Solar 
Thermal, Photo Voltaics and a Biomass boiler, 
forming a combined heat and power plant, and 
which is incorporated into an intelligent building 
management system to monitor and reduce 
energy consumption. These systems were also 


designed to provide electrical and heating sup¬ 
plies to a nearby Care Home and Leisure 
Centre. 

The design achieved a score of 89.92% under 
BREEAM, gaining a top rating of outstanding 
(5 stars) and the best certified Educational 
Building in Britain 2012. 


CATEGORY 7: 

Best Commercial Building 



LABC 

CYMRU 


DESCRIPTION: 

EXTENSION 

ADDRESS: 

NATURE RESERVE, ABERKENFIG 

CONTRACTOR: 

ET & S BUILDERS 

ARCHITECT 

HUW GRIFFITHS CHARTERED 
ARCHITECT 



HUW GRIFFITHS 
ARCHITECTS LTD 


PENSEIRISIARTREDIG/CHARTERED ARCHITECTS 

•ARCHITECTURE • INTERIOR DESIGN 
• CONSERVATION • MASTER PLANNING • BREEAM 
•CDM CO-ORDINATION 

North Hill, 7 St James Crescent, Swansea SA1 6DP 

Tel: (01792) 644038 Fax: (01792) 645446 

Email: design@huwgriffithsarchitects.co.uk 
www.huwgriffithsarchitects.co.uk 



The proposal was for the extension and 
extensive refurbishment of the visitors’ cen¬ 
tre within the Parc Slip Nature Reserve, sur¬ 
rounded by the magnificent grassland, 
woodland and wetland areas. 

The work comprised: renewal of the exist¬ 
ing roof structure and extension, to allow for 
a conference area at first floor level and a 
cafeteria at ground level, with viewing areas 
over the nature reserve. 

Also a new entrance porch of glazed timber 
loggia construction, providing for disabled 


access, and which is an interface between 
the cafeteria and the woodland. 

The works were undertaken by ET&S 
Construction, who are well known in the 
area for high class construction and man¬ 
agement of such projects. 

Access, character, community safety and 
environmentally sustainability were funda¬ 
mental reasons behind the need for this 
development, and the contractor responded 
by delivering a high class project. 


CATEGORY 8: 
BEST SITE 
AGENT 


DESCRIPTION: 

JEREMY WHITE 

ADDRESS: 

PENTRE FELIN DEVELOPMENT, 
TONDU 

CONTRACTOR: 

LLANMOOR HOMES 

ARCHITECT 

LLANMOOR HOMES 



Jeremy White has been known and 
associated with Bridgend Building Control 
for a number of years. 

In that time, he has always given the 
Building Control officer respect and plenty of 
notice when requesting inspection on sites. 
His sites are always meticulously main¬ 
tained, which contributes to the high stan¬ 
dard of workmanship that he expects from 
his tradesmen. 

Communication with Jeremy is clear and 
concise and all correspondence required, is 
available, so that the building control officer 
can issue the completion certificate with 
complete confidence that the project fully 
complies with the Building Regulations. 

With the above in mind, Jeremy White is the 
well-deserved winner of this award. 
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WHO WANTS TO BUILD 
WHAT AND WHERE? 


JON WINCXJWS i 

hom« Improvement glazjog bo-jtions 

Qudlity products upto 

Quality service 55%^ 5^ 50 ^ff 

without the price tag windows 

Jon Windows always fit the b«st! 

O a ' 'I 

( 1 _L y;““ 


JOf4 WlW Dr^\r ‘S C O. ® El ^ 

home Improvement glu. lu? _ u: ^ 

Call iMm for ■ PRIE siarwy Of go online lor an «wiv.vf9«ilndows«€o,uk 

FREEPHONE: 0800 181 888 

Skmcm MC2. TT Men lid Eft CeeiV fb4 CM3 K Oftf) MoMrl 9iri ^ 


Vision Express - Rayner Ltd, 11 
Nolton Street, Bridgend - 

Replace existing fascia sign and 
projecting sign. 

Tondu RFC - Pandy Park 
changing rooms off Terfyn 
Ynysawdre, Bridgend - Renewal 
of expired consent 

P/10/724/FUL for storage lock¬ 
up container. 

Mr EP Wooster - 26 Birch 
Walk, Porthcawl, Bridgend - 

Single storey extension to side 
and include land into curtilage of 
dwelling. 

Mr Matthew Farrant - 1 and 3 
Verlands Court, Pencoed - C/U 
of units 1 and 3 to provide a 
restaurant/bar (A3) with opening 
hours until midnight and alter¬ 
ations to shopfront. 

Mr M Edwards -18 Lime Tree 
Way, Porthcawl, Bridgend - 
Single storey extension to side 
and change roof type to pitch on 
rear dormer. 

Miss Claire Lewis - 52 Maesteg 
Road, Maesteg, Bridgend - 
Second storey addition to rear 
annexe. 

Mr Lyndon Huish - 27 

Kingfisher Road, North 
Cornelly, Bridgend - Single 
storey rear extension to provide 
additional ground floor accom¬ 
modation. 

Mr A Jones - 28A Park Avenue, 
Porthcawl - Dormer to rear with 
two windows.Mr W Williams - 
Plot 21, Porth Y Castell, Parc 
Derwen, Coity, Bridgend - 
Proposed alteration of approved 
dwelling to include rear conser¬ 
vatory extension. 


Mrs Danielle Attard - 5 

Dunraven Place, Bridgend - 

Conversion of existing cottage 
from mixed use amenity to com¬ 
mercial. 

Mr James and Kelliher -17 
Maes Yr Ysgall, Coity - 
Conservatory to side. 

Mr SC Tarr - 38 Pond Mawr, 
Maesteg - Side extension and 
loft conversion including front 
and rear dormers. 

Mr Richard Leonard-Davies - 
26 Cherry Tree Avenue, 
Porthcawl - Rear dormer exten¬ 
sion, new pitch roof over existing 
flat roof front dormer and 
remove front wall to allow park¬ 
ing. 

Rhondda Cynon Taff CB 
Council - Unit 2, Pencoed 
Technology Park, Pencoed, 
Bridgend - Three storey B1 
(offices) development with roof 
top plant and associated single 
storey garage/workshop, gate¬ 
house and security fencing. 

Mr Edward Davies - Williams & 
Evans, 2 Queen Street, 
Bridgend - Separate units 2 and 
4 and change use of unit 2 from 
A1 to A2 use. 

Mr Barry Evans - 7 Parkfields, 
Penyfai, Bridgend - Single 
storey rear extension. 

Ost Energy Ltd - Foel Fawr, 
Maesteg, Bridgend - Screening 
opinion for proposed solar farm. 
Mr Tony Ludlow - The Old 
Dairy, rear of 138 Caerau Road, 
Maesteg, Bridgend - Change of 
use of dairy to form new 
dwelling. 


Beauty doesn’t have to come at a price... 
...with our replacement kitchen doors 

and worktops 


Less mess 
^Less time 


Less cost 


Usmg your existing cabinets, we 
wil replace your doors 
and worktops 


•■ejuveftau ig 
your kitchen. 


Saving you 
'Tsoney. mess 
and mayhem! 


0I446 6880I8 0I656 360027 


www.door-doctor.co.uk 


A 




CONTACT YOUR 

LOCAL DOOR 
DOCTOR 
FOR A FREE 




CONSULTATION UHES OPEN W SAM-TPH SAT BAM-^PM SUN IBAM.4PM 




iMii n rts m 


A Urrvty run 
business with 
0«er to yt^rs 
(tl 































Conservatories, Orangeries bespoke design 

a TO SUIT ALL TASTES 

& Sun Rooms 

As well as Windows 
& Doors in PVCu and 
Engineered timber 


FREEPHONE 0500 21 22 

www.securahome.co.uk 

Showcentres at Securahome PVCu Ltd, Garngoch Ind 
Est, Gorseinon, Swansea SA4 9WN 
Ewenny Garden Centre, Ewenny Road, Bridgend, CF35 5AD 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


We can design and 
install any type of con- 
- servatory; extension, 

‘ - I door or window to suit 

4 every taste, style and 

space, utilising only the 
best materials possible. 

• 5.9% APR or 2 years free credit 
• FREE Planning Service 
• FREE A-Rated equivalent glass upgrade 
• No telesales or comission only salesmen 
• FREE quotation and 3D imaging service 
• 10 year insurance warranty 


5UOING CXDORS WALES COM, 
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Fitted Bedrooms 


Ten Good Reasons to choose 
Town & Country Bedrooms 
1 Genuine Made lo Measure Units 
2- Now over 1000 Chotces 

3. 10 Year Guarantee on all units. 

4 . Hlgheet Ouailty Unit Constructton 

5. Latest Computer Design Software 

6 Highly Experienced Tradesmen 

7 No Pressiae Sales Approach 

8 Instaling Bedrooms for over 30 Veers 

9 FREE Home Measure 8 Consuttahon. 
10. Friendly Famty BuBinesa 


SPECIAL OFFERS 
on All Ranges 


Town & Country DedroonrH 

www.townandcountryb«drooms.co.uk 


Unit 1 North Poinl. 
Western Avenue, 
Bridgend Industrial Estato 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 


Home Office 


Sliding Door 
Wardrobes 

Both Fined and Freestanding 
Sliding Door Wardrobes Call in lo 
view as the choice is vast and 
we can't get it all on our websitel) 


Genuine Made to Measure Units 
for that perfect fit Huge Range of 
Door Styles and Colours. 
Over 1000 Combinations 
al installed by professionals 


It’s got to be... 


Serving SoutH Woks for 20 years! 


Creating the perfect orangery. 

It’s all in the design... 


hen it comes to adding flexible living space to 
your home, there can be little doubt that an 
orangery truly offers the wow factor. 

Today’s orangeries come in a multitude of options. 
From the sleek ‘grand design’ of modern aluminium, to 
hassle-free PVC-U or the timeless looks of timber, there 
is something to suit every home. 

However, aesthetics aren’t the only consideration. To 
build a room that you will love all year round, 
technical design is crucial. 

At Securahome, our experts take the time to discover 
exactly how you will use your orangery, before creating a 
3D design to help bring your vision to life. 

To cut your carbon footprint and ensure that your 
new orangery is as comfortable at Christmas as it is at 
Easter, demands the highest possible thermal efficiency. 

At Securahome we use only the latest ultra-efficient 
glass in our orangeries; then we build in insulated floors, 
ceilings and walls to make the room as thermally 
efficient as possible with today’s building technology. 
When it comes to the roof, we can build slate or tiled 
roofs, add in a lantern or skylights, or create a full glass 
roof for a spectacular view of the stars. To make sure 
that view stays uninterrupted, we can even add in 
self-cleaning glass. 

From the initial design, through to planning to the 
building, electrics, plumbing and finishing, 
Securahomeproject manages every aspect to ensure the 
process is as relaxing and comfortable as the orangery itself. 
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BUILDING AWARDS SPONSORS IN FOCUS... 


LLANMOOR HOMES - building up Wales 


A WELSH family-owned and 
controlled home builder 
has been established for in 
excess of 45 years and has con¬ 
structed in excess of 3,000 new 
homes in south Wales. 


Llanmoor is currently operating out of 
five locations and has earned a reputation 
for high quality traditional construction, 
exceptional customer care and attention to 
detail. The company offers a range of 
homes to suit first time buyers through to 
large homes for the growing family. 

We pride ourselves on our levels of 


service before, during and following occu¬ 
pation. 

Llanmoor constantly seeks to review its 
procedures, in order to ensure that it can 
continue to be proud of the homes that it 
constructs for the communities of south 
Wales. 


AJ BANKS (BUILDERS) 

LTD — keeping it local 


G&W : 9 -' 

We offer personal specialist 
property advice for sales, 
purchases or 

re-mortgage ^ ^ 

transactions 



Bridgend 

12 Park StrMt. Brid 9 and, CP31 4HZ 

01656 653122 

Cowbiidge 

4A VSAastgar*^ CF71 7AR 

01446 772212 


Serving 
the community 
for over 
100 years. 


WWW. gasket la ndwalker.com 


MODERN DECORATIONS 

Your 1st choice 
for curtains and blinds 

• View a wide range of Fabries in the 
eomfort of your own home or offiee. 

# Curtains, all valanees, tie baeks, 
eurtain traeks and poles. 

# Venetian, Vertieal, Roller and Roman 
Blinds. 

• Full measuring, make up and 
Fitting Serviee. 



Geoff Brown 

01446 739174 or 07718 536838 

Estimates Free (with no obligation) 
over 30 years experience 

Find us on yell.com 

www.moderndecorations.co.uk 


A J BANKS 
Builders Ltd 
have been 
established building 
contractors since 
1980. We are a 
professional dedi¬ 
cated family-run 
business based in 
Bridgend that is 
conscientious and 
forward-thinking 
and delivers a pro¬ 
fessional and quali¬ 
ty service. 

Our workforce are 
highly skilled and pro¬ 
fessional, and have 
excellent local knowl¬ 
edge. 

We are keen to use 
local labour whenever 
possible and source our 
materials locally when 
appropriate. 

We are LABC 2011 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council Building 
Excellence New Build 
Award winners. 

We have also been 
recently nominated by 
Bridgend County 
Council for a 2013 
award for a completed 
Barn Conversion. Since 


1980 we have success¬ 
fully delivered a wide 
range of building and 
maintenance projects. 

These include reno¬ 
vating schools, building 
new houses, building 
factory units, bam con¬ 
versions and other spe¬ 
cialist renovations serv¬ 
ices, reactive mainte¬ 
nance work, planned and 
programmed mainte¬ 
nance, cleaning of void 
social housing. 


We have held a con¬ 
tract with Rhondda 
Housing Association for 
the last nine years, car¬ 
rying out reactive main¬ 
tenance to their housing 
stock. 

We are also engaged 
to carry out their 
planned maintenance 
which involves fitting 
kitchens, bathrooms, dis¬ 
abled adaptations and 
extension works. 


\]^NDERSON & 
l^SSOCIATES 

Architectural Consultants 
Surveyors and Planners 

Residential & Commercial Design 
Barn Conversion & Extensions 

39 High Street, 
Cowbridge CF71 7AE. 

Tel: 01446 772180 
isaac.ander.assoc@gmail.com 

www.anderson-architectural.co.uk 


Lord Lieutenant leads the 
way at the annual service 



The Lord Lieutenant, Sir Paul Williams and 
retired Lord Lieutenant Sir Norman Lloyd- 
Edwards. 


by HEATHER 
MARCH. 


Rugby and reading come 
together in workshops 


RUGBY-MAD youngsters 
aged 7-11 can team up with 
a parent or carer in a ‘penalty 
kick challenge’, at Bridgend 
Library in Bridgend 
Recreation Centre. 

Participants will hone their 
rugby talents and dust off their 
reading skills in a series of work¬ 
shops which will take place at the 
centre during March. All teams 
will then go head-to-head in a bat¬ 
tle of both brain and brawn at the 
grand slam final on May 12, at 
Bridgend Library. 

The workshops have skills les¬ 


sons with the Ospreys, a rap master 
class with Cardiff-based hip-hop 
songwriter and producer Jason 
Camilleri, a chance to create comic 
book characters with local artist 
Rianne Rowlands, and fun and 
games with local children’s enter¬ 
tainer and funny man Mike 
Church. 

At each workshop, the teams will 
also be assigned a selection of fic¬ 
tion, non-fiction, rugby news arti¬ 
cles and comics to read, and they 
will need to keep their eye on the 
ball as they will be tested on what 
they have learned in the final. 


The Lord Lieutenants newly appointed cadets: 
Olivia Stickland from Cardiff and Patrick 
Croysdale from Cowbridge. 

RIGHT: 

The High Sheriff of 
South Glamorgan, Mrs 
Morfydd Meredith, 
arrives at St Illtuds. 

THE Lord 

Lieutenant of South 
Glamorgan Dr 
Peter Beck and his 
deputy Lieutenants 
and friends were at 
St Illtuds church, 

Llantwit Major 
recently for their 
annual peripatetic 
morning service. 

This is a colourful The church historian 
occasion when uniforms Mr Viv Kelly gave an 
and decorations are interesting talk on the 
worn. They were warm- history of the recently 
ly welcomed by the refurbished Galilee 
Rector, Rev Huw Butler Chapel and on the 
who, with the ancient stones now 
Lieutenancy Chaplain, housed in it. Later, mem- 
Rev Steward Lisk of hers travelled to the love- 
Roath, conducted the ly setting of St Donats 
service. Castle. 




Impressive outing, 
as Porthcawl Youth 
emerge victorious 


PORTHCAWL 
Youth team‘s 
recent inactivity 
had little impact on 
performance as 
they emerged victo¬ 
rious by a 21-0 
margin at 
Bridgend Sports on 
St David’s Day. 

After a number of 
postponements due to 
the poor February 
weather, Porthcawl 
began March by notch¬ 
ing three tries on their 
return to the field. 

Their coach, Matthew 
Owen, praised his side’s 
all-round display: “Lm 
really proud of the boys. 
We’re showing signs of 
becoming a really good 
team. 

“It’s been hard with 
the weather but it was 
great to see the boys 
back without any game 
time and looking 


Skills 

weekend 

A WEEKEND 

course at Bryngarw 
Country Park on 
March 22 - 23 will 
teach traditional 
and practical 
bushcraft skills. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Bryngarw 
Park Rangers on 01656 
725155. 


sharp.” 

Porthcawl had the 
Sports under pressure 
from the outset, but it 
took until midway 
through the first half for 
them to open the scor¬ 
ing. 

As has so often been 
the case this season, 
Ollie Banner created the 
opportunity with an 
intelligent pass that 
enabled Jim Needs to 
cross under the posts. 

Banner converted to 
give Porthcawl a 7-0 
lead at halftime. 

They should have 
been further in front, 
but the final pass went 
astray after a fine move 
featuring centre Jake 
Thomas, the man of the 
match, and Jobe Owens. 

Owens’ constant run¬ 
ning from No 8 was a 
feature of Porthcawl’s 
play, and he was joined 
by Gareth Evans-Rees 
and Will Robinson in an 
effective back-row unit. 

Robinson was even¬ 
tually replaced by Jack 
Taylor, who proved a 
nuisance to the Sports 
by regularly securing 
turnovers in the second 
half. 

Porthcawl decided to 
spread the ball wider 
after the break and were 


duly rewarded with two 
more tries. Tom 
Matthews, usually a 
wing or full-back but 
pressed into action at 
scrum-half, registered 
the first of them, capi¬ 
talising on Thomas’ 
break to dive over in 
spectacular style. 

Banner was again on 
target with the simple 
conversion and later 
added the extra points 
after Porthcawl’s third 
try, a superb solo effort 
by Cory Gardner. 

Banner provided the 
initial impetus to put 
Gardner through the gap 
and the exciting full¬ 
back then showed sear¬ 
ing pace on a 50-yard 
gallop to the line. 

There were also 
impressive contributions 
up front from Emyr 
Wile, Jack Williams and 
the ‘other’ Tom 
Matthews, the prop, in 
what Owen described as 
“an all-round great per¬ 
formance” by his team. 

Porthcawl Youth’s 
next fixture is a home 
friendly against Neath 
Athletic this Saturday. 

HP 


facebook.com/ 
' glamorgangem 










































Thursday, March 6th, 2014_ www,facebook.com/slainorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem_news _THE GEM - 27 

RHOOSE LIFEGUARDS START THE SEASON 
WITH SOME IMPRESSIVE PERFORMANCES 



THE junior, senior and masters teams 
from Rhoose Lifeguards recently started 
the 2014 competition season at the SLSA 
Wales Stillwater Championships at 
Swansea National Pool. 

Over the weekend of February 15 and 16, the 
teams competed in a variety of races combining 
swimming and life saving techniques - events con¬ 
tested included ma ni kin carry races without and 
without fins, rope throws and a number of relay 
events. 

Junior team: 

THE junior team members, led by junior co-ordi- 
nator Steve Baker, kicked off with relay and indi¬ 
vidual races in the manikin carry event. Over the 
Saturday and Sunday, the team put in some very 
impressive performances, with many of the team 
improving greatly on last year’s times. 

Well done to Kelsea Peterson for her silver medal 
in the ma ni kin carry with fins event. Steve would 
like to thank all of the juniors for their hard work 
over the winter training period and they look for¬ 
ward to the GB Championships, which are only a 
few weeks away. 

The junior team finished fifth out of the 17 clubs 
competing. 

Senior team: 

THE senior team, comprising five members, 
again put in some excellent performances over 
the course of the two days, recording some very 
commendable places in the individual and team 
events with members from the masters team join¬ 
ing for the relay races. 

The senior team also finished fifth out of 17. 

Masters team: 

WITH a smaller team than previous years, the 
nine members of the masters team, managed by 
club captain Simon Parker, produced some great 
efforts in the individual and team races. Well 
done to the manikin relay team for picking up a 
gold medal and to Karen O’Donoghue-Harris for 
her further gold medals in the manikin carry with 
fins, and manikin tow events. 

The masters team finished in fourth place overall. 

The combined results of all ages placed Rhoose in 
fifth place. 

Medal winners were as follows: 

Junior team individual medal winners: Kelsea 
Peterson - silver, manikin carry with fins. 

Masters individual medal winners: Heddus 
Davies - bronze, manikin carry with fins; bronze, 
manikin tow with fins; bronze, rescue medley. 
Karen O’Donoghue-Harris - gold, man ik in carry 
with fins; gold, manikin tow with fins. Jon Foster - 
bronze, rescue medley. 

Junior team: Lauren Blake, Elbe Peterson, Kelsea 
Peterson, Kathryn Gardner, Kirby Redrup, Ruby 
Redrup, Jason Grice, Finn Rees, Alex Parry, Georgia 
Wall, Maisy James, Emily Baker. 

Senior team: Riah Spickett, Samantha Blake, 
Alice Lewis, Simon Perry, Rhys Perry. 

Masters team: Heddus Davies, Sue Blake, Karen 
O’Donoghue-Harris, Sarah Bryant, Melissa 
Downton, Jon Foster, Dominic Lee, Steve Baker, 
Simon Parker. 

Rhoose Lifeguards Club would like to thank all of 
the competitors, parents and coaches who gave up 
their time, over the weekend. Particular thanks also 
to those with the club who helped with time keeping 
and other duties. 

JE 



ABOVE: The Rhoose Team. 



BELOW: Simon Parker ABOVE: The Junior Team Members. 



ABOVE: The Junior Relay Team. 




Gardening 

questions 

THE Vale of Glamorgan 
Best Kept Village 
Competition committee 
is organising a garden¬ 
ing question time on 
Wednesday, March 19 
from 2pm to 4pm in The 
Morning Room at 
Dyffryn House. 

There are four pan¬ 
elists, Claire Jenkins 
from Bordervale Garden 
Centre; Rose Clay; Alex 
Luker, Head Gardener at 
Dyffryn and Clare 
Revera from Out to 


As of Monday 10^*’ March, 
Service 303 will be 
extending to Cardiff! 

for a new timetable •ovouobte from 4^ March, please ask your 
driver or visit our website WWW.notgrOUpXO.uk 


Learn Willow. 


Tickets are £5 each, 
which includes entry to 
the gardens and refresh¬ 
ments. Contact Liz 
George on 01446 
774880. 



@NAT_Group 


Ei NATGroupLtd 


































28 - THE GEM 


CL 


WWW,facebook.com/slainorsansem www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, March 6th, 2014 


67 High Street, Cowbridge CF7I 7AF 
E: sales@bnnsonsfairfax.co.uk 
www.brinsons.co.uk 

T: 01446 771777 


BRINSONS 


FAIRFAX 


Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents & Auctioneers 





PROPERTIES NEEDED 
FOR WAITING BUYERS 


1% plus VAT selling fee on all 
new instructions in March. 


Call 01446 771777 for your free 
no obligation market appraisal. 


Bonvilston £550,000 

Four bedroom detached family home in the sought 
after village of Bonvilston with excellent transport 
links. EPC Rating-C 


Llanblethian £235,000 

Two bedroom detached 
bungalow in need of 
modernisation but boasting 
potential. EPC Rating-E 


Penmark £435,000 

Four double bedroom detached 
family home in the sought after 
village of Penmark. 

EPC Rating-D 


Llanwonno £330,000 

Charming three bedroom barn 
conversion in 6.5 acres with far 
reaching views of the valley. 

EPC Rating-F 


Llanharry £450,000 

Character four bedroom home in 
grounds of just under an acre in 
the popular village of Llanharry. 
EPC Rating-C 


Llansannor £595,000 

Spacious four bedroom detached 
family home in grounds of 
approx. 0.6 acres. 

EPC Rating-D 


Talygarn £750,000 

Excellent five bedroom detached 
home on generous plot in 
sought after village. 

EPC Rating-D 


www.brinsons.co.uk 

Offices also at: East gate. Mackat S treet , Caerphilly CFb3 1 NX. Tel 029 2086 7711 


RICS 
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Fitzhamon Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout 
Early Viewing Recommended 


£149,950 D64 



Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 

High Specification Kitchen 
Family Home 


£345,000 



Starling Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Open Plan 
Stylish 


£106,950 D68 




Beach Road, Marcross 

3 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
Coastal Location 


£265,000 D64 



Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
62ft Rear Garden 


£125,000 D68 



Harding Close, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, 

75' Rear Garden, Garage 


£135,000 d59 



Picketston Close, St Athan 

3 Beds 

Open Plan Living/Kitchen 
_ Garage _ 


£125,000 D63 



Fitzhamon Avenue, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, South Westerly Rear 
Loft Room With Views 


£153,950 C69 



Drake Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Backs on to Golf Club 


£115,000 e5o 




Clos Ogney, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Double Driveway 
Southerly Rear Garden 


£225,000 D68 



Monmouth Way, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, Southerly Aspect 
_ Conservatory _ 


£135,000 C76 


Bullfinch Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Fronting Open Green 
Allocated Parking 


£99,950 e46 



Yew Tree Grove, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Allocated Parking 
No Stamp Duty 



Fairfield Rise, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
132' Garden 
Detached Annex 


Nicholl Court, Boverton 

3 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 
Enclosed Garden 



£94,950 D65 ■ £300,000 dsg ■ £105,000 dgs 


Resale Studio 
-Torre vieja 

A WELL ORIENTATED 
STUDIO which has the sun on 
the balcony all day and views 
over the communal swimming 
pool. 

It has a bedroom/lounge with 
an open plan kitchen and is 
being sold furnished. It is well 
situated as it is only a 10 
minute walk to the beach and 
the port, also the bus station is 
only a short walk away. 

THIS PROPERTY IS A TRUE 
BARGAIN AT SUCH A LOW 
PRICE!!! 

Be quick at just 40,000 Euros. 
Buyer must be able to proceed. 

For further information, contact 

Paul on freephone 
0800 135 7503 
or email 

spain@chris-davies.co.uk 


WANTED 

3 or 4 bedroom, 

2 bathroom period 
property in West End 
Llantwit Major. 

Cash buyer of around 
£380,000 ready to 
proceed. 

If you wish to discuss 
the suitability of your 
property without any 
obligation and in 
confidence 
please contact: 

Christopher Davies 

on 01446 791963 



Tathan Crescent, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Extended 
Rarely Available 


£179,950 D59 



Clos Ogney, Llantwit Major 

4 Beds 3 Recp 
Ensuite. Utilty. 

50' Garden. 


£249,950 D68 



Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Private Garden 


£235,000 e52 



Wine Street, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Detached 
West End Location 


£215,000 e43 


Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Rhodfa'r Gwagenni, Barry 
Furnished, One bed, 

Ground Floor Apartment 
C75 

£475 PCM 

Rhodfa'r Gwagenni, Barry 
Ground Floor, One Bed 
Fully Furnished 
C80 

£475 PCM 
Courtlands, Barry, 

First Floor Flat, Two Bedrooms 
E41 

£495 PCM 

Flemingston Road, St Athan 

Three Bedrooms 

Kitchen Diner 

Lawn Garden 

E54 

£525 PCM 

Lime Grove, St Athan 
Three Bedroom, Conservatory 
Enclosed Rear Garden 
D64 

£550 PCM 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose 
Two Bedrooms, Walk in shower 
Gardens 

£550 PCM 

Heol Ger-Y-Felin, Llantwit Major 
Two Double Bedrooms, Fitted Kitchen, 
Enclosed Garden 
D61 

£550 PCM 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose 

Two bedrooms, Bathroom 

with shower, Enclosed rear garden 

C69 

£550 PCM 

Cornwall Road, Barry, 

Two Bedrooms, Gardens 
D56 

£550 PCM 

Meadow View, Barry 
Semi-Detached, Two Bedrooms, 
Gardens 
D67 

£575 PCM 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose, 

Fully Furnished, Two Bed, Utility Area. 
£600 PCM 

Castle Close, Boverton, Llantwit Major 
Three Bedrooms, Kitchen Diner 
Off Road Parking 
£625 PCM 

Glyndwr Avenue, St Athan, 

3 Bed Semi-Detached, Garage 

D56 

£675 

Harbour Road, Barry 

Semi-Detached Victorian Property, Five 

Bedrooms, Original Features 

E46 



chris-davies.co.uk 
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Who wants to build what, and where? 


Mr Ian Howells - Greystone Lodge, Stables, Hensol - Construction of eco- allow for level access into the building to single storey dwelling. 


Llanquian Road, Aberthin - Single 
storey extension to the rear of Greystone 
Lodge. 

BT Pic - Side of 48 Stanwell Road, 
Penarth - Openreach Broadband Cabinet 
(PCP034). 

Mr K Williams - Elmhurst, 
Porthkerry - Erection of a two-storey 
detached cottage style dwelling. 

Mr David Williams - 10 Barrians Way, 
Barry - First floor side extension. 

Mr Clive Pearson - The Garage, Salop 
Street, Penarth - Demolition of existing 
garage (retention of house 79 Salop 
Street) and construction of nine one-bed- 
room flats and one two-bedroom bunga¬ 
low with parking plus ancillary works. 
Elgin Energy Co Ltd - Land off 
Weycock Cross, Weycock Road, 
Barry - Solar farm comprising of instal¬ 
lation of photo/voltaic panels with a total 
capacity of up to 7MW, one electrical 
substation, seven power inverter stations, 
four pole mounted CCTV cameras, pal¬ 
adin fencing and ancillary work. 

Mr Haydn Pucknell - 63 Pencoedtre 
Road, Barry - Ground floor extension to 
side of property. 

Mr and Mrs Sweeny - 74 Port Road 
East, Barry - Demolition of existing 
detached dwelling and outbuilding. 
Construction of new detached dwelling 
with detached garage. 

Mr J Gilbert - Curload, The Old Post 
Office, Eactory Road, Llanblethian, 
Cowbridge - Proposed refurbishment, 
demolition and extension to an existing 
detached dwelling; comprising of a new 
single storey extension to the east (side 
elevation to replace existing garage and 
new two-storey extension to the west 
(side) elevation to replace demolished 
single storey. 

Ms J Atkinson - 34A Plassey Street, 
Penarth - Change of use from art studio 
to two bed dwelling. 

Mr Richard Anthony - Fields to the south 
of Brocastle, Bridgend - Removal of 
earth banks. 

Mr Robert Freese - Old Carriageway 


centre, visitors and educational building. 
Mr Martell Williams - 1 Lower Cwrt y 
Vil Road, Penarth - Loft conversion 
with new dormer window, rear single 
storey extension to replace existing con¬ 
servatory, removal of former stair enclo¬ 
sure and alterations to new existing 
entrance, new pedestrian access. 

Mr D Collard - 4 Cae Rex, 

Llanblethian, Cowbridge - Ground and 
first floor extension to create a larger 
garage and add bedrooms to a new first 
floor. 

Mr Phillip Carling - 72A Plymouth 
Road, Penarth - Demolition of existing 
rear single storey conservatory extension. 
Demolition of the front and side walls of 
the existing single storey kitchen exten¬ 
sion. Extension to and re-roofing of 
existing rear single storey kitchen exten¬ 
sion. Replacement of existing windows 
and doors with new white coloured upvc 
units. Repositioning of internal walls and 
minor structural alterations. 

Mr Andrew Fawcett - Court Lodge, 
Aberthin - Installation of solar panels. 
Mrs Susan Sargent - Seaview Cottage, 
St Athan - Retention of existing out¬ 
building adjacent to garage and proposed 
erection of a greenhouse. 

Mr Michael Clay - 1 The Butts, 
Cowbridge - Replacing existing win¬ 
dows on the front elevation, with compo¬ 
nents that are identical in style and sec¬ 
tion to that of the existing windows. 
These windows will have double glazed 
units with black infill strip. 

Mr Lee Peacock - The Moorings, 
Highlight Lane, Barry - Erection of two 
storey dwelling within plot with new 
vehicular access of Highlight Lane. 

Mr Douglas Gregory-Sykes - Whitwell 
House, Llanbethery - Attic conversion 
and external alteration including the addi¬ 
tion of dormers to front and rear eleva¬ 
tions. 

Wales and West Housing - Bridgeman 
Court, Bridgeman Road, Penarth - 

New door opening in place of existing 
window and installation of new ramp to 


accommodate new scooter store. 

Mr Daniel Radcliffe - Site adjacent and 
south of Nant Lie and north of the 
Farmers Lane, Trerhyngyll - Erection 
of a dwelling (four bed and three baths) 
and single garage. 

Mr Graham Hutchings - Lilypot Farm, 
Bonvilston - Removal of Condition 16 of 
planning permission 2013/00861/FUL, 
relating to two cabins for holiday let. 
Professor H Collins - 12 Paget Place, 
Penarth -Proposed alteration to increase 
the internal floor area of the property by 
7sq m. 

Pyke Street Developments - Elim 
Pentecostal Church, Pyke Street, 
Barry - Demolition of remaining Church 
Hall annex and development of five two- 
bedroom and two one bedroom flats with 
associated access and amenity areas. 

Mr Stephen Hicks - Malt Barn Cottage, 
Higher End, St Athan - Erection of sin¬ 
gle storey garage (18ft 6” by 20ft 3”) in 
yard at rear of house. 

Vale Veterinary Centre - Units 7 and 8, 
Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, Barry - 
Internal alterations and change of use of 
unit from B8 to D1 (non-residential insti¬ 
tution). 

Project Management Unit - Eastern 
Shelter, Eastern Promenade, Barry 
Island - Attachment to the structure of an 
LED programmable lighting system and 
motion sensors and associated cabling. 
Green Circle Sustainable Developments 
Ltd - Longlands Quarry, Corntown - 
Concrete silo. 

UWC Atlantic College - Shelter, The 
Blue Garden, UWC Atlantic College, St 
Donats Castle, St Donats - Replacement 
of rotten timbers to support new natural 
stone roof tiles. 

Amanda Sutcliffe - Toys R Us, 
Olympian Drive, Grangetown, 
Cardiff - Variation of condition 28(c) of 
85/00615/ to allow greater range of goods 
to be sold. 

Mr J McCarthy - Tynywaun Farm, 
Newton, Cowbridge - Single storey 
extensions to front and rear of existing 


Mr Nic Morgan - 104 Plymouth Road, 
Penarth - Construction of a single 
garage with pitched roof and storage 
space above. 

High Street School - St Pauls Avenue, 
Barry - Supply and install five fixed 
windows and two doors and screens. 

Mr D Jones - Plot 28, The Hedgerows, 
White Farm, Barry - Proposed alter¬ 
ation of approved dwelling to include rear 
conservatory extension. 

Mr Nathan Mullett - Unit 14, Heritage 
Business Park, Wick Road, Llantwit 
Major - Extension to existing gym. 
Miss C Jenkins - Plot 174, The 
Hedgerows, White Farm, Barry - 
Proposed alteration of approved dwelling 
to include rear conservatory extension. 
Sarah Ransley and Ian Smellie - Rexton 
House, Wine Street, Llantwit Major - 
Construction of a porch to replace exist¬ 
ing. 

Mr and Mrs Simon Strong - 7 Church 
View Close, Llandough, Penarth - Two 
storey rear extension to provide 
kitchen/family space at ground floor. At 
first floor accommodation is to be revised 
to provide a larger fourth bedroom. 

Mr Wiltshire - 5 Court Close, Llantwit 
Major - Reduce Ash tree branches over¬ 
hanging garden. 

Mr and Mrs David Lawrence - 53 
Redlands Road, Penarth - Alterations 
to existing front garden wall to include 
new driveway with pavement crossover 
and new pedestrian gate. 

Mr Kevin Jones - 7 Fforest Drive, 
Woodlands Rise, Barry - Proposed sin¬ 
gle storey extension. 

Mr James E T Pidgeon - Conifers, 
Grange Avenue, Wenvoe - 1. 

Demolition of single storey extension and 
garage at north end of property. 2. 
Erection of double storey extension on 
same site to match existing gabled wing 
at south end of property. 3. Construction 
of double garage and store adjacent to 
south boundary. 4. All works and finish¬ 
es to match existing building, itself on 
site of The Grange, a large Victorian man- 


Mr Woodward - ly Twyn, Mill Road, 
Dinas Powys - Kitchen extension to the 
side elevation. 

Mr Neil Goodrich -19 St Lythans Road, 
Barry - Rear single storey lean-to exten¬ 
sion and attached garage. 

Mr Ashley Merrick - 1 Charteris Close, 
Penarth - Single storey living room 
extension 9 sq m gross external area. 

Mr Reginald Forse - Reg Forse Land, 
Cog Moors, Nr Barry - Stable block. 
Mr John Miles - 45 Golwg y Coed, 
Barry - Part garage conversion. 

Mr David Evans - Cardiff Boat Sales, 
Compass House, Penarth Marina - 
Split the use by carrying on with one side 
as ‘Cardiff Bay Boat Sales’ and the other 
side to be used as a coffee shop. This 
includes outside space to the front of the 
building. 

Dr Kate Skone - 105 Plymouth Road, 
Penarth - Widening of current gateway 
to create driveway entrance, to keep style 
of current wall and any rebuilding to be 
done with same bricks. 

Mr and Mrs D D and H L Black - 9 Voss 
Park Drive, Llantwit Major - Proposed 
conversion of existing garage to play¬ 
room, first floor side extension and alter¬ 
ations to existing dwelling house. 

College Fields Nursing Home - College 
Fields Close, Barry - Three storey 
extension to side of the existing building 
to provide a new kitchen facility, 

DB and J Griffiths - Unit 13, Lower 
Greenway Farm, Bonvilston 
Retrospective planning application for 
the change of use to B8 storage purposes. 
Mr S Pascoe - 22 Port Road East, 
Barry - Proposed first floor rear exten¬ 
sion, loft conversion, internal alterations 
and alterations to elevations of existing 
dwelling and construction of a double 
garage. 

Mr Kurt Williams - Former Gulf 
Garage, Cardiff Road, Barry - Single 
storey extension to front and side of 
building. 


Penarth Heighte; Penarth 



This is a fantastic opportunity to buy a new build property, in a 
desirable location, at an affordable price. 

To find out more contact us by: 

•e-mail at housingstrategy@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk or 
•telephone on (01446) 709237. 


Penarth Heights, Penarth 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Home Ownership Scheme 

Want to own your own home? 
Unable to afford market prices? 
Look no further. 

Home ownership could be 
within reach. 

On the purchase price of £119,000 you 
would need £5,950 for a 5% deposit. 



Own 


A Helping Hand onto the Property Ladder 


/ALE of GLAMORGAN 

/rii idnewydd 

BRolvioSiNWG HATOD 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 12 March 2014 


I Vale of Glamorgan Council 


I Hafod Housing Association Newydd Housing Association 


Wales and West Housing Association 




homes^u 

HOTLINE 

01446 703840 


BEDFORD RISE, LLANTWIT MAJOR 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES4U@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
or apply in writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Visible Services and Housing 
Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AL 


CHESTERFIELD STREET, BARRY 



H4U Reference 233229 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement - no pets 

• Two-bedroom ground floor flat 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Water meter 

Rent £76.39 per week 



H4U Reference 204656 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Two-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £98.33 per week 
including water charge 


CRESSWELL COURT, BARRY 



H4U Reference 206226 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £97.63 per week 
including water charge 


\H4U Reference 208860 

I Suitable for a family meeting 
I the maximum occupancy 
■ requirement - no pets 

• Two-bedroom first floor flat 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

I Rent £80.09 per week 
I including water charge 


HERBERT STREET, BARRY 


LEIGH CLOSE, LLANATWIT MAJOR 



H4U Reference 211855 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £99.70 per week 
including water charge 


PEARSE CLOSE, PENARTH - NEW BUILD HOMES 

\H4U Reference 1113606 

( Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Two-bedroom houses (four) 

• Central heating 
• Double-glazing 
• Gardens 

I Rent £86.45 per week 
including service charge 


ST PAULS AVENUE, PENARTH 


H4U Reference 245806 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement - no pets 

• Two-bedroom seconf floor flat 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 



H4U Reference 235447 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £102.34 per week 
including water charge 



SOUTHEY STREE 

T, BARRY 


Ukt 1 

i 

i 

H4U Reference 224280 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £102.28 per week 
including water charge 


STEWART ROAD, RHOOSE 



Rent £85.69 per week 
including water charges 



H4U Reference 248004 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement - no pets 

• Two-bedroom second floor flat 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Water meter 

Rent £77.42 per week 


You must be a H0MES4U member to apply for any of these homes. 

When bidding for more than one property you will be asked to state 

Are you a council tenant who has been 1 
affected by the bedroom tax? 

your order of preference. 

All descriptions and other details are given in good faith and are 
believed to be correct but any potential tenant should satisfy 
themselves as to their correctness. 

Newydd is a charitable housing association. 

Would you like to discuss the options available? 

If so, call our Money Advice Line on 01446 709312 
for constructive, impartial advice. 

This number is not a bidding line for properties 
in this advert. 


ABERAERON CLOSE, BARRY 



H4U Reference 286977 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Two-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £96.63 per week 
including water charge 


CLOS LLAWHADEN, BARRY 



Applicants must 
require require ground 
floor bathroom and 
wetroom 


H4U Reference 1034908 

Suitable for a family meeting the 
maximum occupancy requirement 

• Four-bedroom house 

• Gas central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Wet room /downstairs bathroom 

• Enclosed rear garden 

• Parking 

Rent £108.31 per week 
including service charge 



H4U Reference 210057 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £99.55 per week 
including water charge 


LENNOX GREEN, BARRY 



H4U Reference 215007 
Suitable for single person or 
couple over 55 - no pets 

• One-bedroom first floor flat 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Community alarm 

Rent £87.83 per week including 
water and alarm charges 


ST LUKES AVENUE, PENARTH 



H4U Reference 245014 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement - no pets 

• Two-bedroom ground floor flat 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

Rent £85.69 per week 
inicuding water charges 


THOMPSON STREET, BARRY 


H4U Reference 1114030 
Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Gas central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Parking and integral garage 

• Gardens 

Rent £96.67 per week 
including service charge 


Visit the HOMES4U web page to view homes 
available immediately 

vvww.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 
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ONI VISION AREI 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 


01656 349 281 




www.onevislonltd.co.uk 


Vale Satellite and Solar 
Maintenance Service 

Ex BskyB Specialist Engineer 

Rusty/damaged satellite dishes replaced. 

New dish and cable installation for 
FreeSat or moving home. Sky Magic Eye 
(watch same channel in different room). 

Cable extensions fitted. Picture break up 
or missing channels rectified. 

See more on website: www.valesas.co.uk 
Text or Tel 07546318460 * Facebook: Vale Satellite & Solar 





1st _ 

'Aen 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

•MissingChannels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 0±446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 








101444 43t 128 or owa 413451 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


LL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
JSL4 COVERING ALL AREAS J^4 



[l3a]3Q(il3cQ§] ©©cpw3©(©s 
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• Building Contractors 
•Waste Disposal 

• Grab Hire 

• Plant Hire 

• Council Approved 

Contractors S oi446 700535 

GROUNDWORK CONTRACTORS LTD 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATNEHT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 ™^ 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaleclampproofing.co.uk 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmai ntenance .co .uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


STANTON 

•jfc' CONSTRUCTION 

All building work covered 

• Roofing/Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

01446 489368 


The 

CiEM 

01446 

774484 


INSURANCE CLAIM? 


Leaking Pipe? Fire Damage? Flood Damage? 
Impact Damage? Dispute with your insurer? 


Are your insurers insisting on using their builders? 

We will act on your behalf - we will deal with your insurer. 


CALL OUR TEAM NOW FOR A CHAT 

ABD Construction 01446 488356 




Solar’s Snowball Sale! 

Blind 1 • Blind 2 • Blind 3 • Blind 4 
10% 20% 30% 40% 

0 0 m 



SOLAR DAYTONA 

North Road, Bridgend Unit 3F, Palmerston Rood, 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend Barry 

CF313TP Tel: 01446 740842 

Tel: 01656 663800 www.solarsunshades.co.uk 




^ REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 


BLINDS & 
CURTAINS 

3 Vertical 
'^Blinds 

£99 



Menzies 
Carpentry Services 

KITCHENS BEDROOMS I 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & EITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work Lindertaken 

01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 


Freephone: ^I'lCUie- 

0500 295192 mLdi, 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 


^ BLEND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8f Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly GENUINE 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uK Qpp 

SAL^ 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 



GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 




CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 
_ Plus... 


stain &Odoir Rerroval 
FREE 
with capet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


VflLE CARPETS 


1 corner to- cfou- 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 

STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 

~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 

Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


www.cowbndge-it.co.uk 


HD computer 
Solutions 


‘All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

’ No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


laliYlil 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*iyeatment Plants* 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 


*I* 






Call 01446 ■7-74484 to 
advertise with The GEIN/I, 
and reach 43,000 homes 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl 
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Bryan Hicks I STADRE 

J s s ^1 PAINTING 

Pmnting S' | & decorating 
Decorating 


Specialist 


• Interior/Exterior 

• Clean, Friendly 

• Professional 

• No job too small 



Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 107791 752532 
07544 169855 lgrussell@live.co.uk 


gimsales§tiiulliiiiws.eo.uk 


TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

;i. City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

^ 07873 326 892 
P 01446 402 708 


•WAGES - VAT 
• SELF ASSESSMENT and 
COMPANY ACCOUNTS 
FILED ONLINE 

LOCALLY AND AT REASONABLE 
RATES BY EXPERIENCED & REGISTERED 
HMRC AGENTS. 

A// sizes and types of business from 
‘one-man bands ’ to those with 
substantial numbers of employees. 
All enquiries to 01446 411721 





Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
■ Decking ■ Hedge Cutting 
■ Garden Clearance 
• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 






^ MC / ■ 

WINDOWS 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, Porches, 
Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, Sealed Units, All 
Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

^ A Call Martyn on: 

01446 796795 
^ 07712 631772 

martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers isssoi 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 



mamaaiiSiSik 

(Sii5^©ciQ ©©GPvOiii' 


OvB% 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uFVC AND Alumnium window and Door Rb^air 
Do you twe my of the pllowingprobleim...? 

" Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges ^ 

Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


wintiow rec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 


Installer 
I I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 






SPBCiBliStS in crown reduction, 


Sp6l 

Large/Dangerous ttees ''thInningoWM 

■lUigwfHuiigwiwue iiuvu TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - FREE QUIRES - 

COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446713857 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 


FELLING, PRUNING, 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Full Professional 
Service 

Pick up & drop off 
avaiiabie 

*01446 760 236 
07854 30 10 20 

Local Weekly 
Newspapers 

With You All The Way 

E localweeklies ©localweeklies 

www.looalweeklynew3paper3.oo.ulc 


mm 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

^ RJ.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency caU-out, re-wires, sockets, Ughts, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 


-I 


Approved Contractor 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vwwy.gdsdoors.co.uk 


The 

eEM 

01446 

774484 


Loniplotr (farden Seniors i 

iM. • HI IKi MFti .fs 

\\l> lAhSS • AAIJA, AVT 

TvIrtilMiiM : •144A 4I942H 

<ir 07745 61175.1 

LUMBERJACKS 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


^ Tree Felling, Dismantling, 

Dead Wooding & Pruning ^ Hedge 
Trimming & Removing ^ Lawn Mowing 
& Brush Cutting ^ Dead Leaves Gathered 
& Removed ^ Site & Garden Clearanee 


WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE 


^ Feneing & Gravel Patehes 
^ All Waste & By-produets Removed 
for Free ^ All Jobs Considered 

Free Estimate, Fully Insured, Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 


www.lumber-jacks.co.uk 
01446 728197 or 07500901065 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


NP GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING SERVICES 

Multi Award winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

*Driveways *Patios ^Decking ^Fencing *Walling 
*Turfing & artificial grass *Water features & ponds 
www.npgls.co.uk 

i info @ gardenandlandscapeservices .co .uk 

01446 710736 / 07790166480 "V 


Llewellyn Garden Services 

Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 

Fencing, Garden Clearance, 

Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 




J.N. and Son Gardening Services 


Decking • Hedge Cutting 

Fencing • Lawns Laid & Cut 

Treefelling • Jet Washing 

Loose Decorative Gravel 

Plus much more: 


01446 402765 or 0754011 7474 


|www.ratedpeople.com/profile/Jn-ancl-son-gardening| 

NDP GARDFN 
and PROPFRTY 
MAINTFNANCF 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 

Tree Felling, 

Fencing, Turfing. 

Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 

Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 



Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


Bridce Vale Tree Serwcee 


[PiQQGDQlbODQg) 


J P EOWA.RD1S 

PLOnMSIPJC & 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


014-^790127 0771900SS20 

4. 


QPlumbing & Heating 

II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IIP Combination Boiler Specialist 
I ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 • ' 

I For aU your plumbing and heating requirements^^^^ 

fl All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fasty Friendly Service. 301616 


IK Pfumhinfr 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

lOtllM » 

0^444 If 71 

orff 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job ^ 
too small _ 

01446 678671 
07526 125982 



See more plumbing 
on the next page 
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All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 


]W Bathrooms 


Plumbing •Tiling 
Plastering ‘Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


The 

01446 

774484 


<r r~ 

hii^nrJrSioventDof^ 


Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 
• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


01446 404838 

Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.silveyroofing.co.uk 

rnry 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


i©DiLiQ®W§l[| 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing _ 

specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

LOW hourly rote, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 



Driving School Ltd 

• 10 lessons from £150 
• Under 17s lessons from £23 
• Gift Vouchers available 

, 0800 0280 406 

I ww w.catseyesdr i vingschool .co .uk 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


or first 10 hours 
from £130 


01446 719555 
V 07798 501267 y 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist^ 

Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 _ 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



Call 01446 ^ 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
43,000 
homes fror 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 



3Qg)[lLl®[l3ti©Cr^ 


Glamorgan 
Upholsterers 

All aspects of 
upholstery undertaken 

25 years experience 
Leather repair specialist 

07850 689187 

glamorgan-upholsterers@hotmail.com 


^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) ^ 




FIREWOOD ^ 

HARDWOOD LOGS 

07816 377663 ^ 0 ^ 

SUTTONS 
Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 

FIREWOOD 

A KiiIm Oim: 

C&; 01446 771567 
far bulk %witcf deals 

Jopmtm Uri! 4i, 

Vi. ♦•.*•* 

^i^(op4Mkcook M3pst3lC 

Local Weekly 
Newspapers 

With You All The Way 

E localweeHies ©localweeklies 

www.looalweelclynew3paper3.oo.ulc 




SBS SALVAGE LTD 

" Barry’s newest car 

^ dismantling facility 

registered with the 

^ environment agency, DVLA 

» ‘ & Vale of Glamorgan Council 

s__ J Free of Charge: 

Immediate payment of up to £10,000 • Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. * Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper / _ead, * All grades of metal taken 

Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable • Household appliances 
and catalytic converters • Car batteries 


, CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 54952 


Local 

Weekly 

Newspapers 


with You 
AIITheWay t 



D localweeklies ^ @localweeklies 

www.localweeklynew3paper3.co.uk 






ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The 
Glamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
land line telephone 
number. You may alter 
your advert as items are 
sold. Sorry no refunds 
are given. 


Men’s real sheepskin 
3/4 iength coat. Honey 
colour, (size 44), Good 
condition. £30 ono 
Ladies reai honey 
sheepskin coat 
Full length, (size 14). 
£30 ono 
01656 785092 
(After 6pm). 


JVC NX-F3 
Hi-Fi System 

FM/AM tuner, 50w 
left/right speakers, 150w 
subwoofer. Little used. 

£120 

01446 679171 


Two 3 seater 
Chesterfieid 
Sofas 

One Black, 

One Brown 

£325 each ono 

01446 622210 


4ft 6ins nearly 
new mattress 
£40 

Bed headboard 
pine £25 

01446 773217 


SLIMLINE 

STAIRLIFT 

VGC for standard 
straight stairs. Comes 
fitted and guaranteed by 
trained engineer. £750 

Tel 01446 711739 


Lightweight Strider 
STi Mobility Scooter 

Only used for 1 week. 

Suitable for 
car boot/holiday travel. 

£450 ono 

Revitive Circulation 
Booster 

Used twice. 

£100 ono 

07901 896001 


Excellent 
Quality Cream 
Leather Corner 
Sofa 

£150 ono 
01446 737297 
07875 011520 


Mobility Scooter 

by Kymco Midi ‘L for U’ 
model. Very little used, 
perfect condition. 
Inspect Cowbridge area. 
Delivery free 15 miles. 
Offers around. 

£450 

01446 772293 „ 


Chest 

Freezer 

32” High, 

33’ Length, 

22” Width. 

£50 

01446 700680 


"©cf ©a[|©> 


07 Renault Clio 
i-music 1.2 petrol 

One owner (plus garage 
registration). A/c, new catalytic 
convertor, new cam belt, 
water pump & pulleys, 58,000 
miles, 3 months tax/MoT. 

Service history. 

£3,400 

01446 751510 , 


Mercedes Benz 
C220 CDi Sport 

Automatic, diesel, 209 
Grey FSH, Tax & MoT 
April 2014, 52,000 miles, 
excellent condition with 
extras. Parking sensors, 
full Artico leather & multi 
cd charger. 
£11,950 
07523 832623 


Renault Clio 

(51 plate) 

Red, 1.2, 3-dr, 2 family 
owners, MoT Oct 2014, 
Tax May 2014, 
some service history, 
private sale. 
£850 

02920 512042 


07 Vauxhall 
Corsa1.2SXi 

Metallic paint, all 
electric spec, service 
history, brand new MoT. 

£2,950 ono 
01446 421961 
07730 532862 


Ford Puma 

Registered 2001, 
MoT until September 
2014, Service history. 

£550 ono 
01446 790393 
07947 395719 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 




Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

£20 + VAT 

01446 774484 
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Cowbridge & Vale Medical Practice wish to employ an 

Administration Assistant/ 
Receptionist 

(due to retirement) to join our friendly family practice in 
the heart of Cowbridge market town with 6400 patients 
and currently 5 partners. C15 hours per week available 
spread over 3 days to be agreed. 

To apply please send CV along with handwritten letter to: 
Lindsey Richards, Cowbridge & Vaie Medicai 
Practice, The Broad Shoard, Cowbridge, 

Vaie of Giamorgan, CF71 7DA. 

Closing Date 14th March 2014. 

Interviews will be conducted on 20th March 2014. 


<d lfei 30 yj 



P' ALLISTON 

John 

Peacefully on February 24, John, loving husband of the 
late Helen, much loved father of Jill, father-in-law to 
Martin, will be sadly missed by all. 

Funeral service at Coy church Crematorium on Friday March 7, 
at 2.45pm. Donations in heu of flowers may be sent to the 
Cat Protection League. 


TURRELL 

Freda 

The family would like to thank all who attended 
the funeral service and have offered messages of 
sympathy and support. To Canon David Brunning 
for his comforting service. Special thanks to all 
at Milsom House for the wonderful care and 
attention given to Freda during her stay as well 
as the support given to her daughter Sandra. 
Thanks also go to W A Brown & Son. 


BARNETT 

Douglas (Doug) 

Peacefully on February 26 after a short 
illness, Doug, aged 88 years of Llantwit 
Major, formerly of Maesteg (ex-Aberthaw 
Power Station). 

Beloved husband of the late Betty, dearly beloved 
father of Ian, loving uncle, great uncle and great 
grand uncle. Resting at WA Brown & Son, Pembroke 
House, Llantwit Major, until the service at St Illtud’s 
Church, Llantwit Major on Friday March 14 at 
10.45pm, afterwards to Coy church Crematorium. 
Family flowers only please, if wished donations may 
be sent for either Marie Curie Cancer Care or 
Macmillan Cancer Care c/o the funeral director 
(cheques only). 


SCOTT 

Vera Constance Lily 

Peacefully at the St Baruc’s Ward at Barry 
Hospital on February 27, Vera of Kia Ora, 
Cold Knap Way, Barry. 

Dearly beloved wife of the late Commander 
SR Scott, loving mum of John and Wendy, 
respected mother-in-law of Cathy and Geoff, 
much loved Grandie of Kate and Scott. 
Resting at AG Adams & Son, Tynewydd 
Funeral Home, Gladstone Road, Barry, until her 
funeral service and committal at the Cardiff and 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry on Monday, March 
10 at 3.00pm. Family flowers only, but donations in 
lieu of flowers may be donated to the St Baruc’s 
Ward at Barry Hospital after the service. 


TROTT 

Heather 

12 years on 
March 6,2014. 

On Bossington 
mountain by the sea. 
Always in my heart. 
We all miss you so 
very much. 
John & Family 
xo: 


[L®sQ a' 


FOUND 

in Town Mill Rd, Cowbridge 
on 27th February. 

LADIES 
GOLD RING 

with Oval Stone 

Call 01446 773140 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 




Happy 1st Birthday 

ELLA MAY 
SHEPHERAD 

‘Boo Boo’ 

8 March, 2014 
We never started 
living until * 
we had you. 

Love always, Mummy | 
& Daddy, Grammy, Bam f 
Bam & Uncle Dave xxx 



VTia ^ ^ vtt 3 ^ VTia 


Happy IStI) Birthday 


KeiraH 
O'Oallaghaii 

6 March 2014 

Love from 
Mum, Dad, Caitlin 
and the rest of your 
family and friends 
xxx 



N/^mfD/mym 

ijiilidaY 


^ 6 iiama 

With love from 
all your family 
and friends 



Gaynor Evans 

^ Happy 66th Birthday/ 
^ to a great sister ^ 

Lots of love from 
Sylvia, Gerald & Family 
xxx 


' fjc Happy ± 

21st Birthday 

March 9th 2014 


ABBY " 
PRICED 

Love you millions 
Mum, Dad, Lewis, , 
Connor and ^ [ 

all your family xxx 



Gaynor Evans 

Happy 66th Birthday 
to our wonderful 
0 daughter ^ 

With all our love, 
Mum & Dad xxx 


♦ 30 ^ 30 ^ 30 * 30 * 30 ^ 30 ^ 30 * 30 * 

♦ 
♦ 
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^Laur< 

i Riley; 

W" 

\d 

-- ★ 

HAPPY 30th 
BIRTHDAY 

8th March! 

\ Lots of love, 

1 always, ^ 
your bestie xxx 





CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family 

Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & 
Selling 

• Trade 

• Property 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation 

• Births etc 

Use 

Tlio CJKItl 

to reach all the 
people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 
774484 

for friendly, 
helpful advice. 


W A. Brown Son 






tindlenews.co.uk 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 


Goods 

Vehicle 

Operator’s 

Licence 

Balmoral Tanks Ltd 
of Balmoral Park, 
Loirston, Aberdeen 
AB12 3GY is 

applying for a licence 
to use Balmoral 
Tanks Ltd, Unit A, 
Llantrisant Business 
Park, Llantrisant, 
Pontyclun CF72 8LF 
as an operating centre 
for 1 goods vehicle 
and 0 trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of 
land (including 
buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, should 
make written 
representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 
Representors must at the 
same time send a copy of 
their representations to 
the applicant at the 
address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations 
is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s 
office. 



ESCORTED HOLIDAYS 

M Newmarket 

Holidays 


Andre Rieu 8l The 
Johann Strauss 
Orchestra 

10th Anniversary Concert on the 
Vrijthof Square, Maastricht 
Flying direct from Cardiff 
Departs 11 & 18 July 2014 

Andre Rieu & The Johann Strauss 
Orchestra in his hometown Maastricht, 
flying from a local UK airport! 

Price includes 

• Return flights from Cardiff • Return 
airport - hotel transfers •Two nights’ 
at a four-star standard Eindhoven area 
hotel • Continental breakfasts • Andre 
Rieu ticket (upgrades available for a 
supplement) • Maastricht visit • Tour 
manager services 

www.newmarket.travel/glg17954 
(^) 0843 391 1166 quoting code GLG 

Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL 
protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single rW\ 

supplements apply. Calls cost 5p per minute. 


Llantwit 
Major are 
edged out 
by Llanelli 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 1 
LLANELLI TOWN 2 


SHORN of several 
players due to 
injury and suspen¬ 
sion, the visitors 
produced another 
spirited perform¬ 
ance on a poor play¬ 
ing surface to gain 
maximum points, 
having to come 
from behind in 
doing so. 

Forced to play assis¬ 
tant manager Gary Lloyd 
from the start, the Reds 
were further hampered 
when central defender 
Steve Berry was forced 
to leave the field after 
just 19 minutes, leading 
to a reshuffle with striker 
Jamie Evans slotting into 
the back four, while Scott 
Davies, normally a goal¬ 
keeper, found himself up 
front. 

Before this disruption, 
the home side had keeper 
Jack Landsdown to thank 
for denying the Reds on a 
number of occasions, 
with a Lloyd free kick 
being smothered by him 
low at his near post, 
while he pulled of a fine 
save to thwart Jamie 
Evans when he burst past 
two defenders before 
unleashing a shot on tar¬ 
get. 

Ross Jones then set up 
a shooting chance for 
Liam Samuel, but again 
Landsdown was equal to 
the task, brilliantly turn¬ 
ing over the goal bound 
attempt. 

Having survived these 
opening sorties, the home 
side countered through a 
long kick out by the 
keeper which was pur¬ 
sued by Paul McCarthy, 
and when Wyn Walters 
was forced out of his goal 
in an attempt to close him 
down, McCarthy headed 
the ball over him before a 
last ditch clearance by 
Berry off the line pre¬ 
vented a certain score. 

This proved to be the 
last act for the defender 
whose efforts aggravated 
an injury he was carry¬ 
ing, necessitating him 
being replaced by Davies 
and the wholesale shake- 
up of the visitors’ forma¬ 
tion. 

Their opponents took 
advantage of this disrup¬ 
tion and were in the lead 
after 27 minutes through 
McCarthy, who seized on 
a fortunate deflection off 
Christian Bonnell from a 
pass by Lee Jones, and 
again Walters had to 
come off his line in an 
attempt to snuff out the 
danger, but this time the 


home player sidestepped 
him before slotting into 
the vacant net. 

The lead was short¬ 
lived, as within four min¬ 
utes the scores were lev¬ 
elled and this time 
Landsdown, who had 
earlier been the hero for 
his side, turned into vil¬ 
lain when he failed to 
grasp cleanly a Lloyd 
corner swung into the 
goalmouth, allowing 
Bonnell to stab it home 
from point blank range. 

There were appeals for 
a Reds penalty when 
Declan John went down 
in the box, but referee 
Duncan Lewis was 
unmoved, while Walters 
had to be alert at the 
other end by conceding a 
corner at the feet of Alex 
Allen when he was put 
through on goal. 

Landsdown failed to 
deal effectively with 
another Lloyd set piece, 
but when it fell to 
Davies, he failed to get 
off his shot. 

Eight minutes after the 
restart, the visitors were 
awarded a penalty when 
Samuel played in Jak 
Shannon who was clearly 
felled in the box, and 
John stepped up to fire 
the kick into the bottom 
corner. 

Bonnell was halted 
illegally on the edge of 
the area by David Bevan, 
which earned him a cau¬ 
tion, but Lloyd drove the 
resulting free kick well 
wide. 

Walters did well to 
grasp safely low down a 
well-struck attempt by 
David Lewis, before 
Samuel saw his bullet¬ 
like effort pushed over by 
the home keeper at his 
near post. 

A Lloyd corner 
flashed low across the 
face of goal and Bonnell 
was fractionally away 
from making contact, 
before in stoppage time 
the hosts were reduced to 
10 men when Bevan was 
dismissed for a second 
yellow card. 

Llantwit Major: 
Landsdown (captain); 
Faux; Constant (Vincent, 
85); Rees (Landsdown, 
67); Robinson; Bevan; 
Jennings; Jones; 

Adamsdown (Sutch, 86); 
McCarthy; Allen. 

Llanelli Town: 

Walters; Bonnell; 

Lavender; Lloyd; I 
Evans; Berry (Davies, 
19); Samuel; Shannon; J 
Evans; R Jones; John 
(captain). Subs not used; 
Smolka; L Jones. 


DJ 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICIALS! 

The GEM welcomes your 
reports, news and other items 
of interest - email us at: 
gemeditorial@ tindlenews .co .uk 
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CONVERSION MISS 
PROVES COSTLY FOR 
BARRY SECONDS 


BARRY Second XV trav¬ 
elled to Llandaff in early 
spring sunshine as they aim 
to make it six wins out of 
six. 

Coach Rhidian Scott and man¬ 
ager Ken Chow were forced to 
draft in Barrians Lucas Davies and 
Chris Prosser after late with¬ 
drawals, while there were also 
recalls for Tomos Perry and 
Ashley Adams. 

Facing a side vastly different to 
the one they played just two weeks 
ago, Barry started the game 
aggressively and reaped early 
rewards. The Llandaff defence 
was finding it hard to handle the 
strength and power of the Perry- 
Dix centre partnership, with the 
forwards also putting in a good 
shift. This resulted in a penalty 
opportunity for Adam Lee, which 
was unfortunately wasted. 

Using that as incentive, the vis¬ 
itors pushed on and were reward¬ 
ed soon after. A superb break on 
the right by Brad White, which 
would be a feature in the entire 
game, saw quick offloads to Perry 
and then Kyle Case, who raced 
through unopposed to score. 

Lee somehow managed to 
strike an upright in front of the 
posts - his error would prove cost¬ 
ly in the end. 

This wasn’t, however, to be the 
signal of the floodgates opening. 
Llandaff responded by some 
strong, direct running of their 
own, led by their influential centre 
Czekaj, and it led to a converted 
try to put the hosts into the lead. 

The management voiced their 
displeasure at the lack of defen¬ 


sive discipline, and Barry 
responded by going on the attack. 
Once again isolating White with 
his opposing winger, his offload 
found Rhidian Mepham who in 
turn found Lee, and the fullback 
atoned for his early howler by 
scoring a try, which he converted 
himself. 

With the scrum once again a 
potent weapon for the visitors, as 
the front row of Thomas, Hosking 
and Pirso destroying their oppo¬ 
site numbers, Barry extended their 
lead again, this time from Adams, 
who isolated the same winger with 
a chip and chase. Adams will col¬ 
lect his own kick to touch down by 
the posts. Lee made no mistake 
with his conversion. 

Llandaff narrowed the deficit 
on the stroke of half time with a 
well-struck penalty after Barry 
indiscipline, but the visitors were 
still very much in the driving seat 
at the interval. 

The introduction of Chris 
Prosser into the proceedings had 
an instant impact in the tight, but 
the superior fitness of the hosts, 
accompanied by some poor deci¬ 
sion making by the green-and- 
whites, saw Llandaff score again 
to narrow the deficit to two points. 

Barry poured forward and 
seemingly had the hosts on the 
ropes as they looked to increase 
their advantage, but some poor 
decision making in the last third, 
culminating in a knock-on, gifted 
possession back to Llandaff. 

The hosts spread the ball out 
wide and sprinted the length of the 
pitch to score in the comer, and 
while the conversion was missed 
they now had a five point lead. 


Scott threw on Lucas Davies 
and Joel Williams in an attempt to 
reverse the momentum. The 
replacement scmm-half had an 
instant impact, disrupting the 
Llandaff scrum and created sever¬ 
al turnovers. 

Eventually, with a penalty deep 
in the hosts’ 22, the ball was 
spread out wide to Hamonda who 
beat his opposite number to touch 
down in the corner. Lee was 
unsuccessful with his conversion 
attempt, leaving the scores level at 
24-24. 

The visitors now had the 
momentum and came forward 
looking for the winning score. 
With Lee bearing down on the 
Llandaff line he decided to kick 
instead of keeping the ball in 
hand, and the result was a five 
metre scmm instead of a potential 
try. 

Still, Barry had been dominant 
in the set piece all game and 
looked odds on to score, but the 
resultant scmm was butchered and 
the chance was gone. 

The final score of 24-24 reflect¬ 
ed the dynamic nature of the 
game, although on reflection 
Barry will feel that they had 
enough chances to win the game. 

Barry 2nd XV return to action 
this weekend at home to 
Llanishen. 

Team: Lee; Hamonda, Perry, 
Dix, White; Adams, Mepham; 
Thomas, Hosking, Pirso; 
Elsworth, Case; Goodfellow, 
Jones, Rolfe (c). Replacements: 
Davies, Prosser, Williams, Evans. 
Man-of-the-match: Perry. 

KC 



CAR SERVICING 

£49.95 

M A Main dealer servicing, 

dealer prices. 
Originai specification 

Top grade oiis used. 

Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 

f vi, LOWER GUTHRIE HOLTON ROAD, 

' 53) STREET, BARRY CF63 4PS T BARRY CF63 4HU 
01446 737447 01446 745888 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Saturday 8.30am -1.00pm 


BARRY TYRE CENTRE 

A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years. 

Always a 
>od deal at 
res 


Double success for 
hockey club Firsts 


PENARTH Hockey 
Club First XI went 
a long way to 
strengthening their 
position in the De 
Cymru & The 
Marches 1 division 
of the Davis Wood 
Hockey League with 
back-to-back victo¬ 
ries over tough 
opposition in recent 
weeks. 

It has not been very 
often in recent weeks that 
Penarth can attest to hav¬ 
ing deserved a win and 
actually got one but 
against high-flying 
Lansdown, the Vale side 
finally managed it. 

Beginning with a 
strong line-up, Penarth 
took the early ball and 
kept it. If there was a 
Paul Scholes prize for 
possession, captain Mark 
Thomas would win it, 
and it was through the 
skipper that Chris Baker 
was allowed to run on 
and smash Penarth into 
the lead. 

Unfortunately, Mr 
Scholes also has a darker 
side and, with that in 
mind, Tom Harran did 
his best to emulate it, 
ploughing through a 
Lansdown striker with all 
the grace of a new-born 
giraffe. 

The subsequent penal¬ 
ty flick was tucked away 
by a grateful Lansdown 
side, albeit somewhat 
fortunately as Penarth 
‘keeper Mark Harris got 
a stick to the ball before 
it crossed the line. 

A melee of action fol¬ 
lowed the equaliser, with 
Lansdown only kept at 
bay by the fine heroics of 
defensive playmaker 
Joseph Wells, before the 
game calmed with the 
coming of halftime, 
allowing both teams to 
regroup before the start 
of the second period. 

The break appeared to 
suit Penarth best, as a 
quick solo goal from 
Baker immediately 
stunned the opposition 
into submission and an 
equaliser seemed unlike¬ 
ly until Thomas was sin- 
binned for what appeared 
a minor transgression. 

To make matters 
worse for the Bears, he 
was swiftly joined by 
defensive general Wells, 
whose protestations also 
landed him on the wrong 
side of the umpire. 

Lansdown took full 
advantage of Penarth’s 
misdemeanours to pull 
level once again. 
However, once the teams 
were restored to parity in 
terms of the number of 
players on the pitch, 
Penarth again looked the 
better side, and Sam 
Wooding snuck in at the 
back post and seal the 
win for the Vale side. 

Absurd as it might 
sound, the 3-2 result felt 
more like 10-0 at the 
final whistle and, with 
five tough games remain¬ 
ing, the win might prove 
to be the saviour of 
Penarth in a closely-con¬ 
tested division. 

Buoyed by the victory 
over Lansdown, it was 
important that Penarth 
built on the success 
with another good 


result against a Cardiff 
Medics side that had 
manhandled the Bears 
in a very convincing 
manner earlier in the 
season. 

Once again, the Vale 
side started well and con¬ 
trolled the early posses¬ 
sion, with the back four 
of Harran, James Davies, 
Sam Docherty and Dave 
Stevens transferring the 
ball and giving the mid- 
field trio of skipper 
Thomas, Gareth Herman 
and Phil Lane the chance 
to buy space for the for¬ 
wards. 

The front line - com¬ 
prising Wooding, Baker, 
Matt Birch and Dave 
Kidby - constantly 
caused problems for the 
Medics’ defence, and it 
was only a matter of time 
before Kidby smashed 
the visitors into the lead. 

As the first half moved 
on, Penarth controlled 
both field position and 
possession but, as half¬ 
time approached, the 
Medics sprang a counter¬ 
attack, eventually earn¬ 
ing a penalty comer that 
was converted at the sec¬ 
ond attempt after a fine 
save from Penarth keeper 
Harris wasn’t subse¬ 
quently cleared by the 
defence. 

With the teams turning 
around level on a goal 
apiece, Penarth knew that 
they would have to raise 
the stakes to get the vic¬ 
tory that their first half 
performance had 

deserved. 

Once again, the visi¬ 
tors’ passing was crisp 
and precise and, having 
put the Medics’ defence 
under a lot of pressure, 
was rewarded when Lane 
found space at the top of 
the ‘D’ to crash the ball 
passed a very static 
‘keeper. 

Kidby got his second 
goal of the afternoon 
shortly afterwards, fol¬ 
lowing up after a Penarth 
penalty comer was saved 
by the student keeper. At 
this point, the game 
became very stretched, 
which played into 
Penarth’s hands as they 
found a lot more space in 
the final third of the 


pitch. 

A fourth goal came 
quickly, after a superb 
run from the sideline 
from Herman supplied 
Birch, who proceeded to 
play the pass of the sea¬ 
son - through his legs - to 
the top of the ‘D’, where 
Lane stood and slotted in 
past the hapless keeper. 

The veteran then com¬ 
pleted his hat-trick with 
another superb strike as 
Penarth pulled off a sur¬ 
prisingly easy win over 
what had been expected 
to be tougher opposition 
to cement themselves in 
fourth position in their 
division. 

While the 1st XI were 
embarking on their 
winning run, however, 
the seconds were find¬ 
ing life tougher in De 
Cymru 2, although nei¬ 
ther result proved to be 
a fair reflection of their 
performance. 

A 5-1 defeat at 
Abergavenny could be 
largely attributed to a 
blinding display from the 
home goalkeeper, who 
stopped almost every¬ 
thing - bar a late Tom 
Parkinson nudge - that 
Penarth threw at him, 
while the scoreline only 
became unflattering to 
the visitors in the final 
period as fitness and a 
loss of shape at the back 
allowed the home side to 
build on their lead. 

A tough mn of fix¬ 
tures, which saw Penarth 
have to face the sides in 
fourth, third and second 
place in successive 
games, culminated with 
the visit of league leaders 
Cardiff Medics ‘A’ to 
Barry on a rare sunny 
afternoon in the Vale. 
Despite missing a couple 
of key players, Penarth 
started resolutely, deter¬ 
mined not to allow their 
young opposition an easy 
victory. 

With returning skipper 
Nick Pratt and Paul 
Thomas alternately 
anchoring the midfield 
and the hard-running 
Arthur Jones and Dave 
Thomas providing good 
ball for the forwards, 
Penarth created as many 
early chances as the stu¬ 


dent side, but pressure 
from the visitors eventu¬ 
ally told, and they went 
into the interval with the 
slimmest of advantages. 

Penarth’s back four of 
Ian Smith, Zbig 
Sobierserski, Craig 
Llewellyn and Paul 
Roberts remained 

dogged throughout, har¬ 
rying the numerically 
superior Medics for¬ 
wards into mistakes and 
frequently dispossessing 
them at the last moment 
when a break did make it 
as far as the ‘D’, but their 
rearguard action - and 
the sterling efforts of 
keeper Calum Grant - 
could not hold out forev¬ 
er and a penalty corner 
routine eventually dou¬ 
bled the deficit. 

Despite falling two 
goals behind, Penarth 
continued to look for a 
way back into the game, 
with youngster Rory 
Vizard providing an 
additional outlet up front 
in tandem with compara¬ 
tive veterans Graeme 
Jones and Dave Watkins. 
The consolation goal 
refused to come, howev¬ 
er, and the students even¬ 
tually put the game 
beyond doubt with a 
screamer that threatened 
to take a few defensive 
heads with it on the way 
into the net. 

The defeat, combined 
with a few unusual 
results elsewhere, sees 
Penarth drop into sixth 
spot overall, but with 
three fixtures against 
lower-placed opposition 
to close out the cam¬ 
paign, a return to the top 
half of the table is not 
beyond the realms of 
possibility. 

While the 1st XI enter¬ 
tain Cardiff University 
‘A in Barry next, the sec¬ 
onds make the trip west 
to take on Swansea City 
‘C’ in a game where they 
have to be looking for 
maximum points. 

Eurther information 
can be obtained from 
club secretary Dave 
Stevens via: 

d_stevens81 @hotmail.co 


An excellent performance 
from Cowbridge under-15s 


THIS was yet another excellent 
team performance under the 
circumstances for Cowbridge 
under-15s against Barry, with 
discipline again excellent, and 
many forwards in the pack 
playing out of their specialist 
positions. 

The physical effort against a sub¬ 
stantially bigger pack and the fact they 
had little clean ball showed a massive 
commitment by all. 

Barry opened the scoring after 10 
mi nutes with an unconverted try but 
five minutes later Cowbridge appeared 
to have equalised when good swift 
passing through the back line resulted 
in wing Sean Davies making 20 yards 
and beating a number of tacklers to 
touchdown in the comer. 

Unfortunately, the linesman sig¬ 
nalled a foot in touch (although he was 
the only who thought so), so Barry led 
5-0 at halftime. 

Cowbridge continued to soak up the 
pressure from the Barry forwards but 
brave defence from Paddy Doyle, play¬ 
ing his first game for Cowbridge, 


Harry Hopkins and Tomos Evans- 
Williams kept the home side at bay. 

Astute kicking by outside half Cai 
Evans also provided some relief and 
centres Joe Nott and Dan Bunney now 
began to create panic in the Barry 
defence with some telling runs which 
almost led to tries. 

The only weapon that Barry 
appeared to have was a rolling maul, 
which their forwards used to great 
effect against a much lighter pack and 
which resulted in their second try just 
seconds from full time. The try was 
converted leaving the home side vic¬ 
tors by 12-0. 

Outstanding in the pack were 
Duncan Ace, with a number of crucial 
turnovers yet again, and Josh Evans 
and Will Cousins, who put in a number 
of cmnching tackles to prevent the 
opposition scoring. 

In the backs, scmm half Osian John 
varied his game to good effect with 
quick passing and accurate line kicks 
and was ably assisted by Harrison 
Stevens and Sam Palmer. 

ML 
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Scorpions chilled 
to the very core! 


CONDITIONS couldn’t have 
been worse for South Wales 
Scorpions’ opening match of 
the season as stormy conditions 
greeted Oldham at Old Parish 
for their first fixture at their 
new home of Maesteg RFC. 

The match didn’t even get finished. 
On 72 minutes referee Adam Gill 
called a halt to proceedings as many 
players were suffering from hypother¬ 
mia-like symptoms. 

It was a shame for the 458 strong 
crowd, many of whom were Maesteg 
locals, but the rain had been pouring 
down from kick-off and soon what was 
a shower turned into a full blown mon¬ 
soon making any attractive rugby 
impossible. 

Some great defensive efforts from 
the Scorpions kept Oldham out for the 
first 20 minute. The deadlock was 
finally broken when Dale Bloomfield 
went over in the comer and Sam Gee 
converted. 

The more experienced visitors had a 
lot of the ball in the first half but could¬ 
n’t do much with it. The ball got greas¬ 
ier and the pitch got muddier, and the 
Scorpions’ backline refused to relent 
again until the 36th minute with Chris 
Vitalini and Barrie Phillips especially 
excelling. 

At that time, the Roughyeds dou¬ 
bled their lead when Adam Files forced 
his way through with Gee again kick¬ 


ing the extras. 

You also can’t discredit Oldham’s 
forward pack as the home side didn’t 
break in that first half despite a valiant 
Scorpions effort. The nearest 
Scorpions got to scoring was when 
Connor Farrer tried to cMse his own 
grubber five metres from the line and 
forced Roughyeds to knock-on; and 
just as the scmm was forming, the half¬ 
time hooter sounded. 

It took just three minutes of the sec¬ 
ond half for the Scorpions to get on the 
board. After a fine passing move, Alex 
Jones scored in the corner but Paul 
Emanuelli failed to land the tricky con¬ 
version. 

However Emanuelli made up for 
that by kicking a 40-20 but again tough 
defence prevented the Scorpions from 
scoring from their rewarded set of six. 

It took Oldham 10 more minutes to 
work their way up to the Scorpions’ 
line and when they did, Stephen Nield 
touched down in the corner. Lewis 
Palfrey failed to convert but added a 
penalty on 63 minutes to give Oldham 
an 18-4 lead. 

Roughyeds knocked on from kick¬ 
off and from the scrum, the workaholic 
Farrer was again denied, being held up 
over the line. 

When both physios were called on 
to treat a number of players, the refer¬ 
ee ended things and the Rugby 
Football League will decide later this 
week whether the result will stand. 


Rhys ruled out of the 
Cheltenham Festival 


BRIDGEND'S 
Rhys Flint will miss 
the Cheltenham 
National Hunt 
Festival meeting 
after being hit with 
a seven-day ban 
after winning the 
£28,475 Totepool 
National Spirit 
Hurdle at Fontwell. 

Making all the run¬ 
ning on Kayf Moss, a 
winner of its previous 
two races at Leicester 
and Ffos Las, and trained 
by his father John Flint, 
the six-year-old bay 
gelding held on by a 
head to beat the fast fin¬ 
ishing Meister Eckhart at 
odds of 16-1. 

However, the stewards 
found Rhys guilty of 
overuse of the whip in a 
frantic finish and banned 
him from race riding 
between March 9 and 15. 
If that wasn't enough 
punishment, he was also 
fined £100. 

He will now miss the 
chance of riding Kayf 
Moss in the Coral Cup at 
Cheltenham. 

BRACE'S 93-1 
DOUBLE 

Pyle's David Brace 
OBE had a 93-1 double 
when his 

BringintheBranston 


(20-1) won the club 
members' race under 
Tom David and his 
Cock Of The Rock (7-2) 
ridden by Sean Bowen 
took the club members' 
novice riders' race at 
the recent Countryside 
Alliance Club (Wessex) 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases at 

Badbury Rings. 

Mr Brace, who won 
the national owners' 
championship last sea¬ 
son, is going great guns 
again this term. 

DOUBLE EOR 

OGMORE'S NICK 
Ogmore's Nick 

Williams took the rid¬ 
ing honours at the rain- 
soaked Curre & 
Llangibby Hunt Point - 
To-Point Steeplechases 
on Sunday when riding 
a double with Bobs 
Law (Members) and 
Colley Row (Maiden 2 
part 1). 

However, Bobs Law 
could be consided a 
lucky winner as Doc 
Wells, partnered by Tom 
Faulkner, ran out at the 
last obstacle when put¬ 
ting in a strong chal¬ 
lenge. 

Bobs Law was a first 
winner for trainer 
Michael Bowen, son of 
leading Welsh National 
Hunt trainer Peter 


Bowen. Williams' other 
success came in a divi¬ 
sion of the open maiden 
race when Chris 

Williams' Colley Row 
came home four lengths 
ahead of Soutine. 

Beth Roberts's 

Chesnut Annie had her 
seven rivals soon strug¬ 
gling when winning the 
ladies' open race by a 
distance from Putiacca 
Bella after Teenage 
Kicks came down at the 
last fence. 

Chesnut Annie, who 
was winning for the 37th 
time, was partnered by 
Brodie Hampson, who 
the day before had fin¬ 
ished third in a flat race 
in France! 

The men's open race 
went to the Tommy 
Weston partnered Over 
The Phone who won by 
10 lengths from The 
Magherally Man; Rosies 
Peacock was a further 
four lengths away in 
third place. 

Anna Dalton, riding 
Mr C B Compton's Mr 
McGregor, took the 
restricted race by three 
parts of a length from 
Star Of Massini. Mr 
McGregor is trained by 
Anna's mother Heather a 
former leading rider. 

Llanharran's Evan 
David rode a good finish 
to take the confined on 
Mr David Morgan's 
Chosen Milan and 
Bridgend's Rachel 
Leyshon won a division 
of the maiden on Lee 
Power's Grianan Fidh. 
Cowbridge's James 
Tudor won another divi¬ 
sion on Credit For Life 
which is trained by 
Amber Griffiths. 

The second Curre & 
Llangibby fixture at 
Howick will take place 
on March 16 (first race 
12.30); entries close on 
March 9. 

BRIAN LEE 


Club’s fun triathlon 

BARRY Beavers Disabled Swimming 
Club will be holding its second mini fun 
triathlon on Sunday, July 6, starting from 
Barry Leisure Centre at 12.30pm, and is 
open to individual competitors and teams. 

The event consists of a 40-length swim, 10km 
bike ride and a 5km run. The entry fee is £10 for 
individuals and £15 for groups. 

The event will raise money for the swimming club 
to help towards the cost of pool hire and will fund 
buses to take the swimmers to galas across south 
Wales. The club is run by volunteers. 

Application forms for the triathlon can be 
obtained from Sarah Davies, telephone 01446 
421632 or email sarahdavies2110@gmail.com. 


YOUNGSTERS VISIT CITY 



DURING February half term, 
children and young people from 
Barry enjoyed a fantastic two day 
Soccer Camp and experienced life 
at Premier League club Cardiff 
City FC. 

The Soccer Camp funded by Barry 
Communities First was delivered by PGIO 
Coaching and Wales legend Neville 


Southall, with the focus to increase partici¬ 
pation in sport, promote health and an 
active lifestyle. 

The children who attended the coaching 
day were taken on a trip to Cardiff FC to 
have a tour of the Cardiff City stadium 

The day started with the children taking 
a stadium tour, going behind the scenes at 
the City Stadium visiting the dressing 
rooms, experiencing the fantastic stadium 


and learning about the great players and the 
memorable matches that have made Cardiff 
FC such a unique football club. All children 
that attended also had free tickets for the 
Wales V Iceland match. 

For more information on opportunities 
in the Vale please contact 07955270870 or 
email petegrifflO@hotmail.co.uk or visit 
www.pglOcoaching.co.uk or Twitter 
@petegriffithsl0. 


Sun shines on the opening 
round at Llandou) Kart Club! 


THE opening round 
of Llandow Kart 
Club’s 2014 season 
was blessed with a 
rare dry and sunny 
day amidst the win¬ 
ter storms and 
rewarded those that 
turned out with 
some close racing. 

In all, 56 drivers got 
their campaigns under¬ 
way, with some old faces 
in unfamiliar surround¬ 
ings, doing battle with 
club stalwarts deter¬ 
mined to show the whip- 
persnappers that they 
still had a trick or two up 
their sleeves. 

Although only three 
Bambinos were on track 

- with regulars Ella 
Stevens and Nathan 
Browning joined by 
newcomer Max Hall - 
there were a few changes 
for the youngest com¬ 
petitors to deal with, 
starting with a new for¬ 
mat and the challenge of 
running on the full 
Llandow circuit for the 
first time. 

The category’s timed 
‘events’ ran for eight 
minutes plus one lap, 
with some hasty recalcu¬ 
lation of target times 
required to determine 
which award each merit¬ 
ed. 

While Stevens was 
unlucky to suffer two 
DNFs in her four out¬ 
ings, she - like her rivals 

- did enough to merit a 
gold medal. Hall, mean¬ 
while, belied his ‘new 
boy’ status by posting the 
fastest lap of the day. 

Cadet numbers were a 
little down on their 2013 
highs - a result as much 


of graduations as any¬ 
thing - but that did not 
mean that the expected 
frontrunners had life 
easy. Despite that, the 
results will show that 
reigning champion Ethan 
Ling dominated the 
Honda side of the field, 
while Shay Keough 
(lAME) and Max Fenlon 
claimed three wins from 
four in their respective 
classes. 

Keough missed out on 
a clean sweep when 
Joshua Davis beat him to 
the line by 0.1 secs in the 
final, while Fenlon was 
denied a similar feat by 
Connor Kearney’s suc¬ 
cess during the heats. 

Harry King and Stuart 
Ferguson completed the 
Honda podium, with 
Thomas Nippers 

(lAME), Kearney and 
Shayne Clarke (both 
Comer) doing likewise in 
the others classes. 

Junior Honda featured 
five runners, including 
novice Jack Bligh, but 
proved to be the domain 
of Celtic Challenge 
champion Kristian 
Prosser, who claimed 
victory in all three heats 
before cruising to an 11 
second win in the final. 

Behind him, the order 
was largely the same, 
with only Patrick Hill’s 
heat three DSQ denying 
him a quartet of second 
places. Bligh took a cred¬ 
itable third, with Alex 
Wilkins and Sofia 
Nardone next up. 

Like Prosser, Rob 
Ellis remained unbeaten 
in Junior Rotax, sweep¬ 
ing the field to make a 
strong start to his cham¬ 
pionship defence. Behind 


National success for 
Barrivale players! 

BARRIVALE pair, Mark Roderick and 
Noelle Bond, won the Welsh Bridge Union 
Mixed Pairs Championship, played at 
Llandrindod Wells during the weekend of 
February 23/24. 

Latest results from Barrivale Bridge Club, 
February 25: 1st Kay Dyer & Mark Roderick 
59.38%; =2nd Mike Close & Denis Mottram and 
Jane Brook & Noelle Bond 55.73%. Vivien Liles and 
Hilary Laurence won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale, if 
you would like to join us ring 01446 418380 or 
01446 733425 or call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 

MB 


him, David Spiller led 
the pursuit, eventually 
claiming runners-up spot 
in all four races. Tom 
Croydon completed the 
podium in the final, but 
not before MiniMax 
graduate Ceran Sokhi 
had taken his own turn in 
P3 during the heats. 

Lone MiniMax runner 
Riley Phillips, mean¬ 
while, made a strong 
impression throughout 
the day. 

Junior TKM numbers 
rose to seven, but it was 
the familiar name of 
reigning club champion 
Yousuf Ashraf at the 
head of the timesheets in 
all but one outing. Hugo 
Holmes interrupted the 
sweep, winning heat 
three, but could not find 
quite enough to repeat in 
what turned out to be an 
epic final, eventually 
crossing the line 0.1 secs 
shy of Ashraf. 

Sam Johns completed 
the first podium of 2014, 
but had had to share third 
places with Alex Rees 
and reigning Cadet 
Comer champion Tom 
Rawlings in the heats. 

Senior Honda made a 
positive start to the new 
season with seven run¬ 
ners on track, but there 
was a new name to the 
fore, with former Junior 
Honda powerhouse Ben 
Stevens making an 
impressive debut by 
sweeping all four races. 

The interloper - who 
earned his second con¬ 


secutive ‘Driver of the 
Day’ award - did not 
have it easy in the final, 
getting involved in a first 
turn accident that called 
for a restart, but had 
enough in hand to deny 
fellow junior graduate 
Cristiano Nardone and 
veteran Paul Saunders in 
the main event. 

Monty Gorringe had 
looked set for a possible 
podium prior to a late 
technical black flag, 
allowing Jack Hixon into 
fourth spot. 

With numbers a little 
down in Senior Rotax, 
and some regulars 
AWOL, the door was 
open for new faces to 
make an early mark at 
the sharp end. 

Gareth Taylor and 
Sebastian Hutchinson 
were not about to waste 
the opportunity and, after 
Taylor had claimed the 
heats battle by two wins 
to one, the pair waged 
battle in the final, before 
Hutchinson eventually 
came out on top by just 
over a second. 

Scott Rose completed 
the podium in the main 
event, having shared the 
spot with Tom Stride and 
Dilip Singh in the quali¬ 
fying races. 

Round two of the 
2014 championship takes 
place at South Wales 
Karting Centre on 
Sunday, March 16. 

RESULTS: 

BAMBINO - Gold 
Award Nathan Browning 


(CRG), Ella Stevens 
(CK), Max Hall. 

CADET HONDA - 1. 
Ethan Ling (Project 
One), 2. Harry King 
(Project One), 3. Stuart 
Ferguson (Project One). 

CADET COMER - 1. 
Max Fenlon (RK Birel), 

2. Connor Kearney (Zip), 

3. Shayne Clarke (Zip). 
CADET lAME - 1. 

Joshua Davis (Zip), 2. 
Shay Keough (Zip), 3, 
Thomas Nippers (Zip). 

JUNIOR HONDA - 1. 
Kristian Prosser (7Kart), 

2. Patrick Hill (Wright), 

3. Jack Bligh (7Kart). 
JUNIOR TKM - 1. 

Yousuf Ashraf (Jade), 2. 
Hugo Holmes 

(Tonykart), 3. Sam Johns 
(Jade). 

JUNIOR ROTAX - 1. 
Rob Ellis (Kosmic), 2. 
David Spiller (Alonso), 
3. Tom Croydon 
(Gillard). 

MINIMAX - 1. Riley 
Phillips (Kosmic). 

SENIOR HONDA - 1. 
Ben Stevens (7Kart), 2. 
Cristiano Nardone 
(7Kart), 3. Paul Saunders 
(7Kart). 

SENIOR ROTAX - 1. 
Sebastian Hutchinson 
(Tonykart), 2. Gareth 
Taylor (Tonykart), 3. 
Scott Rose (CRG). 

BEST NOVICE - Jack 
Bligh (Junior Honda). 
DRIVER OF THE DAY 
-Ben Stevens (Senior 
Honda). 

CL 


Age Cymru and Tenovus 
are named the official 
charities at golf Open 


AGE Cymru and Tenovus 
have been announced as the 
official charities of The 2014 
Senior Open Championship 
presented by Rolex, which will 
be played at Royal Porthcawl 
Golf Club in Wales for the first 
time from July 24-27. 

As part of an unprecedented initia¬ 
tive for The Senior Open 
Championship, the two charities will 
each benefit from income generated 
via ticket sales, as well as having the 
opportunity to raise further funds and 
awareness through their association 
with the Championship. 

A spokesperson said that each char¬ 


ity’s name acts as a bespoke promo¬ 
tional code which can be used by spec¬ 
tators when purchasing tickets via 
www.senioropengolf.com or the 
Championship ticket sales hotline 
0800 023 2557. 

Eor each ticket sold in advance of 
the Championship week using the spe¬ 
cial promotional code, a £5 donation 
will be made to the chosen charity, 
giving their supporter network and 
general spectators the chance to sup¬ 
port these two Welsh causes, as well as 
watch some of golf’s most iconic 
names such as Bernhard Langer, Colin 
Montgomerie, Tom Watson and 
Welshman Ian Woosnam in action at 
Royal Porthcawl. 
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Honda’s CR-V is fighting to stay on top 


UN and power. Two words that, for 
me, best describe the latest Honda 
CR-V. 

Fun because this all-wheel-drive vehicle can 
tackle most terrains, while the 150bhp 2.2 litre 
diesel unit has enough oomph to travel from 0 to 
60mph in a little over 10 seconds. 

I’m testing the top-of-the-range £33,000 plus 
2.2-litre four wheel drive version. 

As I look down the side panels. I’m instantly 
struck by how this fourth generation model reminds 
me of the BMW X5. It looks grander, more strik¬ 
ing and capable than its predecessors. I like the 
polished metal finish. 

In fact, this sports utility vehicle (SUV) is fitted 
with a number of luxury features, including the 
power tailgate that makes light work of closing the 
boot, extremely easy to fold rear seats and a 
panoramic glass roof, all of which you can see in 
the video at testdrives.biz. 

My test takes in Dorset, Hampshire and Oxford. 
A selection of artists have opened their studios and 
so it is an ideal opportunity to go and visit them. 


by Tim Saunders 


Interestingly, the route is pretty much a straight 
run from Oxford down to Dorset and we are able to 
take in an average of three studios a day, racking up 
just over 500 miles and returning at best 39.7mpg 
at a constant 56mph. 

As temperatures drop to minus figures in the 
winter months, it is reassuring to be driving a vehi¬ 
cle that is fitted with permanent four wheel drive, 
especially when visiting the remote parts of the 
country that our trip takes us to. 

In fact, on a number of occasions we find our¬ 
selves parking in farmers’ fields to visit the studios 
and the CR-V makes extremely light work of such 
requests. 

Hill descent is a useful feature too, enhancing its 
capabilities when tackling such scenarios. 

The black leather interior is comfortable and the 
power front seats are easy to operate, although the 
driver’s seat does seem to remember a different 
position on locking the vehicle. 



The Honda CR-V in action. 


This is no doubt down to me not setting my 
desired position on the memory function. 
Similarly, my wife and I find the radio frustrating 
because it refuses to play our favourite station, 
bypassing it at every request. 

The automatic gearbox is smooth. The centre 


armrests front and back, together with the blacked 
out rear windows, add to the hint of luxury. 

Parkers, the car experts, say: “The British-built 
Honda CR-V is now in its fourth generation. The 
five-seat SUV has been in production since 1995 
and has proven incredibly popular for the Japanese 
manufacturer. 

“Indeed, five million CR-Vs have gone to happy 
homes around the world. Its blend of practicality, 
reliability and efficiency has stood it in good stead, 
but competition from the likes of Mazda’s CX-5, 
Nissan’s X-Trail and even BMW’s X3 means 
Honda really has to be on its toes to retain its share 
of the market.” 

Honda CR-V 2.2 iDTEV EX 4WD Auto 2012 
onwards. 

Facts at a glance: 

New price range: £21,735 - £35,465; 

0-60mph: 10.6secs; 

Top speed: llSmph; 

Economy: 39mpg; 

Power: 150bhp; 

Watch the video at www.testdrives.biz. 



Ill-tempered 
Bowl encounter 
sees defeat for 
Cowbridge RFC 


ON Saturday, after two post¬ 
ponements, emails to the 
WRU about the situation and 
some acrimony from the oppo¬ 
sition about the delay, the 
much-anticipated combined 
Swalec Bowl fifth round tie 
and league game against 
Nantymoel kicked off. 

Unfortunately it ‘kicked off’ on the 
pitch too and in no time there were 
two players from each side on the 
touchlines! 

But this did serve to cool things 
down and an absorbing game devel¬ 
oped. Cowbridge made the early run¬ 
ning and flowing moves up the right 
wing and then back to the left brought 
a penalty chance for outside half Alex 
Jones that hit the post. 

Good work at the breakdown by 
flanker Rhod Walker kept Cowbridge 
on the attack and 14 minutes in a t^e 
in the lineout by No 8 Dan Jay saw 
scrum half Tom James spin the ball 
out; full back Richie Hobson entered 
the line at pace and made 25 metres 
before passing to wing Jamie Picton- 
Tuberville, who passed it back inside 
to prop Jon Phillips to run in from 
eight metres for a superb try. 

Nantymoel had their moments and 
on 21 minutes their outside half put 
over a penalty. Five minutes later sec¬ 
ond row Steve Birchenough was 
forced off and Lewis Hopkins 
replaced him. 

Nantymoel took the lead on 35 
minutes when their full back broke the 
defence and went under the posts for a 
converted try. After a chase up field, 
Cowbridge had a penalty chance 
which went wide. 

Just before halftime an interchange 
of passes saw NantymoeTs scrum half 
cross the line to m^e it 5-15 at half¬ 
time. 

Connor Boys came on for hooker 
Luke Adams and mistakes were creep¬ 
ing into the home side’s play. As a 


result, Nantymoel put over another 
penalty 10 minutes in. 

Cowbridge brought on Carwyn 
Morgan in the backs and David 
Popham at prop but also lost another 
player to a yellow card. 

With 15 minutes left, Cowbridge 
went on waves of attack but dropped 
passes and a knock on saw great runs 
by AJ, Carwyn Morgan, centre Huw 
Lougher and Tom James come to 
nought. 

Finally great interplay between AJ 
and Morgan put Howson clear for a 
well deserved but unconverted try 
right at the end to make the final score 
10-18. 

A frustrating display but excellent 
rugby at times and an entertaining 
game - good luck to Nantymoel in the 
next round. 

Cowbridge hope to have a pool 
game this Saturday and their next 
league fixture is away to Glyncoch on 
March 22. 

The youth had another fine win 
away at Cardiff HSOB, winning 0- 
51. 

Scorers were George Francis, Sam 
Richards (who added two conver¬ 
sions), Dan Evans (2), Rhys Elms (3) 
and Hatim Shami (2), while David 
Howells put over a conversion. 

It was good to see Hatim getting on 
the scoresheet and three very good 
tries from Rhys. The younger players, 
Ashford Williams, Hywel Williams 
and Craig Boxall, all showed up well. 

Next for the youth is a top of the 
table clash at home to Taffs Well on 
March 29. 

Finally there was a very enjoyable 
evening at the club on February 19 
courtesy of Molson Coors. There was 
a tasty meal from Andy and a lively 
and interesting Q & A session with 
Jamie Roberts and Kingsley Jones, 
both of whom were in good form, fol¬ 
lowed by a hilarious mix of stories 
and jokes from Phil Steele. 

It was great fun, many thanks to 
Nick Jones for organising it. RV/RK 


Tim and Evan's wins 


BOTH Tim Vaughan 
and Evan Williams, 
who train in the Vale, 
saddled winners last 
week. 

On Wednesday, 
Williams’ 
Makethemostofnow land¬ 
ed the handicap chase at 
Bangor-on-Dee and 
Vaughan’s Be Bop Boro 
won the handicap hurdle 
at Wincanton. 

The former, a nine- 
year-old bay gelding. 


partnered by stable jock¬ 
ey Paul Moloney, won by 
two-and-a-half lengths 
from Incentivise at odds 
of 8-1 and the latter, a 
seven-year-old bay geld¬ 
ing, scored by four-and- 
a-half lengths from 
Dorry K at odds of 3-1 
against. 

Then on Thursday at 
Ludlow, Williams’ 
Firebird Flyer, ridden by 
Adam Wedge, won the 
handicap chase while 


over at Taunton, 
Vaughan’s Fayette 
County won the novices 
hurdle under Dougie 
Costello. 

The hunter chase at 
Taunton was won by 
Becky Furber’s Martys 
Mission who, at 12, was 
the oldest horse in the 
race. Martys Mission was 
ridden by Wales. David 
Prichard. 

BRIAN LEE 


COWBRIDGE JUNIOR RUGBY ROUND-UP 

Age groups get back in action in 
and take on old Vale rivals Barry 


COWBRIDGE under-13s got 
their season back underway fol¬ 
lowing an enforced 11-week ‘win¬ 
ter break’. 

Lewis Hawke set the early standard 
with a textbook tackle; lestyn Fenn turned 
the ball over for the backs to get their first 
taste of quick ball. loan Williams fed his 
backs and with simple hands the team 
closed in on the Barry line; only some 
last-ditch defence stopped an early try. 

The game’s first try came from some 
aggressive defence at a Barry lineout, just 
outside their 22. The Cowbridge back row 
pressurised the Barry half backs into a 
handling mistake. 

Dan O’Sullivan, playing inside centre, 
turned the ball over, and Evan Thomas put 
Harry Ridge clear. Ridge was brought 
down inches from the line, but Ben Jones 
was on hand to gather the ball at the 
breakdown to open the scoring. 

Jones scored his and the game’s second 
try from virtually the same circumstances, 
but this time it was aggressive defence at a 
Barry scrum. 

Jones tackled the Barry scrum half, the 
ball came free, and Jones fly hacked the 
ball deep into the Barry 22. 

The Barry full back failed to gather the 
bouncing ball for Jones to pounce on the 
ball to score. 

Cowbridge now seemed as if they had 
not had their winter break at all. The for¬ 
wards were turning the ball over, and the 
backs running straight and hard. 

The game’s third try came from a pow¬ 
erful run by Ruben Williams, who after 
making the hard yards, unselfishly gavee a 
simple pass to Jack Dixon. 

With the try line in touching distance, 
Dixon popped the ball to his full back 
I wan Price-Thomas for the game’s third 
try, which I Williams converted. 

The next try was the try of the game. 
Straight from kick off, Dan O’Sullivan 
gathered the ball and set off on a great 
solo run. After sidestepping a number of 
Barry defenders, O’Sullivan put Iwan 
Price-Thomas into space. 

Showing a good turn of pace Price- 
Thomas looked certain to score; however, 
a brilliant cover tackle by the Barry full 
back brought Price-Thomas down. Price- 
Thomas managed to offload the ball inside 
to the supporting Harry Ridge to score 
unopposed. I Williams converted to make 
it 24-0 

Barry did not let their heads drop and 
forced Cowbridge back deep inside their 
own 22. Cowbridge made some scrambled 
defence work for them and turned the ball 
over. 

With a couple of good passes. Ridge 
was clean through with only the covering 
defence to beat. Ridge kept calm, stood up 
the defence and made a simple but effec¬ 
tive pass to put Dixon in for his first try of 
the game; I Williams converted. 

All the backs seemed to want to get in 
on the act, and next to go on a great run 
was O’Sullivan. 

Holding the ball in two hands 


O’Sullivan had the Barry defence turning 
inside out and he broke through a couple 
of tackles. Just before being brought down 
he passed to Evan Thomas, who ran in for 
an unopposed try. 

The last try of the first half came 
straight from the resulting restart. R 
Williams broke through some tackles 
before making a fantastic offload back 
from behind his back. The supporting 
Dixon managed to hold onto the surprise 
pass to score under the posts. I Williams 
converted to make the halftime score 43-0. 

The second half continued in the same 
manner with the Barry team competing 
hard at the breakdown but the Cowbridge 
team were just too organised for them. 

The game’s final try came from a 
Cowbridge attacking five-metre scrum. R 
Williams picked the ball up at the base of 
the scrum and went on a blindside run. 

Williams dummied his pass to end the 
scoring and I Williams converted for a 
final score of 50-0. 

GJ 

After successive fixture cancellations 
this year due to waterlogged pitches, 
Cowbridge under-lls finally got a 
chance to stretch their legs as they 
fielded two teams at home against old 
Vale adversaries, Barry. 

The challenge of the competition was 
somewhat increased for players and fans 
alike when the two sides both took to the 
pitch wearing almost identical green and 
white kit. However, the quality of talent 
within both clubs' squads showed through 
as the kit proved to have no adverse 
impact on the quality of play. 

Cowbridge got off to an early headstart 
in the first match as successive phases of 
recycled ball released wing Oliver 
Jarmaine to charge though opposition 
defence for two well-worked tries. 

Cowbridge were on the attack through¬ 
out the match but towards the end of the 
first half Barry fought back and were 
rewarded with a try just before the half¬ 
time whistle. 

Cowbridge increased their pressure in 
the second half, showing improving for¬ 
ward play in each phase to create an excel¬ 
lent platform for their talented back line to 
work off. 

Further tries for James Davies, Jake 
Williams, Aled Leitch and Charlie Locke 
complemented quality individual perform¬ 
ances from Mckinley Parsons, Harry 
Whittaker, Lloyd Bennett and Rhys 
Williams to make the final score 30-5 

The second match was a closer contest 
as both sides fought hard to secure an 
upper hand. In the first half, Barry used 
an effective game plan, using their weight 
and height advantage to generate two early 
tries. 

Cowbridge responded well, realising 
they weren’t going to win the battle 
through strength; instead they turned their 
focus onto speed and handling skills, 
spreading the ball at every opportunity. 

Speedster Joe Marshman scored the 
home side’s first try, followed with an 
equalizer by James Gilvear. 


Barry were by no means beaten and 
continued to use their strength to drive up 
the middle, recapturing the lead with two 
well worked tries. 

The Cowbridge lads dug deep and with 
continued clever attacks and quick hands, 
the home side pulled back two tries for 
Matthew Gilvear and loan Davies, result¬ 
ing in a draw. In addition to the try scor¬ 
ers, exceptional performances in the latter 
fixture came from Tom O Connor, Elisedd 
Greenwood, Robbie Hawkins, Gruff Ford 
and Sam Coates; the final score 20-20. 

Squad: Harry Whittaker, Harri 
Howkins, Oliver Jarmaine, Charlie Locke, 
Jack Reilly, Rhys Williams, Jake Williams, 
Aled Leitch, David Harris, James Davies, 
Robbie Hawkins, Iwan-Thomas Bartle, 
Lloyd Bennett, Elisedd Greenwood, 
Matthew Gilvear, James Gilvear, Grujf 
Ford, Sam Coates, Mckinley Parsons, Joe 
Marshman, loan Davies, Tom O Connor. 

WL 

Eollowing an enforced break due to per¬ 
sistent waterlogged pitches, Cowbridge 
uner-lOs were back in action against 
local rivals Barry in what proved to be 
a very entertaining encounter. 

Despite being faced by physically big¬ 
ger opponents, Cowbridge gave a very 
good account of themselves despite miss¬ 
ing some leading lights. 

The first quarter saw Cowbridge estab¬ 
lish a lead thanks to tries from Alfie Rees 
and Finlay Sullivan. Alfie Rees opened the 
scoring with a powerful surge to the line 
while the fleet-footed Finlay Sullivan 
reached the corner after a typically arcing 
run. 

The second quarter saw Barry establish 
a foothold in the game as they scored two 
tries using their greater strength without 
reply from Cowbridge. This left the score 
two tries apiece at the halfway stage. 

The third quarter saw Barry surge into 
the lead as they scored three tries in this 
period. Cowbridge responded with a very 
good long-range try from Finlay Sullivan 
who ran the length of the touchline. 

The last quarter saw Cowbridge get 
back on level terms through another try 
from Alfie Rees and one from Robbie 
Brown, who showed great determination 
to get to the line despite the attention of 
several ladders. 

However, Barry finished stronger side 
and scored two late tries to win the match 
7-5. 

This was a good effort from Cowbridge 
after a long break from playing matches 
and they can be please with their perform¬ 
ance, if not the result. 

Squad: Tom Brennan, Alfie Rees, 
Sebastian Johns-Powell, Will Harris, lolo 
Davies, Ethan Francis, Rhydian Williams, 
Finlay Sullivan, Robbie Brown, Rhys 
Pritchard, Ifor Rees, Oliver Jones, Stejfan 
Evans and Ben Hardy. 

ME 
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Rhoose FC in 
seventh heaven 
after victory 

ACCORDING to head coach they will have to make in their league 
Paul Giles, Rhoose FC set out campaign this season. 


to achieve two things in this 
Welsh League third division 
clash on Saturday at Jenner 
Park against Cwmaman 
Institute. 

Firstly, secure the three points, and 


They will hope to maintain the 
decent form they have been displaying 
of late, undoubtedly reaping the bene¬ 
fits of being able to field a settled 
squad at long last - previously disrupt¬ 
ed by seemingly endless injuries and 
suspensions. 

The next home game will be against 


second to repair a previously fading .1 n- rr. rr. , tit 1 n 

goal difference. Needless to say both Llanelli Town on Tuesday. March 11, 

objectives were achieved in a 7-0 win. 

A brilliant hat-trick from Jacob 


at Jenner Park (kick off 7:45pm. 
Rhoose have signed promising 19 
« u,n„au, „a.-orcK non, .acou piaymaker Abdel Boulaiche 

Daly, two from top marksman Drew aFC Butetown. Bonlaiche’s ren- 

Fahiya and goals from assist specialists 


from AFC Butetown. Boulaiche’s reg¬ 
istration will be finalised this week in 


Nicky Davison and Oliver Dalton saw Newcastle Emlyn trip, 

the Va e side score at regular intervals pa„i Giles is excited about the sign- 
tooughout the match and run out com- ^ commenting: “Abdel will give us 


fortable winners 

The win also served to consolidate 


greater depth to our squad, particularly 
up front and give us further, useful 


their position m mid-table and with options. He is quick, dynamic and has 
half of their league fixtures now played good, quick feet and that extra pace 
will hopefully give them the momen- that will worry defenders.” 

„ „ 1 11 —L„ir_r.rL- Rkoose FC: Damiau Lack; Craig 

Green; Gareth Powner; Michael 
Osborne; Oliver Dalton; Richard Yarr; 
Liam Jones; Jacob Daly; Nicky 
Rhoose face the long trek to Davison; Drew Fahiya; Joe Hinds; 
Newcastle Emlyn, deep into west Sion Anstee; David Stevenson; Steve 
Wales for their next match on Hill. 

Saturday, March 8, the furthest trip AP 


turn to push well into the top half of the 
table - and with so many games in 
hand, a top three spot is not out of the 
question. 


BARRY VETS SHINE 
IN TOURNAMENT 


AFTER the cele¬ 
brations of Wales’ 
win last Friday 
week, Barry RFC 
Vets played host to 
our Beauvais RFC, 
friends of 40 years, 
on the Saturday 
morning. 

Who would have 
thought that those origi¬ 
nal friendships would 
have survived the test of 
time and grown in 
strength. This is a testa¬ 
ment to rugby and the 
personalities at both 
clubs - tres bien! 

We also welcomed 
Bretigny ‘Bed Bixkor’ 
RFC Vets to the 
Reservoir Fields for the 
first time, but undoubt¬ 
edly not the last. Not 
surprisingly quite a few 
players and supporters 
were feeling the effects 
of the revelry from the 
previous night. 

All three games were 
played out in traditional 
Vets 

‘ champagne/B arbarian ’ 
rugby style, with Barry 
Vets winning both 
games and the tourna¬ 
ment. 

The rugby was inci¬ 
dental in a way to the 
third half celebrations 
that carried on late into 


the night in the club 
house. 

Firstly, we had Barry 
Male Voice Choir enter¬ 
taining the packed club 
house with the usual 
heart-rendering versions 
of Bread of Heaven, 
Calon Lan and other 
classics. All who wit¬ 
nessed thoroughly 
enjoyed this and joined 
in enthusiastically. 

Then we had Barry’s 
version of Elvis, Mike 
Bubbins, wowing our 
French guests and he 
even had Bretigny Vets 
linedancing to an Elvis 
classic - priceless and 
unforgettable. 

He had to utilise the 
microphone of 
‘Squeak’, who enter¬ 
tained us for the remain¬ 
der of the night with a 
magical variety of 
Welsh and French clas¬ 
sics alike. 

In short they came, 
met old friends and 
made new ones. This is 
what Vets rugby is all 
about. 

Thanks to the organ¬ 
ising team of Colin 
Knapman, Pete G, 
Rachel B and Carol for 
assisting in the organi¬ 
sation. Massive thanks 
to the Bombettes 
kitchen staff and the 
girls who had to go for 


more rations/food . A 
simply superb effort 
during the day and 
night; also thanks to 
Lyn P and Kira S who 
made a celebratory 40th 
cake. 

Both sets of French 
friends travelled back 
home with Welsh voices 
singing in their ears. 

It’s only three months 
until Barry Vets travel 
for the annual Beauvais 
Vets Tournoi on 
Saturday, May 17, 
where we aim to bring 
back a trophy - which 
one will depend on how 
many Vets come back 
for training! 

AM 


LONG DISTANCE 
RUNNING COMES 
TO JENNER PARK 


THIS weekend sees 
the return of ultra¬ 
distance running to 
Jenner Park in the 
form of the Barry 
40 Miles track race. 

This iconic event, 
which has seen 59 world 
best performances since 
it was first held on the 
old cinder track in 1986, 
has again attracted a fas¬ 
cinating cross section of 
runners. 

At the sharp end, one 
should look no further 
than last year’s decisive 
winner, Pieter 
Vermeesch. The four 
times Belgian ultradis¬ 
tance champion, who is 
based in Welwyn Garden 
City, ran an incredibly 
even-paced 4:08:59 last 
year, and has ambitions 
to be the first man at 
Barry to break the four 
hour barrier since 1999. 


He may, however, still 
face a tough test from 
the champion of 2012, 
Grant Jeans from 
Glasgow, who was 
forced to drop out with a 
back injury 12 months 
ago. 

Four of the 22 entries 
are from ladies, and it's 
possible to make a case 
for any one of them to 
win. Jen Salter, Angela 
Champion and Loretta 
Daley compete for the 
promoting club, Cardiff- 
based Les Croupiers, 
while Jayne Angilley 
will be travelling from 
Redruth in Cornwall. 

For the first time in 
the history of the race, 
three of the entries are 
from Hungarian bom 
athletes living in the 
UK. 

We welcome Tamas 
Szikszay, Zoltan Lesi 
and Andras Kulcsar who 


are all experienced 24 
hour performers. 

As ever, the 22 ath¬ 
letes will have 22 very 
different race goals and 
it should be a fascinating 
event to watch. The start 
time is 10am on Sunday, 
March 9, and involves 
161 circuits of the track; 
admission is free. 

MM 


Dinas Powys GC 
ladies’ results 

ON February 4, a nine hole-waltz was 
played: 

First, Maxine Hird, Sian Smith and Pat Gosling 
42 points; second Louise Wilding, Ann 
Mahenthiralingam and Lisa Ryley 37; third Sue 
Bridle, Angela Brown and Audrey Harwood 36. 

On Febmary 18, a nine hole Stableford: First 
Angela Brown 21 points; second Sian Smith (20) on 
back six from third Maxine Hird (20) on back six 
from Louise Wilding. 

On February 25, a nine hole Texas Scramble: 1st 
Angela Brown, Ruth Yates and Angela Thomas 38- 
6=32, on back six from second Lisa Ryley, Pat 
Gosling & Sheila Stoner 39-7=32; 3rd Maxine Hird, 
Sian Smith & Chris Nelms 39-6.42=32.58. 

After playing golf in the lovely sunshine the 
ladies enjoyed a bmnch and raffle. RY 


Iceland test 
for the Welsh 

THE build-up towards qualification for 
the 2016 European Championships 
kicked off for Chris Coleman’s Wales last 
night as they faced Iceland at the Cardiff 
City Stadium. 

Having been drawn in a group featuring Bosnia- 
Hercegovina, Belgium, Israel, Cypms and Andorra, 
and with 24 nations qualifying for the tournament, 
hope and expectation is high following the impres¬ 
sive way the Welsh concluded their World Cup qual¬ 
ifying campaign with a home win over Macedonia 
and a creditable draw with the talented Belgians, 
before a last-gasp equaliser denied them victory over 
Finland in a friendly last November. 

Much will depend on Coleman’s ability to field 
his first-choice team, with much of the expectation 
laid at the feet of Real Madrid’s Gareth Bale, who 
was expected to play a large part in last night’s 
game. 

If things fall right, Wales could be looking at qual¬ 
ification for a major tournament for the first time 
since the 1958 World Cup, but a good start to their 
group is imperative to achieve this. 

One thing is for sure - there will be plenty of twists 
and turns on the road to Euro 2016. 

GARETH JAMIESON 



ChipsAway 

Professional Quality repairs at a fraction of 
Dodyshop costs 

/Quick /Convenient /Fully guaranteed 

• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 

To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


PAUL JARVIS 

07904 

840202 


MOBILE SERVICE 

or visit 

www.chipsaway.co.uk 



NEWLY APPOINTED 

TOUGHS JOBS 

CALL FOR A TOUGH PICK-UI 


Full Dealer Service 
Parts a Repairs 


ACCIDENT I 
SERVICE _ 

THE COMPIETE SERVICE 

RESPRAYSl BUMPER COIOR 
COBINa AHOY WHEEl REFURB 
SMART REPAIRS INSURANCE 
WORK , All lATEST SPEC PAINT 
ANB MATERIAIS USER All AT A 
VERY COMPETITIVE RATE. 

IF YOU NEEO YOUR CAR PAINTER 
OR REPAIREa COME TO APF 

Unit 3, Woodham Road, Barry CF63 4JE 
Tel: 01446 738 111 / 07442 499 725 

facebook RND US ON nCEBOOK 


DEALER IN CARDIFF 


5 YEAR 

^WARRANTY’ ■ 


125,000 miles+ 


3.5 Ton Towing 
Capacity 



Isuzu only produce commercial vehicles. That's why we can provide you with the pick-up you 
really need. The Isuzu D-Max is tough, hardworking, dependable and always prepared to go 
the extra mile. That's because it's built, sold and used by professionals. 


All prices plus 
VAT & Road 
Fund Licence 




■SU2U 

THE PICK-UP 

PRaFESsianRLS 


iJ Whittle Road, leckwith Industrial Estate^ Cardiff CF11 SAT 
■ [off HadfiOld Road) www.wattstvc.co.uk • FoIIow us on Facebook & iWitter 


CALL IN OR CALL US TODAY Qa|| Pau| Lewls URItf RRIE 

on 02920 367883 
yy-wck * Von oi" 07811 255417 





























40 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slainorsansem www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, March 6th, 2014 


New Broad Street Motors n 


Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 


Follow us 
on Facebook 



New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
I^Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BEJ 




11 61 RANGE ROVER Vogue 44 TDV8 4-Dr Auto, in Zambesi Silver with oxford leather, nav and 

TV .£44,995 

06 55 ASTON MARTIN DB-9 Volante in Dark Blue with Tan hide, nav.£44,995 

12 62 BMW M135i M Performance 5dr Step auto 3.01 in Estoril Blue with 10,100 miles .£26,495 

10 10 JAGUAR XF 3.0 TDV6 Premium Luxury Auto in Dark Grey with Black hide, 52,000 miles 

£-| 9 995 

12 12 VW Transporter T30 102 TDi LWB in Met Grey, with 28,000 miles only .£16,995 Plus VAT 

12 62 HONDA Civic 1.8 VTec i-SE 5-dr in White, 20,000 miles .£13,995 

09 09 FORD Kuga TDCi Titanium 5dr 2wd in Frozen White with 43,000 miles .£13,995 

11 61 MINI One Pimlico 3-dr in Blue, 20,000 miles.£11,995 

10 60 MINI Cooper 1.6 D Chilli in Met Silver with Black 1/2 leather, BT, 22,000 miles . . .£11,995 
09 59 MERCEDES Cl80 Kompresor Estate SE Blue Efficiency in Grey, 42,000 miles £11,995 

11 61 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SRi Auto 5-dr in White, 22,000 miles .£9,995 

06 06 VOLKSWAGEN Transporter 1.9TDi in Ice Silver with 91,700 miles .£9,995 

13 62 FORD Fiesta Zetec 1.25 3-dr in Frost White, 14,066 miles.£9,495 

11 11 KIA Venga 1.6 3 Auto in Blue, 19,000 miles.£9,495 

09 09 NISSAN QashOai 1.6 Visia in Blade Silver with 42,000 miles .£9,495 

10 60 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTI SRI (160) in Royal Blue, 33,000 miles.£9,295 

12 62 FIAT 500 Lounge in Tech House Grey with 1,100 miles .£8,995 

11 11 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCI Dynamique 7 Seater in Diamond Black Met, 39,000 miles .£8,795 

09 09 AUDI A3 1.8T Sportback 5DT in Glass Blue, 57,100 miles .£8,650 

07 57 MAZDA MX5 Roadster Coupe 1.8 Sport in Blue with Black leather, 45,000 miles . .£8,495 

10 10 VW Polo 1.6 TDi SE 3-dr in white with Black roof, 50,000 miles.£7,995 

08 08 FORD Focus 1.8 TDCi Titanium 5-dr in Silver, 37,000 miles.£7,995 

07 07 SUZUKI Grand Vitara DDIs 1.9 Diesel 5-dr in Shadow Black, 58,000 miles.£7,995 

09 09 SEAT Altea 2.0 TDI Stylance 5-dr in Nayara Blue with only 28,450 miles.£7,895 

11 61 FORD KA 1.2 METAL 3DR START STOP in Strobe Metallic with 25,350 miles.£7,495 

09 09 KIA CEE’D Sport CDi Estate in Silver, 39,000 miles.£7,495 

09 59 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-dr in Sea Grey 20,514 miles.£7,295 

09 59 FORD Focus 1.6 Titanium 5-dr in Sea Grey 39,000 miles.£7,195 

09 58 KIA Spoilage 2.0 CRDi XE automatic, 58,000 miles.£7,095 

06 06 SAAB 9.3 Vector Cabriolet in Silver, 69,000 miles .£POA 

10 10 MITSUBISHI Lancer 2.0D GS Dl-D 5-dr in Grey, 44,000 miles .£6,995 

09 09 HONDA Civic 2.2 ICDTi Type-S GT 3-dr in Blueish Silver, 85,000 miles.£6,995 

08 08 FORD Focus 1.6 TD Style 90 5-dr in Black, 48,000 miles .£6,495 

09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design 3-dr in Black, 21,000 miles.£5,995 

09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style Plus 3-dr in met Green, 32,000 miles .£5,995 

10 60 HYUNDAI L10 Classic 5-dr in grey, 11,000 miles .£5,495 

08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Blue 5-dr, in Panther Black, 21,000 miles.£5,495 

05 05 BMW 320D SE 4-dr in Met Silver Blue, 102,000 miles.£5,495 

07 56 HONDA Civic 1.8i VTEC -SE 5-dr in Candy Red with Black leather, 70,000 miles . .£5,295 

08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCI Zetec 3-dr in Panther Black, 62,000 miles.£5,295 

09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 DCTI Design 3-dr in Royal Blue Met, 76,000 miles.£5,095 

07 07 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 VVTi Zinc 3-dr in Black, 20,500 miles.£4,995 

04 54 MINI One 1.6 3dr in Chilli Red with 42,900 miles.£4,995 

03 53 VW Beetle 2.0 Cabriolet in Deep Blue Pearl, elec roof, 67,000 miles .£4,995 

08 08 FORD Fusion 1.6 Plus 5dr Auto in Deep Navy Blue Met, 18,000 miles.£4,995 

08 08 SEAT Ibiza 1.9 TDi Sportrider 3dr in Met Zenith Grey with 64,000 miles.£4,795 

07 07 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec’s 30th anniversary In Yellow, Black leather, no 354, 60,000 miles £4,695 

04 04 HYUNDAI Tuscon 2.0 CRTD CDX 5-dr in Shadow Black with 73,000 miles.£4,595 

08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 3-dr in Red, 53,000 miles .£3,995 

06 56 MERCEDES A170 Avantgarde SE 3dr in Iriduium Silver, 80,000 miles.£3,995 

05 55 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SX-I+ in Star Silver Met, 53,000 miles.£2,995 

04 04 FORD Street KA Luxury in Star Silver with Black leather, 43,000 miles .£2,495 

05 55 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life 3-dr in Silver Blue Met, 55,000 miles.£2,295 



13 62 FORD Fiesta I 
1.25 82 Zetec 3-dr 




06 56 MERCEDES A170 
Avantgarde SE 3dr 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 


MOT £25. VERY COMPETITIVE RATES FOR SERVICING AND REPAIRS. SERVICE DEPT CALL 01446 729997 


Great cars and a great deal more! 


Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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Golfers in patriotic moodl 




^ _ y 

THE ladies section 
at Cottrell Park Golf 
Resort put on their 
best themed hats 
(above) in honour of 
the Welsh Patron 
Saint and took part 
in a St David^s Day 
Competition on 
Thursday February 
27. 


Darts league round-up 


ON Tuesday, 

February 25, the 
Men’s Doubles and 
Ladies’ Doubles 
knockout competi¬ 
tions began. 

The ladies played at 
the Edmondes Arms; the 
two successful pairs, who 
will now meet on finals 
night, were Ann 
Hustwick and Joan Burt 
(Old Post Ladies) and 
Pam Adams and Joan 
Smith (Farmers Arms). 

The men played at the 
Farmers Arms and the 
Llanharry Working 
Men’s Club. 

The eight successful 
pairs were Cedric 
Simmonite and Richard 
Reynolds (Edmondes A), 
Paul Newton and Tony 
Denscombe (Llanharry), 
Rob McCaver and Paul 
Ward (Hare & Hounds), 
Lee Davies and Morgan 
John (Llanharry), Martin 
Gaffney and David Cheal 


and Eddie Pike 
(Edmondes B), Steve 
Newton and Victor John 
(Llanharry), Lee Harding 
and Kevin Barry 
(Edmondes A) and John 
Izzard and Simon Reader 
(Hare & Hounds). 

The night produced a 
number of excellent per¬ 
formances, the best being 
the last match of the 
evening at Llanharry dur¬ 
ing which both Lee 
Davies (Llanharry) and 
John Davies (Edmondes 
C) hit a 180. 

The league standings 
after 13 matches, are: 
Llanharry (105 points), 
Edmondes B (88), Cross 
Inn (62), Hare and 
Hounds (59), Edmondes 
C and Edmondes A (58), 
Farmers Arms and 
Highwayman Inn (53), 
Old Post Ladies (29), 
The Star Inn (20). 

The next matches are 
on Tuesday, March 11, 
when the road to finals 
night in the men’s singles 


and ladies’ singles 
knockout competitions 
begins. 

The ladies will be 
playing at the Edmondes 
Arms, the men at the 
Cross Inn, Hare and 
Hounds, Llanharry 
Working Men’s Club and 
the Farmers Arms; see 
website for details. The 
first matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators 
are welcome 

For further informa¬ 
tion e-mail Paul at cow 
bridgedarts® gmail.com, 
up-to-date information 
can be found on the web¬ 
site at: 

WWW.darts .apsn .co .uk. 

It is time to start think¬ 
ing about next season, so 
if a group of you is inter¬ 
ested in forming a team 
(six players minimum) 
and your local pub is 
willing to host you, get in 
touch and register your 
interest. 

PJT 


The only pick-up to 
carry a 6 year warranty* 



Class iMdbig kisurafics y Class laading fud 



TANNER’S 

I'MI SAT 

TH. 2022 55H0 
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' oj Great Wall 

dMf thcjn.w 



TYRE SIZE 


NUMBER OF TYRES PURCHASED 


£100 


FUEL GIFT CARD CLAIM VALUE 


19" AND ABOVE 


c 

CELTIC TYRES 


Offer available from Celtic Tyres. 

BRIDGEND Bridgend Industrial Estate. 

CARDIFF Brindley Road, off Penarth Road 


Tel: 01656 657424 
Tel: 029 20 221201 


*0nline promotion only. Participating dealers only. Offer applies to car, van and 4x4 tyres only. Valid from 1 March until 30 April 2014. Maximum one claim per vehicle. Terms and conditions apply. 

www.fueloffer.michelin.co.uk 
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06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE 

In red, with leather, 42,000 miles 

£3,495 



54 MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto 

In silver with leather, sat nav, air scarf 
etc, stylish convertable 

£8,995 


55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£5,995 

JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


58 VAUXHALL Astra T .9 CDTi 

5-Dr, silver, 33,000 miles, diesel 

£6,495 


60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 

3-dr. Burnt Orange, 20,000 Miles, Low Ins. 

Reduced to £5,495 


08 LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 
Diesel HSE Automatic 

In Silver with black leather, 58,000 miles, high spec 

£19,995 



57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 

In red, 3-dr, 36,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£3,995 


02 


56 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner 
with o/c, very nice example 

£4,495 



04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 

Reduced to £4,295 


Ran 


LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 Diesel HSE, 
Automatic, 7-Seater. in silver with black leather, 

58,000 miles, high spec.£19,995 

MERCEDES C200 CDi Blue Efficiency Executive SE. 
In white, with black leather trim, 28,000 miles .£14,995 
SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD (160) Auto. In met grey, 

41,000 miles with leather trim .£12,995 

MERCEDES B160 Sport (Blue Efficiency). In black, 
25,000 miles, on offer at.£10,495 

54 MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto. In silver, with leather, sat 

nav, air scarf etc, stylish convertible at.£8,995 

11 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique 7-seater. In 

ice blue metallic, 27,000 miles, 1 owner .£8,495 

11 VW Polo 1.2 Diesel (75) SE. In silver, 65,000 miles, 

fantastic value at.£7,995 

10 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SE Automatic (New shape). In 

black, 17,000 miles.£7,995 

08 MITSUBISHi Outlander 2.0 Diesel Warrior. In silver, 

with black leather, ideal 4x4 7-seater.£7,995 

03 BMW X5 3.0 Sport Auto. In silver with black leather, 

86,000 miles, nice example at.£6,995 

PORSCHE Boxster 2.7 Automatic. In met blue with 

full leather, 70,000 mile convertible at.£6,995 

FORDS-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 

82,000 miles, very nice example at.£6,995 

60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 

miles, 1 owner, fantastic MPG.£6,795 

07 MERCEDES C220 CDi Sport Automatic. In silver, 
high spec diesel saloon at.£6,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

33,000 miles diesel at.£6,495 

60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 
miles, low insurance .Reduced to £5,495 

59 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. New shape, 

62,000 miles, in met silver.£5,995 

08 SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, 
stylish family hatch .£5,995 

55 KiA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 

miles, 1 lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles, 2 owners, very attractive at.£5,495 

07 SSANGYONG Rexton RX 270 SE Diesel 7-Seater. In 
silver, black leather, DVD etc, 63,000 miles, 4x4 .£5,495 
PEUGEOT 207 Verve 1.4 3-Dr. In gunmetal, metalic, 

39,000 miles, alloys, a/c etc.£5,295 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Convertible. In black, 

57,000 miles.£4,995 

58 HYUNDAI ilO Comfort 1.2 5-dr. In met grey, 32,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£4,695 

58 FORD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. In apple green 

metallic .£4,495 

58 SMART Fortwo Passion MHD Auto In met blue/black 
two tone, 25,000 miles, 21,000 miles .£4,495 
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04 MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 

owner with a/c, very nice example.£4,495 

04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In 

light met blue, 89,000 miles.£4,295 

07 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr. In met grey, 70,000 miles 

with a/c, alloys etc .£4,295 

55 MINI Cooper. In chilli red with black roof, alloys, c/d etc, 

superb value at.£4,295 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4 TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car, £30 

road tax, low insurance .£3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 36,000 miles, 
low insurance .£3,995 

55 MERCEDES Cl80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value, executive saloon.£3,995 

54 JAGUAR Style 3.0 Sport Auto. In Jaguar racing green 
with beige leather, 89,000 miles, superb example at .£3,995 
07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, a/c, alloys 

etc.£3,695 

06 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Sport (87) 5-Dr. In black, low 

mileage example.£3,695 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr Climate. In black, 43,000 

miles .£3,695 

06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi Sport. In met grey, 69,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£3,695 

06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In red, with leather, 42,000 
miles, fantastic value at .£3,495 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Activ 5-dr. In met silver, 50,000 

miles, low insurance.£3,495 

56 PEUGEOT 207 1.4S (90) 3-dr. In electric blue, 63,000 

miles with a/c .£3,495 

05 RENAULT Kangoo 1.2. In blue, 26,000 miles, adapted 

for wheelchair access.£3,495 

56 FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 Active 77 3-dr. In met orange, 

38,000 miles.£3,295 

08 FORD KA 1.3 Style. In silver, 39,000 miles, low 

insurance .£2,995 

05 CITROEN C2 1.4 Diesel LX. In black, 73,000 miles, 

2 owners.£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL+. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 

2 owners.£2,695 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 Automatic. In met blue, 73,000 

miles, easy to get in and out .£2,695 

04 MAZDA 2 125 5-dr. In met blue, 59,000 miles, low 

insurance .£2,495 

03 FORD Focus 1.6 LX Automatic 5-dr. In red, 58,000 
miles with a/c, cd, etc.£2,495 

52 SMART City Pulse Auto. In met blue/black, two tone, 

41,000 miles with extras.£2,495 

53 FIAT Punto 1.4 Sporting, 6 speed. In ice blue, 70,000 

miles, multi c/d, alloys.£2,195 



58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. 

In apple green, metallic 

£4,495 



60 MERCEDES C200 CDi 
Blue Efficiency Executive SE 

White, black leather trim, 28,000 miles 

£14,995 



60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

£6,795 



61 SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD 
(160) Auto 

Met grey, 41,000 miles with leather trim 


£13,495 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE RACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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<^Servicing 

Diagnostics 


^ Transmissiorf Repairs / / TP 

^ Air-Con Repairs ^ N./ 

ECU Repairs ' ^ Engine & Mechanical y ' 

''%i^MOTsC25 V Keys & Key Repair^ / / 

jir QassicCars Labour Rate from £35- '' - 

^ Brakes STytes ^ \fehicle Reccwry y y 


/' Batteries & Bulbs Coding & Rogramming 



DATSCTTb Independent Speciafets only employ FactoryTrained former 
RaixtMsed Dealer technicians. Ex Sytner, Ryc^ Rendragon eta 
you say the same for the MOT station you cunertly use? 

Don't settle fora second rate sen/ice: use the bestl 

V\ATether you have a nriajor problem vfvith your car, perhaps a bub^ gone 
or maybe you need a nnanufocforerspeciiication service. Wb are your 
one stop shop for German and RBrfonrnaixe cars. 

Typicaiy saving up to 60% off dealer prices without cutting comers. 

1116 Differenoe: DATSC doesn*t have a otossy showroom 


FREE Brake & Safety Check 
FREE BatteryTest & Rintout 
FREE Courtesy Cars 

indudng FREE IrisurancB 

FREE\^hicle Collection 
FREE\^hicle\^t 

www.datsc.com 


We are fully authorised to work on new vehicles under Warranty 

If you've been offered a bargain service by the dealer, ask the dealers labour rate for addMonel wc^ 

In a reoamt price comparison we ware £1800 cheaper than a Roradie Dealer for a Ful Setvioe, New PtBcry Pads and Pluga. 


tDATSC 


Deutsche AutoTeknik 

5 Wbodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
Service & Repairs: 08000 337 092 / 01446 327 007 
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PICTURES COURTESY OF 
HUW EVANS AGENCY 


As well as Jake Ball played in the win over 
France, the Welsh camp will be mightily 
relieved to have Alun Wyn Jones (above) back 
in action at Twickenham. They will also be 
glad to see the return from injury of centre 
Jonathan Davies (pictured far right, back in 
action for the Scarlets last weekend), which 
means that danger man George North can 
now return to his favoured left wing berth. 


MOWER MAN 2000 

Sales ' Service * Spares 



Any purchase of a new 
Honda mower will be entered 
into our -[|7ivi©J5 hamper draw, 
end of season. 

Richard Couzens Machinery Ltd. 
Unit lOaVale Business Park, Cowbridge, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7PF 

www.mowerman2000.co.uk 


NEAR TO FULL STRENGTH AT LAST... 

No fear factor for 
Wales as team get 
set to overturn the 
Twickenham chariot 



I F statistics alone were taken at their 
face value, there would appear to be 
little point in the Welsh rugby team 
packing their kit for the biennial foray 
down the M4 on Sunday, where England 
have triumphed on 35 of the 61 meetings 
between these two arch foes at fortress 
Twickenham. 

While facts and figures may not tell the 
whole story, it’s true that ‘HQ’ has been the 
scene of some horrendous heatings for Wales in 
recent years - with England amassing 265 
points to Wales’ paltry 61 in just five matches 
alone: viz, 1998 (60-26); a double whammy in 
2002 (46-12 and 50-10); 2006 (47-13); culmi¬ 
nating in the 62-5 horror show for travelling 
supporters in August 2007, when a woeful, 
experimental Welsh team was ruthlessly 
crushed underfoot by an English juggernaut 
pack and conceded nine tries - four by the No 
8 Nick Easter, which underlined the glaring 
mismatch up front. 

This was only weeks before departure for the 
Rugby World Cup in France, and was all the 
more galling as just five months earlier, a more 
recognisable first choice Wales side, brilliantly 
orchestrated at outside half by James Hook, 
had rescued a failing Six Nations campaign by 
defeating England 27-18 in Cardiff. (Hook had 
a field day, scoring 22 of his side’s points - 
converting his own try, adding four penalties 
and a drop goal). 

In contrast, the Twickenham game was 
essentially all over at halftime, with England 
already 22-0 up and Jonny Wilkinson going on 
to rack up 17 points with his boot. 

Even that embarrassing record loss was to 
be eclipsed by the ignominy of defeat to global 
minnows Fiji and an early flight home from 
the World Cup tournament - which proved to 


be the final straw for the WRU, resulting in the 
abrupt departure of hapless head coach Gareth 
Jenkins. 

Within months, his successor. Kiwi Warren 
Gatland, had conjured a magical turnaround 
of Merlin-like proportions at the first attempt, 
with a shock 26-19 win at Twickenham that 
would lead on to a totally unexpected second 
Grand Slam for Wales, repeating Mike 
Ruddock’s achievement in 2005. 

That 2008 victory and 17 others at 
Twickenham over the years, will no doubt sus¬ 
tain a Welsh team growing in maturity, that 
has come a long way - with a now formidable 
track record of a World Cup semi-final in 
2011, a third Grand Slam in 2012, and a whole 
host of Lions caps. 

Moreover, there is the more recent fillip of 
that one-sided 30-3 Six Nations victory at the 
Millennium Stadium last year - which clinched 
the championship and denied England a Grand 
Slam - to spur them on when the whistle 
sounds at 3pm on Sunday afternoon (inciden¬ 
tally, yet another example of thoughtful Six 
Nations scheduling by the powers that be!) 

In fact, the overall match statistics paint a 
far from bleak picture, for despite the near two 
decades that Welsh rugby spent floundering in 
the international wilderness, following the 
golden ’70s when JPR, Gareth, Gerald et al 
reigned supreme and were the scourge of 
‘Twickers’, the record books confirm that the 
two countries remain neck and neck, each with 
56 wins (plus 12 draws) in the 124 meetings 
since their first close encounter of a ‘friendly’ 
kind 133 years ago, on February 19,1881 at 
Blackheath. 

Since then, the pendulum has swung cyclical¬ 
ly from one to the other - and while Wales 
have won the last three games, England 
claimed the three previous ones. 



Two years ago, a truly titanic struggle at 
Twickenham, went right down to the wire, with 
Wales emerging triumphant (12-19) with the 
Triple Crown - but only after replacement cen¬ 
tre Scott Williams had wrestled the ball away 
from second row Courtney Lawes and scored a 
Boy’s Own try under the posts. 

A pulsating duel that could have gone either 
way had one final moment of high drama when 
David Strettle was denied a last-minute try by 
the video ref, which, if converted, would have 
secured a draw. 

So the stage is set for another, no-holds- 
barred thriller, and a Welsh side which has yet 
to hit full stride in this Six Nations, knows full 
well what to expect from a youngish England 
team that is slowly growing in confidence. 

However, bolstered by the return of Alun 
Wyn Jones to the second row and Jonathan 
Davies in midfield, Wales know that they have 
the fire power and the track record to meet a 
tough challenge that no longer has an inbuilt 
Twickenham fear factor, as they hunt a record 
triple championship. Let battle commence! 

WALES team v England 

Leigh Halfpenny (Blues); Alex Cuthbert 
(Blues), Jonathan Davies (Scarlets), Jamie 
Roberts (Racing Metro), George North 
(Northampton); Rhys Priestland (Scarlets), 
Rhys Webb (Ospreys); Gethin Jenkins (Blues), 
Richard Hibbard (Ospreys), Adam Jones 
(Ospreys), Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys), Luke 
Charteris (Perpignan), Dan Lydiate (Racing 
Metro), Sam Warburton (Blues, capt), 
Taulupe Faletau (Dragons). 
Replacements: Ken Owens (Scarlets), Paul 
James (Bath Rugby), Rhodri Jones (Scarlets), 
Jake Ball (Scarlets), Justin Tipuric (Ospreys), 
Mike Phillips (Racing Metro), Dan Biggar 
(Ospreys), Liam Williams (Scarlets). 







































